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by Niamh Doyle
Opinion Editor

If you’ve been on the internet or watched TV in the last few months, 
you’ve most likely seen Malala Yousafzai. Malala has been on every news 
channel, blog, and talk show. She is seen as a role model for girls, an 
advocate for education, and an opponent of social and political oppres-
sion. In her illuminating book, I Am Malala, she takes the reader back 
to her home in Swat, Pakistan, in order to explain the origins of her 
courage, drive, and inspiration. We accompany 
Malala on her journey through the tumultu-
ous jungles of political activism, witness her 
struggle against the stifling Taliban regime, 
and experience the gratitude that Malala 
receives on a global scale. 

At the beginning of the book Malala 
explains the origin of her own passion for 
education by introducing us to her father, 
Ziauddin Yousafzai. A persuasive man with a 
heart of gold, Ziauddin is a political activist 
in his community. Petitioning for environ-
mental issues and education for children, he 
is a respected and influential member of his 
community in Swat. After opening a school for 
children of all cultures and backgrounds, he 
instilled within Malala a passion for education. 
Along with a love for education, Ziauddin passed to his daughter the 
gift of public speaking, and an innate courage and resilience against 
oppression.

Malala describes her happy childhood in Swat as she benefited 
from her education and competed with her peers. She depicts carefree 
times in which she learned from her family and from her community, 
interpreting the lively world around her through her 7-year-old eyes.

The tone of the book dampens, however, as the Taliban takes over. 
After 9/11, Yousafzai describes the social tension that arose all over 
Pakistan. Citizens of Swat were forced to conform to the Taliban’s 
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Witches and voodoo captivate American Horror Story fans

Potentially Oscar-worthy movies and actresses

by Sean Clark
Humor Editor

On Oct. 9, 5 million horror fans rejoiced when American Horror Story: Coven 
premiered on FX. The third season premiere yielded the series’ highest ratings, 
and the first two episodes are the top two rated episodes out of any FX telecast. 
American Horror Story: Coven could potentially challenge Sons of Anarchy as 
the highest rated television season on FX. Unlike most series, American Horror 
Story has a new plot every season; however, the main cast returns each season 
as different characters. The first season included a house that possessed a super-
natural presence; the second depicted the events occurring in an insane asylum 
during 1965, and the third season is about a coven of witches in New Orleans.

American Horror Story: Coven follows a community of witches and voodoo 
practitioners, taking place in the present day, but flashing back to the 1800’s. 
The main character, Zoe Benson, is sent off to a witch school in New Orleans 
after her powers are revealed when she accidentally kills her boyfriend. Three 
young witches accompany Zoe to Miss Robicheaux’s Academy for Exceptional 
Young Ladies. The academy is ruled by Cordelia Foxx, the daughter of New 
Orleans’ supreme witch, Fiona Goode. Fiona Goode returns to New Orleans after 
a long absence and struggles to maintain her youth and power. After Madison 
Montgomery, a student at Robicheaux’s, is gang raped at a frat party, she kills 
the rapists using her magic. Later on, Zoe and Madison resurrect an innocent 
boy whom Madison killed in her murderous rampage. 

The first two episodes have a side plot that reveals what happened between 
the racist aristocrat, Madame Marie Delphine LaLaurie, and the African-Amer-
ican voodoo Queen of New Orleans, Marie Laveau, during the 1800’s. Both of 
these women are based on historical figures.  LaLaurie enrages Laveau because 
LaLaurie secretly tortures her slaves in gruesome ways, including Laveau’s 
husband. Laveau gives LaLaurie a potion that will supposedly will keep her 
husband faithful. However, the potion was actually a trap that makes LaLaurie 
immortal. The African-American victims of LaLaurie capture her, put her in a 
coffin, and bury her underground, where she will be imprisoned forever. The 
two time frames come together when Fiona Goode finds that both Laveau and 
LaLaurie are alive and well. 

This season could possibly be my favorite. I believe that American Horror 
Story: Coven’s director, Ryan Murphy, is producing the only horror story that 
includes great acting, cinematography, and themes. The themes of oppression 
and feminism are not often seen in television. The storyline has proven to 
be very interesting so far, however, the second episode did not live up to the 
standards set in the first. The first episode was tasteful and bizarre, whereas 
the second episode was unintentionally humorous during some scenes. Despite 
this minor slip up, I still have faith that American Horror Story: Coven will be 
an entertaining addition to the series. I definitely recommend this series to 
anyone who loves the horror genre. Tune in on Wednesdays at 10PM on FX for 
your weekly dose of witches, feminism, voodoo, and Jessica Lange. 

by Sarah Bainbridge
Culture Editor 
Pecan bars are a sweet gooey treat perfect for the fall season. 
Even for those who aren’t a fan of pecans, the bars are worth 
a try. With their shortbread-esque crust and sugary filling, 
these treats are are sure to be a hit. 

Crust:
1 cup brown sugar
2 cups flour
1 cup melted butter

Filling:
4 eggs
8 oz. bag of chopped pecans
¼ cup flour
1 teaspoon salt
3 cups brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla

Directions:
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F
To prepare crust:
Place brown sugar and flour in a well greased 9 by 13-inch 
baking pan and stir until combined. Add butter and stir until 
evenly moistened. Pat the crust into the bottom on the pan 
and bake for 15 minutes. remove pan from oven and lower the  
temperature to 325 degrees F.

