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FINLAYSON STAYS ON POINT
by Anna Esslinger

scene. For this role, Finlayson needed both acting
Culture Editor
and dancing skills.. Although she had long
If you hear a girl in the hallway say,
weekend rehearsals, Finlayson didn’t mind
“That place was so dodgy,” there is a
them because it was fun experience and
high probability that girl is freshman
she enjoyed hanging out with her ballet
Ailidy Finlayson. Born in Seattle, Finfriends. Another one of Finlayson’s favorite
layson moved to Scotland at a young
parts was as a page in “The Nutcracker.”
age and was raised there.
Finlayson said, “even though the audience
Finlayson lived in a coastal town
may not have viewed [it] as a big part, it
near Scotland’s capital, Edinburgh,
was significant to me because it was my
until sixth grade when she moved to
first role en pointe.”
America. Finlayson describes living in
Finlayson is not the only member
this quaint and picturesque town as
of her family on campus. Her older
“awesome.” There are definitely differsister Mhairi Finlayson is a junior
ences in the culture of Scotland and
and her older brother Calum gradthat of the US; Finlayson is a mix of
uated last year. Even though
both Scottish and American cultures. The
she swears her and her siblings
first cultural difference that comes to
are really different from each
Finlayson’s mind is the language and
other, she still gets along
slang. “Sometimes I’ll say something
with them really well. While
that seems completely normal to me
watching Finlayson and
and people will just be really conher sister speak to each
fused,” said Finlayson. Despite
other in their fast-paced,
living in America for almost
vaguely Scottish accents,
three years, Finlayson’s accent
it is obvious that the
is still apparent, though faint,
two have a good sisterand can be heard especially
sister bond. Although
when she says certain words
she loves every
like Seattle.
member of her family,
Finlayson plays the
she cherishes her cat,
cello for the LGHS orchesLoki, named after the
tra. She took up the cello
viking god of mischief
five years ago because,
before The Avengers came
“it was offered at my
out, the most. She considers
school and my sister said it
Loki to be one of her favorite things in
was really fun.” Finlayson
the world.
enjoys playing pop music,
Many words can describe Ailidy
especially Lady Gaga, which she
Finlayson; Scottish slang-user, cellohad the privilege of playing at the Fisher
player, ballet-dancer, or cat-lover
Picnic and Pops concert last year.
would suffice, but none fully capture
Finlayson has been also dancing for
her essence. Finlayson is kind and
nine years and currently dances at Los Gatos
easy to get along with; she is sure to
courtesy A.Finlayson
Ballet. She has performed in San Jose Dance
leave her mark on LGHS whether it be
Theater’s The Nutcracker and Los Gatos Ballet’s for her cello-playing abilities, her ballet skills, being
Swan Lake, and Cinderella. Her favorite role was a member of the Finlayson clan, or for simply being
that of a “party-girl” in “The Nutcracker”’s party a kind and unforgettable person.

Quinn swims at LG
by Violet Wallerstein
World Editor

Quinn Cunniff is one of the exciting
new freshmen to join LGHS this year. Cunniff
was born in Michigan and moved to Sydney,
Australia, when he was six. From there, he
moved to California at age ten. He has two
siblings, an older sister, Sloan Cunniff, who
is a senior here at Los Gatos, and an older
brother, Sean, who will be a sophomore at
Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles. Cunniff enjoys spending time with both
of his siblings, especially his brother when
he is home from college. The three of them
like to explore new places together such as
new restaurants and bowling alleys.
This young athlete has joined the LGHS
water polo team and is planning to be
a part of the swim team in the spring.
Cunniff has been swimming since he was
four-years-old and has always enjoyed competing. “I've always been a fan of swimming. I think
there a is a variety of things you can do in a pool, whether its a game or a team sport, it's always
been something that's been fun for me.” Cunniff said. Some of Cunniff’s favorite activities
include watching televison, hanging out with
his friends, and going to San Francisco or Santa
Cruz. Cunniff also likes to play card games or
board games when he has the time. He and his
friends enjoy playing video games together or
going to the movies.
This year, Cunnif is excited to meet new
people and get involved. He plans on taking a
variety of classes throughout his high school
career to discover where his interests lie. Right
now, he is enrolled in two honors classes, Spanish, and plays violin in the school orchestra.
Quinn appreciates all of his teachers for a
variety of reasons, but especially Mrs. McQuade
for being really nice and “very good at what she
does.” When asked about what he would want
to do in the future, Cunniff replied, “I could
be anything from a journalist to an engineer
at this point.” Cunniff is off to an incredible
start for the new school year.
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Cameron Sarnevesht makes new friends at LGHS
by Ari Sweedler
People Editor

