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by Madison Prestine
News Editor

LGHS alumni Kiko Alonso was voted the rookie player “making the biggest 
impact through the first six weeks of the 2013 season” by ESPN analysts Gregg 
Rosenthal, Dan Hanzus, and Chris Wesseling on NFL Around The League. 

Alonso graduated from LGHS in 2008 and led the De Anza League and Central 
Coast Section with 150 total tackles, 12.5 tackles per game, 81 solo tackles, and 
69 assists. Alonso also led the Wildcats with 35 receptions, 559 total receiving 
yards, an average of 46.6 receiving yards per game, and 7 touchdowns his senior 
year. He was a dynamic member of Coach Cattolico’s team, helping the Wildcats 
win the De Anza League title with 10-1-1 overall record in 2008. 

Alonso was recruited by the University of Oregon where he was a part of the 
Ducks’ football program from 2008-2012. He was a redshirt freshman in 2008 
and in his sophomore year he secured the position as the primary reserve middle 
linebacker, playing in the final twelve games and recording 16 total tackles, 13 
of which were unassisted. In 2010, Alonso spent the entire season rehabbing a 
torn ACL, yet he came back strong for the 2011 season. That year he was ranked 
fourth in Oregon’s linebackers with 46 stops. Alonso was named the 2012 Rose 
Bowl Defensive Player of the Game, when Oregon defeated Wisconsin 45-38. In 
the Rose Bowl, Alonso recorded one interception, 1.5 sacks, and five tackles. 

In his senior season at Oregon, Alonso played all 13 games and registered 
87 total tackles (62 solo, 25 assisted), including 16 tackles for loss, a sack, four 
interceptions, seven pass deflections and two forced fumbles. With his success, 
Alonso earned second team all-conference honors. The University of Oregon 
defensive coordinator Nick Aliotti said “Kiko is a tremendous athlete with an 
unbelievable upside,” and predicted his success in the NFL.

In the second round of the 2013 NFL Draft the Buffalo Bills selected Alonso; 
he was the 46th overall pick. In week four of this season, he was named the 
rookie of the week. Alonso led the NFL in tackles with 66 by the end of week 
six, and after week seven he finished in third with 70 tackles behind Vontaze 
Burfictolb from Cincinnati who recorded 74 and Sean Lee from Dallas who had 
71. Alonso is also a leader in interceptions. He set a league record with 22 tackles 
against the Cincinnati Bengals in week six. The Bills head coach, Doug Marrone, 
commented on Alonso: “We’ve put quite a bit on his plate,” he is calling all 
defensive plays, and has yet to miss a snap.

As of Nov. 4, Alonso has recorded 89 tackles, one behind the leader, Vontaze 
Burfict. He has 2.0 sacks, 43 assists, 4 interceptions (tied for first), 4 pass deflec-
tions, and the Bills are 3-6, last in AFC East.

(Sources: ESPN, NFL.com, CBS Sports, Wikipedia, and SB Nation)

by Natalie Domengeaux 
Web Editor

It seems as though nothing can stop the LGHS girls’ 
tennis team. Currently, both the JV and Varsity teams 
are undefeated in the league, and hope to maintain this 
impressive record for the rest of the season. Recent matches 
include Milpitas, Homestead, Wilcox, Fremont, Santa Clara, 
Palo Alto, and Cupertino. Senior and Varsity team captain 
Michelle Gorshteyn reports that the Varsity team defeated 
Homestead High School 6-1 on Oct 15. The team did not 
stop there, but rather went on to beat Wilcox with a score 
of 7-0. They then swept Fremont High School 7-0 on Oct 
17, and finished the successful day with a stop at Pinkberry 
for some delicious frozen yogurt. Now, with these matches 
behind them, the girls are excited to be on their way to 
the second round of competition. 

Senior Lisa Yamada, a Varsity team member this year, 

by Brian Schunk
Sports Editor

The LGHS girls’ volleyball team has built very respectable record this season, 
and are currently 14-8 overall and 5-3 in their league. Their record, however, 
does not truly reflect how good of a team they have been this year. Their win-
ning percentage of .636 overall would be even better if luck had not eluded 
them the way that it has this season.

