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Delicious new pizza shop opens Fall play is revealed
by Sean Clark
Humor Editor

An innovative new restaurant has popped up in between 
Trader Joe’s and Baja Fresh on Los Gatos Boulevard. Top This 
is a custom pizza parlour that has been dubbed the 
Chipotle of pizza. Jerry Raymond, the owner 
of the Sky High Sports facilities, and 
Yovette Raymond, two time winner 
of the “Best Manager of the Year” 
award, opened Top This on Sept. 
13. Raymond has been making 
pizza for years at Sky High 
Sports, and now is expanding 
into independent restaurants. 

The compact restaurant 
proves that good things really 
do come in small packages. 
Customers are greeted by 
pleasant smiles, delectable 
smells, and a friendly staff. 
Each ten-inch pizza is eight dol-
lars and custom made to the con-
sumer’s every whim. The choices 
of dough, sauce, meat, cheese, and 
veggies give pizza lovers 20,000 dif-
ferent possible combinations. Big Bertha, 
the restaurant’s wood fired oven, will bake 
your pizza in three minutes or less. Jerry Raymond 
recommends Leo’s Chickenlicious and the Zesty Red Sauce. 
The menu includes many healthy, organic, and fresh options 
including gluten free and herb infused whole wheat dough. The 
Raymonds plan to open at least three more restaurants within 

a year, including a location on Blossom Hill Road.
My experience at Top This was utterly flawless and exceeded 

the 4.5/5 star rating on Yelp. The originality of this restaurant 
was the first thing I noticed. The Subway-style customiza-

tion process was fast and the staff was helpful, 
informative, and efficient. As I waited in 

line, looking at the extensive menu and 
trying to think of what I wanted on my 

pizza, I overheard the staff making 
suggestions and conversing with 

the customers. The service at 
Top This is warm and friendly;:a 
perfect family restaurant. The 
owners, Yovette and Jerry, 
chat with the customers and 
are clearly motivated to make 
this restaurant the best it can 
be. The menu is like a diction-
ary of every delicious pizza 
ingredient possible, ranging 

from creamy garlic alfredo sauce 
to fresh artichoke hearts. 

I devoured my red onion, arti-
choke heart, buffalo mozzarella 

cheese, and red sauce pizza despite my 
already full stomach. It only helps that 

this restaurant is only a few minutes down 
the street from LGHS and whips out pizzas faster 

than Chipotle can make a burrito. Top This is a breath of 
fresh air for all Los Gatos foodies, like myself. The days of 
traveling all the way to Santana Row or Downtown Campbell 
for quality pizza are over.

AP science classes loved Catalina

SUNRISE HIKE: Everybody in camp awakened by 5:30 AM to watch the sun rise. 

New clubs created
by Lauren Fredericks 
Sports Editor

Sept. 19 was Club Day for the fall semester, and at lunch LGHS’s lawn 
was flooded with students. Over fifty clubs came together to display the 
possible organizations students can join. Nearly all of the tables offered a 
treat of some sort to those who signed up. Highlights of the day included a 
heart-melting puppy poster at the Animal Rights Club’s table and full-sized 
candy bars from the Lions Club. Many returning clubs attended the event, 
such as the Gold Ribbon Club and 
Model United Nations. However, 
LGHS has many new clubs this 
year as well.

 The Animal Rights Club is dedi-
cated to helping animals that are 
in shelters or experiencing abuse. 
The club plans to volunteer at shel-
ters, host fundraisers, and organize 
donation drives for animals in 
need. Club officer sophomore Jen-
nifer Gurrola commented that, 
“[The Animal Rights Club] is special 
because people who care about 
animals can come together to really 
make a difference.” The club meets 
every other Thursday in Ms. Csik’s 
room, 107.

 The A Garden for Ghana Proj-
ect Club works with the village of 
Yamoransa in Ghana. Students work creatively to come up with ideas on how 
to improve the lives of the people of Yamoransa. The club hopes to promote 
environmentally friendly practices around the world as well. The meetings 
are at lunch in Ms. DeLaPaz’s room, 106. To join, you can fill out an applica-
tion on their website, sites.google.com/site/agardenforghanaprojectclub/.

 Girls Learn International, or GLI, is a club established to raise money and 
awareness for girls in countries where they lack education. The club meets 
every other Wednesday in Ms. Burlinson’s room, 104. The International Day 
of the Girl on Oct. 11, is their first large event. The president, sophomore 
Caitlin Cozine, remarked, “You have the chance to make a real difference 
…education opens the doors to countless opportunities.”