While sophomore Cameron Sarnevesht is new
to this school, he already has a large friend group.
Before coming to Los Gatos, Sarnevesht went to
Archbishop Mitty, a local private school he described
as “similar to Los Gatos, but not free.” According to
Sarnevesht, the homework load at Mitty was “a lot
larger, but more full of busy work, and thus not as
productive as the homework here. The homework
here really helps me understand the subject matter
in a way in which the homework from Mitty didn’t.”
When asked about how welcoming each school
was, Sarnevesht said “As a freshman going to Mitty,
Mitty was much more welcoming than LGHS has
been as a sophomore, but that could have been
because everyone has to welcome freshmen.” Sarnevesht went on to say that he did not have such
a hard time assimilating into the Los Gatos student
photo courtesy C.Sarnevesht

body because “I had some friends who went Gatos does not. The biggest difference Sarnevesht
here last year, such as Sean Raynolds, my best mentioned was Mitty’s “off periods,” which is like
friend in Kindergarten. We’re still tight, and [I a study hall that lasts a whole period. This was also
know] a bunch of kids who are
one of the most common times in which Sarnevesht
on the Los Gatos Pumas,
would hang out with his friends. During
[a local soccer team] with
those “great times,” Sarnevesht would play
me, Alister Marcielle,
“a good game of recreational basketball”
Gabe Baranovsky, Bryce
with his friends or finish off the
Beahm, Ari Sweedler,
day’s homework.
and Zach Somers.”
After school, Sarnevesht
According to Sarwould either play more basnevesht, one of the best
ketball or skate with his
things about going to Los Gatos
friends. Even now, he still
rather than Mitty is that it is easier
skates with his friends from
to hang out with people from Los
Mitty. Sarnevesht described
es
Gatos. This is because people who go to
skating as his passion, because
J.Rey
Los Gatos live closer together than people who
“its always fun, easy to meet new
go to Mitty. With that being said, Sarnevesht
people through, and a great way to keep in touch
did admit that Mitty had some perks that Los with [his] friends from Mitty.”

Kokinos travels from Africa to South America
by Sarah Bainbridge
Culture Editor

Last year sophomore Eleni Kokinos and her
family decided to put aside work and school in favor
of traveling the world. Kokinos claims that out of
the nineteen countries she visited, Jordan was her
favorite because of the friendly vibe and good food
she found in the cities. Kokinos also found the form
of government in Jordan interesting; they are one
of the few countries that still have a legitimate
king. Kokinos wore headscarves and long skirts
in many of the countries she lived in, because
modesty for both genders is much more important
in these countries than it is in the United States.
Yet these differences in culture didn’t phase the
intrepid explorer, and little reminders of home
such as Coca-Cola and Snickers bars kept her from
longing the U.S.
Throughout her travels, Kokinos’s family never
used a translator and instead relied on their own
wits to get around. Her mother began taking
pictures of signs for bathrooms on her phone, so
she could show them to locals instead of trying to

pronounce the complicated words. Kokinos said,
“South America and Africa were the easiest to get
around in because in Africa they speak English and
my parents speak fluent Spanish.” While in South
America Kokinos took a four day trek to the famous
Machu Picchu and arrived at the historical sight just
in time to see the sun rise through the “Sun Gates.”
Along with intense hiking excursions, Kokinos
dove eighteen meters into the ocean after receiving
her recreational diving license. Despite these amazing experiences, she prefered the countries of Chile

and Egypt where she had some of the best food and
met some of the most interesting people. Egypt gave
her the opportunity to venture into the heart of
one of the Giza Pyramids and visit the sacred place
where the pharaohs were buried, and in Chile she
feasted on steaks and chocolate.
While Kokinos had many fun experiences, her
family also had religious experiences that would
not be possible anywhere else. For Easter, her family
went to Israel to participate in ceremonies that
included floating in the dead sea; they also went
to Buddhist temples and learned about the millions
of gods in Hindu traditions.
By the end of her trip Kokinos was tired of
having nowhere to call home and was glad to make
her way back to the U.S. Now that she has settled
back into the daily routine of life, she feels bored
and wishes she could have someone to talk about her
experiences with, someone who would really understand. The cultural differences she experienced and
the time she spent abroad has shaped her perspective on life and she hopes to travel somewhere new
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