To prepare filling:
Crack eggs into a bowl and whisk until whites and yolks are 
completely combined. Add the pecans, flour, salt, brown sugar, 
and vanilla and mix until combined. Spread the mixture evenly 
over the crust and bake for 40-45 minutes, or until the filling 
is firm. Take the pan out of the oven and let the bars cool in 
the pan. after cooled completely, cut into 48 squares.

by Justine Reyes
Graphic Designer/ Web Editor

With the array of new Oscar nominee-worthy 
movies released this past year, the members 
of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences are going to have quite a difficult 
time deciding which movies and roles 
deserve a slot in nominations. However, 
some movies have already proved their 
worth in high ratings and box-office 
results this year. 

Movies in the run for the Best Picture 
category include 12 Years a Slave, directed 
by Steve McQueen and released on October 
18; Gravity, directed by Alfonso Cuarón and 
released on Oct. 4; The Butler, directed by Lee 
Daniels and in theaters now; Blue Jasmine, directed 
by Woody Allen and in theatres now; and Captain Phil-
lips, directed by Paul Greengrass and released on Oct 
11. Other movies creating high anticipation from 
critics include Saving Mr. Banks, directed by John 
Lee Hancock and releasing on Dec 20; Inside 
Llewyn Davis, directed by Joel & Ethan Coen, 
releasing on Dec 6; and Her, directed by Spike 
Jonze and releasing on Dec 18.

This December, Spike Jonze’s screenwriting 
debut Her will grace the big screens. As the 
fifth Jonze-directed movie in fourteen years, 
many are expecting it to be his best work. Her 
centers around Theodore Twombly, played by 
Joaquin Phoenix, a solitary man who engages in a 
romantic relationship with a female voice-operated 
computer system named Samantha, played by Scarlett 
Johansson. Though the screenplay is outlandish, Jonze 

interpretation of the Quran. Woman were hidden behind veils and 
closed doors, men were thrown in jail for the most minute of crimes, 
and public education was jeopardized all over the nation. 

Through it all, Malala and her father fought ferociously for educa-
tion and freedom. Ziauddin encouraged girls to continue to come to 
school with their books hidden, and boys to wear the newly required 
uniforms without adopting the Taliban’s unjust standards. Malala spoke 
out against the importance of education for young girls, and even 

wrote a blog for the BBC under the pen name 
Gul Makai all before her twelfth birthday. 

The book leads up to Malala’s infamous 
fate: the day she is shot by the Taliban. 
After learning about the Taliban and Malala’s 
role in her society, we understand how, at 
fifteen years of age, she is sought out by the 
Taliban because of her potential “threat” 
to Pakistan’s social atmosphere. Malala was 
rushed to the hospital and was eventually 
brought to Birmingham, England, where she 
currently resides. 

This book is not only acclaimed for the 
poignant and influential story, but also for 
the eloquence and precision with which 
Malala writes. Using shocking imagery and 
explicit detail, Malala successfully brings 

her readers on a journey through an unimaginable world. She flu-
ently awakens the world to the struggle between the citizens and the 
oppressive Taliban, and aids us in understanding her even more. Her 
courage and strength of mind has earned her a nomination for the 
Nobel Peace Prize, as well as international recognition as a symbol 
of peace and heroism. 

Malala continues to fight for women and for education, even from 
the safety of England. She wishes to return to Pakistan one day, where 
she will be greeted with open arms by a people inspired by her battle 
for humanity.  
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has quite the reputation of turning these radical sci-fi ideas into Academy Award 
nominated pictures.

Oscar veterans Meryl Streep in August: Osage County, Amy Adams in 
American Hustle, Cate Blanchett in Blue Jasmine, and Sandra Bullock in 

Gravity are expected to be in the running for best actress this year. 
Bullock gave a truly Oscar-worthy performance in her portrayal of 
Dr. Ryan Stone, a scientist who has to survive when she is separated 
from her shuttle and left adrift in outer space. Her performance 
is emotional and moving, and her physical and mental struggles 
make this science fiction film extremely personal. 

These phenomenal performers are expected to face a group of 
newcomers this year, including Bérénice Bejo in The Past, Adèle 

Exarchopoulos in Blue is the Warmest Color, and Greta Gerwig in 
Frances Ha. At this point in her career, thirty-year old Greta Gerwig 

is a master of playing a confused women in her late twenties. Although 
she’s played similar roles many times before, in Frances Ha, Gerwig 

shows her talent as an actress and impresses even the harshest 
critics. In the film, Frances is a young woman without any                                                             

direction in her life; she doesn’t really own an apartment 
and is in a dance company, but isn’t a dancer. This film 
shows a great friendship between Frances and her best 
friend Sophie. Unfortunately their friendship is destroyed 
due to Frances’ lack of responsibility. Aesthetically, this 
movie is superb. With striking black and white shots of 
New York City Paris, this movie is one of the most visu-
ally beautiful movies of the year. There is talk of Greta 
Gerwig being nominated for Best Actress and Frances Ha 
potentially being nominated for Best Picture. 

Though this year’s Oscar Ceremony is expected to 
please, it will be difficult to compare to last years, which 

included Jodie Foster’s coming out speech and a graceful fall 
by Jennifer Lawrence on her way to accept an Oscar for Best 

Actress. Regardless, the 2014 Academy Awards are guaranteed to 
shock, anger, and satisfy you .


