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by Kelsey Fleming
World Editor 

On Oct., 15 and Oct. 16, Iran and the six world powers began a 
series of discussions in Geneva, Switzerland concerning Iran and its 
nuclear program. Iran, in hopes of pushing its nuclear energy program 
forward, laid out a clear and concise plan that the European Union’s 
foreign policy chief called “very useful.” In light of President Hassan 
Rouhani’s appointment to office this past summer, many are hopeful 
that a resolution is in sight. 

After the meetings, Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Alexander 
Lukashevich stated, “In our view, although it was very tough, it was 
quite, quite promising. [Iran’s proposals] could move the negotiating 
process forward, and are evidence of the Iranian side’s intention to… 
resolve the issues that are of concern to the six powers.”

 Representatives from Iran and representatives from Russia, China, 
France, Britain, Germany, and the United States, all members of the 
P5+1 bloc, led the negotiations. Catherine Ashton, European Union 
foreign policy chief, served as the chairman for the the P5+1 bloc, 
while Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif led the Iranian delegation. 
Javad Zarif said, “I am hopeful that we can reach agreement on a 
roadmap to find a path towards resolution.”

In order to ease tensions and reach an agreement, the Obama 
administration has stated that it would be willing to provide Iran with 

By Hyuntae Byun
News Editor

President Obama’s foreign policy has shifted. He is focusing on 
enhancing the United States’ influence in Asia; however, the recent 
government shutdown and debt ceiling crisis has led to issues in 
America’s relationship with Asian powers. During the shutdown, Obama 
cancelled visits to two Asian economic summits in Indonesia and 
Brunei. Obama also called off visits to Malaysia and the Philippines, 
cutting short a week-long visit to Asia, which had the purpose of 
furthering United States’ trade and defense cooperation and influence, 
instead transferring his responsibilities to Secretary of State John 
Kerry. 
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by Quincey Klein
Editor-in-Chief

Singapore is a tropical Southeast Asian country made up of 
one main island and several other smaller islands. Located at the 
tip of the Malay Peninsula, Singapore is a melting pot of various 
ethnic groups. Singapore is a city-state, meaning the country is 
an independent entity composed of only one city. Under British 
sovereignty until 1964, Singapore is now a prosperous, independent 
metropolis. 

The official language of Singapore is English, which makes it 
easy for Westerners to travel and communicate there. Other offi-
cial languages are Tamil, Malay, and Chinese. The establishment 
of multiple official languages is due to the wide ethnic spectrum 
of people living in the country. The residents are 74.2 percent 
Chinese, 13.3 percent Malays, 9.2 percent Indians, and 3.3 percent 
other ethnicities.

Singapore’s Changi airport ranks as one of the most luxurious in 
the entire world. It features a butterfly enclosure, movie theaters, 

Country of the Month: Singapore

The Yeti exists?
by Sarah Bainbridge
Culture Editor 

The existence of the mythical beast of the Himalayas known 
as the yeti has been “proven” time and time again, but newly 
uncovered research from the University of Oxford may be the 
final say in the yeti debate. Geneticist Bryan Sykes, after asking 
for samples from the public, recently analyzed hairs from a 
mummified yeti a hunter had shot 40 years ago and found a 
surprising match to the DNA. The Yeti hairs were a 100 percent 
match to the DNA of an ancient polar bear in Svland, Norway 
that lived tens of thousands of years ago. 

Sykes calls this discovery an, “exciting and completely 
unexpected result.” He also stated that it is very doubtful 
that the polar bear is still secretly wandering the himalayas, 
but this discovery does provide a reasonable explanation for 
where the legend of the Yeti came from. Sykes said a possible 
theory could also be that the modern yeti is the descendant 
of the ancient polar bear and the more common brown bear. 

Sykes’ findings will appear on British Television and have 
been submitted for review to an academic journal with hopes 
of being published. He is also planning on writing a book that 
will come out next year. 

(Sources: BBC, CNN)

Obama sends Secretary of State to Asia in his place

World powers discuss nuclear Iran

by Rachel Salisbury     
Opinion Editor

After a long period of deliberation over America’s military involve-
ment in Syria, Russia and the United States have agreed to disarm 
Syria of its chemical weapons. With full and unexpected cooperation 
from Bashar al-Assad, Syria’s president, the arsenal that was previously 
used against Syria’s citizens has been dismantled.  

The plan is to destroy Syria’s capability to make toxic weapons and 
for all of the weapons already created to be contained. Sources have 
reported that Syria previously possessed 1000 metric tons of chemi-
cal weapons. Despite the internal conflict in Syria and international 
disagreement on how the chemical weapons should be handled, as of 
Oct. 31 US officials who have been in Syria for a month have observed 
complete compliance from the Syrian officials.

So far, American officials have inspected twenty-one of the 
twenty-three declared sites, which house thirty-nine of the forty-one 
facilities containing chemical weapons. The two remaining sites have 
been declared too dangerous for inspectors. As a result, the equipment 
that manufactures the chemical weapons has been moved off site for 
proper investigation and to insure that the equipment is no longer 
used. The remaining two facilities will be properly inspected once 
they are safe, according to one UN official. All production facilities 
have been deemed inoperable as of Oct 31, one day ahead of their 
deadline, Nov. 1.

