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As you and your friends 
gather around a com-
puter monitor to goggle 
at the multitudes of awk-
ward couple pictures and 
endearing group shots of 
others following Coronation 
dance, try to embrace YOUR 
OWN memories. Whether 

you opted to go with a friend or a group, went 
with your boyfriend/girlfriend, struggled 
for months to find a date, or even just 
decided not to go altogether, the way 
you spend your evening will carry 
on with you for the majority of 
your life. Sure, school dances 
may not be a big deal to you 
now, but wouldn’t you rather 
have the fond memory of 
going out of your comfort 
zone to have fun, instead 
of spending another night 
trapped in your room watch-
ing re-runs of Breaking Bad? 
Of course, this by no means 
implies that going to Corona-
tion is the only way to have a 
good time that night. 

 As a veteran of multiple high 
school dances, I can safely say that 
even the most timid people can enjoy 
themselves at a school dance. I learned 
this valuable lesson only after I didn’t 
even attend the dance. To most high schoolers, 
the whole process of  school dances (like familiarizing 
yourself with date options and stressing about organiz-
ing a pre-dance dinner group) may seem like another 
failed attempt at forced camaraderie and school pride 
by teachers and staff who don’t “get” teens nowadays. 
However, I see Coronation like I see all other school 
dances; a catalyst to branch out of your comfort zone 
and an excuse to have the time of your life. Sure, Break-
ing Bad may be the best drama on television since Lost, 
but realize that this is the twenty-first century and that 
almost everything can be virtually attained instanta-
neously. So why waste a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for something you can do any other day?

Make the best of coronation
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At face value, 
there’s nothing harm-
ful about telling sto-
ries of shared experi-
ence. However, tales 
of uncles who knew 
someone who was kind 
of near Boston the 
week of the bombing 

are more than just annoying. Arbitrary connections 
to tragic events, and the competition surrounding 
these connections, are harmful to those actually 
involved in the incident and stem from a shameless 
need for attention and sympathy.

Everyone has at one point made a false connec-
tion to disaster, even though there are seemingly no 
motives for doing so. Especially in the wake of, or 
on the anniversary of, significant disasters, people 
frantically search for a way to tie their heart strings 
to these events, even when they may not have been 
directly affected. For example, the majority of the 
students in my history class not only claim to have 
9/11 as their first memory, when they were not even 
five years old, but also can compile a list of people 
they know who were in New York City at that time. 
These stories would  be less objectionable if there 
wasn’t competition among the students for the 
clearest memory, the longest list, and ultimately 
the saddest story, even if the truth is stretched 
in the process.

It is not enough to have a story to tell that 
elicits sympathy from the audience, but the teller is 
often vying to be the most grief-stricken. The entire 
concept of this battle for the most pity seems com-
pletely counter-intuitive, and the reasons one would 
want the needless sympathy of others are not clear 
to me. Whether these stories aim to bring atten-
tion to the teller or are failed attempts at offering 
condolences to those actually affected by tragedy, 

It is too often that 
girls engage in the 
typical Facebook profile 
banter, in which one girl 
compliments another 
girl’s profile picture, 
only to be responded to 
with something along 
the lines of “OMG im not 

pretty at all but you are <3” This deflection is not only 
annoying, but  also unacceptable. Girls should feel 
comfortable saying thank you to a compliment, 
and accepting that maybe they do look beauti-
ful in that picture. But why don’t they? Why 
don’t girls feel comfortable embracing their 
beauty, and just taking a compliment?

I have found that many 
aspects of the media have 
led girls to react to compli-
ments and recognition in 
this way. Movies depict the 
perfect girl as the quiet, 
stunning teen, sitting in 
the library with her nose tucked into a 
book, completely unaware of her unbounding beauty. 
This painfully modest, insecure girl is always the one 
who “gets the guy.” This picture of the “perfect girl” 
portrayed by the media is simply unfair. It convinces 
girls that those who are insecure attract the opposite 
sex. It pushes girls away from embracing themselves 
and being confident, and towards insecurity.

Girls also feel pressured into being a “perfect” 
insecure girl by other aspects of our society, includ-
ing the music industry. One of the pop band One 
Direction’s first major hits, What Makes You Beautiful 
explains my point. The majority of the song focuses on 
explaining how the girl is insecure, but so attractive 
to the boys. They sing “Baby you light up my world 
like nobody else/ The way you flip your hair makes 

As the hipster fad thrives at LGHS, the word “mainstream” 
has become synonymous with “inferior.” Our generation tries 
to be unique in any way possible, but music preference seems 
to be where most people try the hardest. It seems that many 
people think listening to underground music makes their taste 
in music superior. 

