
educational system, as well as its importance to the community of Los 
Gatos. Some of the many attractions included boat shows, rentable 
kayaks, canoes, paddle boats, and sailboats to enjoy on the infamous 
Lake Vasona. Other activities included petting zoos, pony rides, face 
painting, balloons, caricatures, a climbing wall, and sport stations 
including basketball, soccer, golf, baseball and lacrosse. A live band 
accompanied one side of the event, and the main stage featured local 
dance troupes and performers covered the other. Four popular food 
trucks met with immense lines lined the edge of the park, and the local 
ice cream truck, “Scoops,” was a favorite amongst the children. Many 
booths were fundraising and advertising,  including the Art Docent 
Department, The Lions Club, The Home and School Club, The Rowing 
Team, as well as many other businesses around the area.

The event was an overall success, staying true to the School District’s 
motto, “Our Community, Our Students, Our Future” by celebrating what 
makes our town unique through its support for education and children. 
(Sources: Los Gatos Patch, San Jose Mercury News)

 This past Saturday, citizens of Los Gatos gathered at Vasona Park to 
celebrate the 150–year anniversary of the Los Gatos School District. Sat-
urday’s event concluded the week-long celebration of Los Gatos schools, 
which first opened on Jan. 19, 1863 in what is now Monte Sereno.

Louise Van Meter Elementary School, Daves Avenue Elementary 
School, Lexington School, and Blossom Hill Elementary School are a 
few of the first schools established in Los Gatos. These institutions 
were the first steps to unify the community as well as the beginning 
of one of the finest school districts in the state. In 1949, this trend 
of unification led to the formation of the Los Gatos Union Elementary 
School District, Number 21.

Los Gatos Mayor Barbara Spector and Santa Clara County Supervi-
sor Mike Wasserman began the commemoration on the main stage, 
along with School Superintendent Diana Abbati and many other board 
trustees. The speech touched on the accomplishments of our town’s 

On Sept. 17, Rolling Stones Magazine published Sexting, 
Shame and Suicide: a shocking tale of sexual assault in the 
Digital Age, by Nina Burleigh, an article chronicling the events 
that led up to former Saratoga High School (SHS) student Audrie 
Pott’s suicide, as well as criticizing the way SHS administration 
responded. Rolling Stones did not notify the Los Gatos-Saratoga 
Union High School District that they were writing the article. 
Since its printing, there has been controversy in the community 
regarding the journalistic choices made by the author.

Links to the controversial article circulated Facebook feeds. 
LGHS and SHS students posted the article along with comments 
regarding their reactions. SHS senior Bobby Vithanage posted the 
link on Facebook and wrote “This article does an extremely poor 
job of portraying Saratoga.” This post was supported by other 
members of the community, as the status received sixty-one likes 
and agreeing sentiments in the comments section. Vithanage 
went on to say “The entire situation is all bad. Audrey’s parents 
are suing everyone including all of Audrey’s best friends, Sara-
toga High, and the school district. But then the media sees this 
and twists what really happened.” Recent LGHS graduate Meg 
Zukin posted the link with the introduction of “This hits way 
too close to home... Rolling Stone covers the painstakingly sad 
reality of sexting and suicide at Saratoga and LGHS.”

LGHS senior Dixie Bronec said “it seemed like I was invading 
Audrie and her family’s privacy. When the article specifically 
stated, ‘they restarted Audrie’s heart, but it was too late. The 
brown-eyed girl who loved horses, art and pranks would never 

Rolling Stone article impacts Los Gatos community

LG schools celebrate their anniversary

breathe on her own again,’ I actually began bawling because I felt like I was 
experiencing it myself. I also felt like the author portrayed Audrie like some 
school slut when she was the most bubbly, loving, and caring individual I ever 
met. The author completely misinterpreted the entire setting of the party, 
school, and surroundings of Saratoga. This reporter made it seem like suicides 
and rape occur on a regular basis and that people actually believe Audrie 
was playing victim and the boys are innocent, which is completely absurd.”

Mayor Barbara Spector said, “tragic events are helping to focus our entire 
community on issues critical for our youth. This year the Los Gatos Youth 
Commission will be studying cyber-bullying, most likely in conjunction with 
the Commission’s Saratoga and Monte Sereno counterparts.  Additionally, 
and over the past three years, the Town has awarded annual grants in the 
amount of $15,000  to CASSY (Counseling and Support Services for Youth) for 
needed student counseling. Our school resource officer continues to support 
the youth at all Los Gatos schools,  and the new Creekside Sports Park and 
Library provide healthy alternatives for teens and kids alike.”

There has been a wide spectrum of reactions from the Los Gatos-Saratoga 
community after the publishing of the article. Some are glad that Rolling 
Stone shared the real consequences of 
cyberbullying and sexual assault through 
Pott’s story. Others are discontent with the 
way the magazine portrayed the events 
and the Los Gatos-Saratoga area. However, 
the universal theme agreed upon by the 
community is the importance of not only 
healing, but learning to prevent tragedies 
such as these.

To read the article, visit www.rolling-
stone.com or scan the QR code on this page.

by Quincey Klein
Editor–in–Chief
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