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Red Sox triumph over the Redbirds
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SWING AWAY: David Ortiz hits a two-run home run to right field in game one of the series

by Brian Schunk
Sports Editor

The end of the MLB postseason marks the end of an incredible turnaround 
year for the Boston Red Sox. Having finished in last place in their division 
with a record of 69-93 last year, the Red Sox fired their manager and hired 
John Farrel. Their decision certainly paid off, as they finished first in their 
division this year and defeated the St. Louis Cardinals in six games on their 
way to becoming World Champions for the third time in the last decade.

The World Series was a showdown of offensive powerhouses. The Red Sox 
and the Cardinals both led their respective leagues in runs scored this season, 
and finished with identical 97-65 records, the best in the major leagues.

The Cardinals found their way to the playoffs by having a historic season 
in terms of batting with runners in scoring position. Their team batting 
average with runners in scoring position was an outrageous .330, the best 
mark of any major league team in over forty years.

Their record was greatly aided by production from youthful players 
such as Matt Adams, Shelby Miller, Michael Wacha, Carlos Martinez, and 
Trevor Rosenthal, none of whom are older than 23. Wacha, 22, dominated 
for the Cardinals during the postseason after spending much of the year 
in the minor leagues.

The Red Sox benefited greatly in the regular season from several key 
free-agent signings in the offseason. These signings include Shane Victo-
rino, Stephen Drew, and Mike Napoli. These players were a huge factor in 
getting the Red Sox to the World Series. Along with a group of players who 
were very familiar to Boston including David Ortiz, Dustin Pedroia, Jacoby 
Ellsbury, and Jon Lester, new manager Farrell had a deeply talented squad 
of players to work with.  Full of veteran talent, Boston had the experience 
and the skill to become World Champions.

It was a battle of youth versus experience, and experience came out on 
top. In game one, the pressure may have gotten to the young Cardinals as 

they made three errors, allowing Boston to score four runs. Boston won by a 
score of 8-1, with Adam Wainwright only pitching 5 innings for the Cardinals. 
Veteran left-hander Jon Lester pitched 7.2 shutout innings for the Red Sox.   

In game two the youthful trio of Wacha. Martinez, and Rosenthal shut 
down the Red Sox offense, combining to pitch the entire game. They allowed 
four hits and two runs while striking out twelve.  The Red Sox offense was 
held in check all game, and Boston eventually gave up the lead on one play 
in which they made two errors allowing two runs to score. In the end, the 
Cardinals defeated the Red Sox 4-2.

Game three had by far the most bizarre finish of any game in the series. 
It was a tie game in the bottom of the ninth and the Cardinals had runners 
on second and third base with one out. St. Louis outfielder Jon Jay hit a 
ground ball to Dustin Pedroia, who threw out the runner trying to reach 
home plate. The out at home having been made, Red Sox catcher Jarrod 
Saltalamacchia tried for one more and threw the ball to third base. The throw 
was wild and third baseman Will Middlebrooks dove to catch it but missed. 
As he lay on the ground, Allen Craig, the base runner, ran to home from 
third base and tripped over Middlebrooks’ legs. Obstruction was immediately 
called, and though Craig was tagged out, he was allowed to score. This call 
won the game for the Cardinals, with the final score being 5-4.    

Jonny Gomes came up big for the Red Sox in game four to help them 
even the series to 2-2. He hit a three-run homerun in the sixth inning to 
break a 1-1 tie and give the Red Sox the lead. John Lackey, normally a 
starting pitcher, was called upon to pitch the eighth inning. He did not 
allow a baserunner in his inning of work. Then, Boston called upon their 
closer, Koji Uehara, to finish the game. There were two outs and a runner 
on first when Uehara threw over to first base and picked off Cardinal rookie 
Kolten Wong to end the game. Wong became the first base runner ever to 
be picked off to end a world series game.  Boston won by a score of 4-2.

In game five both David Ortiz and Jon Lester continued their brilliant 
success stories in the series to that point. Ortiz had three hits in four at 
bats, boosting his series batting average to an insane .733. In his first at 
bat, he hit an RBI double to give the Red Sox the early lead, and Jon Lester 
never gave up that lead. Lester pitched 7.2 innings and only gave up four 
hits and one run. Thanks to offensive contributions from Jacoby Ellsbury 
and David Ross, the Red Sox scored two more runs in the seventh inning. 
Uehara came in and pitched the final four outs for the save, and the Red 
Sox won 3-1 to give them a 3-2 series lead heading back to Boston.

The Red Sox won game six to complete the series victory. It was the 
first time in ninety-five years that the Red Sox clinched a World Series at 
Fenway Park. John Lackey pitched 6.1 innings and only allowed one run 
and the Red Sox scored three runs in the third inning and three more in 
the fourth inning. The Red Sox won the game by the score of 6-1. David 
Ortiz was named World Series MVP. Ortiz had eleven hits in sixteen at-bats 
and drew eight walks while only striking out once. He hit two home runs 
and had six runs batted in.   

Band excels
by Lauren Finkle
Web Editor

Gilroy High School received a special treat when the 
LGHS marching band performed the precursor to their 
full show at the competition that took place on Oct. 
12. Chris Marra, music director, said, “We had a great 
first performance, but our show is not fully complete 
so we placed fourth out of four this year. We were 
expecting this. The students were really great overall.”

The marching band performed a partial show again 
at Chabot College on Oct. 19. There, they won first in 
Music Ensemble, Individual Music, and Guard for the 
first time ever, and earned third in their class.

 Following their performance at Chabot, the band 
is taking two weekends off to focus on finishing the 
show and fine-tuning its performance. They plan to 
present the full show on Nov. 9 at Independence, which 
will allow them to “really be able to see where [they] 
are competitively,” Marra explained. 

Senior Sebastian Alarcon, head drum major, has 
no doubts that the marching band will make its mark. 
He believes, “Unlike past years where we have had 
a feeling of starting over every season, this season 
feels more like a continuation of last season’s positive 
momentum... I feel really proud this year to know that 
we have a dedicated staff, dedicated section leaders 
and assistant drum majors, and dedicated members.” 
Following this performance, they will go to Logan on 
Nov. 16 and state championships on Nov. 23.
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PLAYING THEIR HEARTS OUT: The LGHS marching band performs