However, people need to realize that music is art and there 
is no correct way to make art. There is no rulebook that says, 
“In order for a song to be good it has to include this, this, and 

this.” No one can decide whether a song, album, or artist is good or bad. Even though a 
portion of pop music includes inappropriate content and heavy autotuning effects, it is 
still music. There is a difference between having an opinion on a certain song, and labeling 
the song as bad. 

It’s clear that many pop artists use autotune, and many people criticize them for this. 
People argue that using autotune diminishes the necessity for a musician to be talented. 
However, autotune is nothing more than a modern tool that artists use to enhance their 
voices. Most artists, both non-pop and pop, use autotune to some degree, but pop musi-
cians are the only musicians who are lambasted for it. Many of the biggest pop stars like 
Lady Gaga, Miley Cyrus, Justin Bieber, and Katy Perry all have a natural talent for singing. 
If people took four minutes out of their day to watch a video of a live performance, they 
might see that. If they weren’t talented, they wouldn’t have been signed in the first place. 

Songs that are about partying, drinking, etc. are also labeled as bad because they lack 
deep, emotional meaning. But who said that music has to have meaning? If a musician 
wants to write a song about what they did last Friday night, then so be it. Music is a way 
that people express themselves; they are not producing music to please everybody. If you 
don’t like what someone is singing about, turn it off before bashing it. 

Listen to any kind of music that pleases you, whether that be an unsigned, underground 
band or an international pop star. Don’t listen to a musician because of how it makes you 
look or just because no one else knows about them. It doesn’t make you unique or quirky, 
because frankly, no one puts that much thought into your tunes.

If you attended Coronation this year and had a 
great time, I don’t have to further convince you of 
anything. If you didn’t have great time with a bunch 
of sweating teenagers in a room filled with mediocre 
“party” music picked out by a  middle aged man 
who was a teenager about thirty years ago, at least 
you gained new experiences, purchased excitingly 
expensive amounts of clothing, and looked amazing 
in pictures. If you in fact went with a friend, or 
multiple, chances are you had the best night out of 
everyone in the gymnasium. If you were expecting 

some kind of love to blossom from that night, 
chances are that love is waiting just 

around the corner, whether it be 
because you’ve realized that you 

should be the one to act upon 
your feelings as opposed to 

your date, or even just at 
the next school dance. 

For those who decided 
not to go at all. All that 
matters is that you 
made your night mem-
orable, because that’s 
really all that school 
dances are about. With-
out school dances, spirit 
rallies, and field trips, 

all that you’d remember 
from high school would 

probably be awful reading 
logs, required P.E. courses, and 

perhaps a teacher you particu-
larly did not enjoy. If school dances 

are just not for you, show that you can 
independently have an amazing time without 

guidance from a school. If your night was not sat-
isfactory in any way, take it as a lesson to be even 
more daring and focused on your enjoyment next 
year. You can even take the experience to give you 
give you the encouragement to initiate fun in your 
life now, instead of waiting another year.

No one wants to be remembered as the one guy 
or girl who was “too cool” for school-wide social 
events. One day, your children will be asking what 
you did the night of the higschool dance. Hopefully, 
you won’t have to tell them that you were that kid 
who was crouched over a Facebook photo album, 
regretting the time you didn’t spend having fun. 
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me overwhelmed/ but when you smile at the 
ground it ain’t hard to tell/ you don’t know you’re 
beautiful/ That’s what makes you beautiful.” The 
band is singing about how attractive it is that a 
girl is so insecure. This tricks many teenage girls 
into believing that maybe, if they are as modest 
and insecure as the girls One Direction appar-
ently finds attractive, maybe they will be liked 
by more boys. Because of this, girls feel the need 
to put themselves down in order to “look cuter” 
and fit the mold of the girl who “doesn’t know 
she is beautiful.”

I’m not saying that it is acceptable for an 
extremely arrogant, overly confident teen-

age girl to respond to compliments with 
“ya, I know I’m hot.” I am simply saying 
that it is okay for girls to feel good 

about themselves, and to be 
able to accept compliments. 
There is something wrong 
with the way our society 
frowns upon a self-assured 
girl. This discourages girls 

to feel beautiful, and to truly 
embrace themselves.

these false connections trivialize real ones.
This is not to say that a personal connection 

is required in order to feel sad about something. 
In fact, it is more sensitive to those afflicted 
to display straight-forward empathy instead of 
presenting some far-fetched story about a distant 
relative who was also slightly a victim of the same 
event. The reason that counterfeit connections 
are so harmful is that the narrator’s true end 
goal is not to show sympathy, but to receive the 
sympathy of others. Personal connection stories 
could be a very powerful mechanism to comfort 
others, but there are more sincere ways to show 
sympathy without drawing attention to yourself.
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