In matches of best of three sets or best of five sets decided by one set, the 
Wildcats have a record of 1-4, which suggests that luck has not been on LGHS’ 
side. The team has suffered heartbreaking losses that could have gone either 
way to formidable teams including Palo Alto.

Meanwhile, LGHS has dominated the matches they have won this year. The 
Wildcats have not allowed their opponents to win a single set in 9 of the 14 
matches they have won. They have especially dominated in matches against 
Monta Vista, winning their latest match against the Matadors in consecutive 
sets with the average margin of victory being 12.6 points in each set.   

LGHS has proven to be a tough opponent, showing that it will not go down 
without a fight. In the eight matches they have lost, the girls won at least 
one set five times.  Even in the matches where they could not win a set, the 
girls kept a close game, losing each set by an average of 3.4 points.  These rare 
shutout losses came against the top teams in the area including Archbishop 
Mitty, Los Altos, and St. Ignatius.

Luck has not been on the side of the Wildcats this year, but this has not 
discouraged the girls from having a very positive outlook heading into the CCS 
playoffs. Junior Elle Rogers said, “We are confident we will succeed in CCS this 
year. We have the focus and the skill it takes to win.”

The girls have proven to be a tough opponent wherever they have played, 
but one thing they have done particularly well this year is playing at home.  
The girls have 7-1 record when playing in Los Gatos.

LGHS will have its chance to prove itself as an elite team in the CCS playoffs, 
which they eagerly await. They have been practicing all year, and you can bet 
they will be tough competition for anyone they play. Last year, the Wildcats 
finished as the runner-ups in the CCS playoffs, and once again they are poised 
to make a run at the championship.  

by Aidan Adams-Campeau
Humor Editor

On Oct. 25, the Los Gatos Wildcats defeated their rivals, 
the Saratoga Falcons, in an impressive performance. The 
final score was a commanding 42-14, a comfortable victory 
for the Wildcats.

The Wildcats started the game strong, playing domi-
nantly as they established an 
early 14-0 lead. Junior Dru 
Brown threw a 12-yard pass 
to Senior Cody Marshall to 
score the game’s first points. 

Trying to even the score, 
the Falcons quickly strung 
together a successful drive, 
bringing the ball up the field 
before Senior Corey Olivet 
intercepted a pass. Los Gatos 
soon had another scoring 
drive, going 73 yards in  13 
plays, kept alive by a 25-yard pass to senior Logan Chap-
man. Olivet took the ball into the endzone with a 9-yard 
reception from Brown. The Wildcats brought the score to 
14-0 with 6:37 left in the first half.

The Falcons put points on the board before the end of 
the half. With 3:55 left, Saratoga quarterback J.J. Walters 
found one of his receivers, Tony Capek, for a touchdown. 
The Wildcats refused to go quietly into halftime, intercept-
ing a Saratoga pass and and running for another touchdown 

Alonso is #1 rookie

LGVB makes CCS

has been enjoying her final season playing tennis as a 
Wildcat. She has performed incredibly this year, and is 
proud to have won each match in which she has played. 
Yamada says that in general, the non-league matches are 
difficult, but that her match against Homestead High School 
was the most difficult of all. 

When asked to name her favorite part of playing on the 
team this year, Yamada quickly answered, “My favorite part 
of the team is being able to play with my friends, and I love 
sharing this sport with them. Since we are now seniors, it's 
nice to be a role model for everyone.” Although Yamada 
is very serious about serving as a good role model, she 
and the team certainly make time for fun during the busy 
season. She recalls, “One particularly memorable moment 
was during a pasta feed. My teammates caked each other in 
the face.” Another special moment during Yamada’s senior 
season was when she and sophomore Emma Shahbi won 
their match against Fremont on the third set with a score 
of 17-15. She admits, “That was the most intense game I 
have played in a while.” It was a nail-biter, but also an 
incredible win for both girls. 

Senior Brenda Chan concurrs with Yamada, stating 
that, “My favorite part is definitely the friends I’ve made. 
While we all work to improve our tennis skills, we also 
exchange jokes that make everyone laugh. I can always 
count on a tennis teammate to offer me support and cheer 
me on, both in matches and in my personal life.” Chan 
has made a real impact on the team and will certainly be 
missed next year.