The elimination of Syrian weaponry should be finished mid-2014, 
and Assad will remain in office until the inspection is complete. 
Assad’s opponents view this critically, as they are afraid that this 
compromise will allow Assad to escape punishment. Others, according 
the New York Times, are concerned that the chemical weapons are not 
the real problem, and that there should be more focus on addressing 
humanitarian issues and ending the violence in general.

(Sources: New York Times, ABC News)

Weapons checked

KERRY VISITS ASIA: John Kerry makes a speech in the US embassy in Bejing.

Many Asian countries are not reacting well to Obama’s apprent 
snub. They believe he has prioritized domestic affairs over Asian 
foreign policy. In a Bloomberg News article, former Asia director 
of the National Security Council under Bill Clinton Ken Lieberthal 
called Obama’s cancelled visits “a serious blow to U.S. diplomacy” 
and said that Obama’s decision to cancel “cannot but affect views 
in Asia” about the United States’ commitment to foreign policy 
reform in Asia.

Obama instead sent John Kerry to lead U.S. delegations at the 
annual Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation group meeting in Indone-
sia and the meeting of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
in Brunei. Regional powers like China, Russia, and India attended 
the East Asia Summit in Brunei. At the summit, Obama was set to 
attend a conference addressing China’s recent controversial territo-
rial claims on islands in the East and South Chinese seas, namely 
those that are also claimed by Japan and the Philippines, among 
others. In such matters, many nations view the United States as 
a mediator and stabilizer.

The trip’s original goals included increasing progress on a 
proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership between twelve nations, which 
would create a free-trade zone connecting a region that annually 
economically outputs an approximate 26 trillion dollars. This Trans-
Pacific Partnership is centered around lowering tariffs, addressing 
intellectual property laws and regulations, the power and influence 
of state enterprises, labor conditions, and electronic commerce 
between the twelve nations involved. 

     With Obama absent, Chinese President Xi Jinping visited the 

relief on sanctions as long as Iran would be prepared to reduce 
the pace and breadth of their nuclear and uranium enrichment 
programs. Under the Treaty of the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, Iran has the ability to develop nuclear fuel for civilian 
purposes. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, “Now 
is an opportune moment to reach a genuine diplomatic solution 
that peacefully ends Iran’s military nuclear program.”

Because of sanctions and their effect on the economy, Iran 
has been open to negotiations and discussions about its nuclear 
program. With this new openness and the air of positivity after 
Ruhani’s appointment to office, many believe that a resolution is 
in sight. A senior US official said, “The stakes are higher because 
the expectations are so much higher. We aren’t naive about the 
challenges, but there is a new openness that is encouraging.”

After the discussions in Geneva, a senior Obama administration 
official stated, “I’ve been doing this now for about two years, and 
I have never had such intense, detailed, straightforward, candid 
conversations with the Iranian delegation before. There is more 
work, much more work to do. This is a beginning. Beginnings 
are rarely groundbreaking because you are putting pieces on the 
table.” Representatives from Iran and the six world powers plan 
on meeting again in Geneva on Nov. 7 and Nov. 8.

(Sources: BBC News, CNN, New York Times, USA Today)

Indonesian conference, where he unveiled plans to increase secu-
rity and defense with Malaysia, areas in which Obama had been 
set to speak about during the conference. These actions by the 
Xi Jinping are the latest in what is being called a spillover effect 
and an increased push by China to further its regional influence 
in what many Asian countries are increasingly seeing as a power 
vacuum with the absence of the United States. Obama’s lack of 
participation is seen as the latest in a continuing trend of increase 
of China’s regional power at America’s expense. 

(Sources: The Economist, Bloomberg)

and a swimming pool. Its reputation has garnered over 430 
awards, including Top Worldwide Airport given by Wanderlust 
Travels eleven times.

One of Singapore’s attractions is the world’s first “night 
safari.” This new adventure gives visitors a view into the noc-
turnal world of animals that is uncommonly seen by humans.

Singapore has a zero-tolerance for illegal drugs. The pun-
ishment for those who bring illegal substances into the country 
is execution. Singapore has other strict laws by Western stan-
dards, including a ban on chewing gum and the punishment 
of caning for offensives such as drunk driving, vandalism, 
and not flushing the toilet after using it. Pornography is also 
punishable by fines and jail time.

Despite its small geographical size, Singapore is the fifth 
leading business center in the world. Its economy was the 
fastest growing in the world in 2010. Singapore also has the 
fourth largest foreign exchange market in the world. Its infla-
tion rates are extremely low, at 1.9 percent between 2007 and 
2009. Singapore also ranked second in the world for investment 
potential for sixteen consecutive years.

(Sources: Changi Ariport, Rediff Business, Business Insider)

KERRY MEETS CHINESE PRESIDENT: US Secretary of State meets with Xi Jinping

THE MARINA BAY SANDS: This hotel overlooks the central canal in Singapore.

VIEW OF CENTRAL CANAL: This is the scenic view from the Marina Bay Sands.
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CHEMICAL WARFARE: One of the weapons deployed in the attack on Ghouta.
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