The girls’ tennis team is definitely going above and 
beyond expectations this year with an undefeated season. 
They have the whole school’s support behind them as they 
head into their exciting second round of competition. 

LG girls tennis finishes strong

LG football beats the falcons
with 30 seconds on the clock. Senior Keegan Kreutzer 
carried the ball 4 yards for Los Gatos’s third touchdown 
of the night.

In the second half, Los Gatos junior Joey Wood scored 
three touchdowns, securing the Wildcats’s lead. Wood 
scored the first of his touchdowns on a 3-yard run with 
3:15 remaining in the third quarter. Wood had another 

touchdown run before the Falcons 
could retaliate, this one for 2-yards 
with 10:51 left in the fourth quarter.

The Falcons scored once more 
before the end of the game. Walters 
threw a 42 yard pass to Saratoga 
receiver Joey Medeiros to make the 
game 35-14. Despite their late-game 
score, the Falcons were unable to 
mount a comeback in time.

The Wildcats finished strong, 
and Wood scored his final touch-
down on a 39-yard run with 6:00 

remaining in the game. Los Gatos won 42-14.
Joey Wood had an incredible game, rushing for 201 

yards in 23 attempts against Saratoga. However, the offense 
was not the only factor that led to the Wildcats’ win. “Our 
defense played really well,” said Los Gatos coach Mark 
Krail. Senior Bailey McNally had two sacks, senior Jack 
Tittle had one, and Olivet had an interception.

The Wildcats are now 5-3. They were defeated by Wilcox 
last week. 

By Quincey Klein
Editor-in-Chief

On Oct. 13, LGHS’ intermediate (black) and advanced 
(orange) cheer teams made a promising debut in their first 
competition. The event took place at Six Flags Discovery 
Kingdom in Vallejo. The black team placed first in their 
category, while the orange team placed second. While 
the cheerleaders are mostly seen at their performances 
at football games and at the spring and fall spirit rallies, 
they put most of their work into their competition season.

This first competition held a special significance because 
it marked the advanced team’s first encounter with compet-
ing against level three teams. In the sport of cheerleading, 
levels are equivalent to sports leagues. As two-year defend-
ing national champions, LGHS moved up from level 2.5 to 
level 3. Now, the lady Wildcats are given more leeway in 
stunts, like in performing full layouts and more advanced 
routines. Some key tumblers who perform these advanced 
stunts are senior Desi Borgese and junior Shannon Ross.

On Oct. 27, at the team’s second competition, the black 
team made school history, earning a score of 89, which was 
the highest out of all the divisions. They won the title of 
Grand Champions at the competition at the University of 

the Pacific. The orange teamed earned a score of 85. Cross-
overs, or cheerleaders who  perform on both teams, expe-
rienced both of the wins. These girls include sophomores 
Nicole Calise, Makayla Martinez, and Chloe Borgese.

It has been a months of firsts, as the cheerleaders also 
cheered on their first game of water polo. The coach of the 
Varsity boys’ water polo team spoke to the cheerleading 
coach, Mary Khan, asking if they could come out to support 
his team. On Oct. 9, the cheer captains and sideline cheer 
team cheered on the boys from the pool deck. 

Despite their successes, the cheer teams have also faced 
their fair share of challenges. A string of injuries compli-
cated the organization of the teams during the beginning 
of the year. Within the span of two weeks, the team was 
forced to regroup and problem solve after three girls could 
no longer compete on the advanced team.

Senior and co-captain Ali O’Neill said, “Being captain 
my senior year with my friend [junior] Megan Haire has 
been a really fun experience so far and we have a really 
talented group of girls.” The goal for the team this year is to 
live up to their nationally-recognized winning reputation. 
With such a successful history, the girls this year are faced 
with upholding the tradition in a higher level. 

LG cheer flips up to the top

courtesy Dan O’Gorman

SHOOT TO SUCCEED: Shea O’Gorman hits the ball over the net to earn her team a point in the match.

N. Domengeaux 

PREPARING FOR BATTLE: Tennis team huddles up to prepare for their match.

J. Reyes
PREPARING FOR BATTLE: the team takes a knee to plan strategy.