 The Ultimate Frisbee Club is run by sophomore Evan Seger, whose dad 
is a former professional at the sport, and sophomore Connor Pfaff. Pfaff 
explained, “A lot of people are discouraged by the difficulty of ultimate Fris-
bee, and we really just want to teach people how to play.” The club hopes to 
introduce people to the sport, help novices to improve, and eventually gradu-
ate to play other schools with teams, such as Bellarmine and Saint Francis.

 The Leave the Bubble Club hopes to promote traveling abroad and explor-
ing outside the ‘bubble’ of Los Gatos. Students will learn about other countries 
and their cultures. Members can receive community service and study new 
languages. The club meets every Orange Wednesday in Mr. Calmels’ room, 30. 
The Leave the Bubble Club helps turn students’ global dreams into realities.

 With so many interests and causes, LGHS has a wide variety of clubs, 
both new and old. There is always a club to join, no matter who you are. 
LGHS students can learn more by visiting the school website and clicking 
on the clubs page. 

SNORKEL READY: Three excited seniors await the afternoon snorkel excursion.  

CLUBS GALORE: LGHS even offers an exciting Ping Pong Club, which was a great hit at club day.   

GROOVE: Jazz club members show their musical skills.
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by Rheagan Rizio
Sports Editor

Following last year’s unconventional production of Julius Caesar, this year’s 
fall play, The Good Doctor, is much more traditional. Written by Neil Simon, 
the play is a collection of short stories that he wrote early in his career. The 
Good Doctor first premiered in 1973 and was nominated for five Tony awards. 

The show’s director is Tim Nielson, who made his debut as an LGHS direc-
tor last year with the spring musical, Urinetown. He chose The Good Doctor 
because he wanted a show that would be very accommodating and that could 
include many people, even those with busy schedules. Because the show is a 
collection of short stories, performers are not called to every rehearsal, and 
they can therefore participate in multiple extracurriculars. “We wanted show 
that could have a big cast. We’ve doubled up on parts, and made the show 
much more inclusive,” says Nielson. 

Senior Kathryn Samp, who plays the Girl, says “Rehearsals have just 
started, and so far it’s so much fun. The cast is great, and I’m really glad 
that I did it. Right now we’re working on memorizing our lines and putting 
scenes together. It’s going to be a great show. Seeing everything onstage is 
all the proof we need that all our hard work that we have put in is worth it. 
It’s the best feeling in the world.” 

Nielson says that he is most looking forward to seeing the show onstage, 
and seeing everything come together. The show opens on Nov. 14. There will 
be three performances—two evening performances on Nov. 14 and Nov. 16, 
and one matinee performance on Nov. 16. With all the work the participants 
are putting into this show, it is definitely a must-see.
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EXPLORING THE OCEAN: Students saw everything from tiger sharks to sting rays. 

by Niamh Doyle 
Opinion Editor

For most LGHS students, the second weekend of September 
was a normal one, days filled with sleeping, socializing, and 
homework. However, for AP Environmental Science and AP Biol-
ogy students, this weekend was one of learning and adventure. 
These juniors and seniors boarded planes, buses, and boats to 
reach to Catalina Island off the coast of Southern California, 
where they learned about its unique and diverse environment.

 The cheery and hospitable Catalina Island Marine Institute 
staff taught these lucky students everything about the island’s 
ecosystem, from the birth and death rituals of the squid that 
lurk about the island’s shores, to the history of Catalina’s 
unusual bison population. “Catalina taught me things that a 
couple periods of APES really couldn’t,” explains junior Nikhil 
Amin, “When you’re out there learning about this stuff in 
the environment, everything we’ve learned is so much more 
applicable.”

 The activities for the weekend included snorkeling, 
hiking, squid-dissection, and various science labs. Students 
saw firsthand the interactions between sea animals and their 
underwater environment during their snorkeling excursions in 
the morning and at night. They saw the effects that flooding 
had had on the island years back as they hiked through its 
mountainous terrain, resulting in a better understanding of 
the science behind the world in which we live. 

 The activities available to students who went to Catalina 
were not the only factors that made LG students rave about 
the trip. “The people are really what made it fun” explains AP 
Biology student and senior Natasha Cougoule. “There was a 
diverse group of dedicated students who were truly invested 

in learning that weekend, and my understanding of island 
biogeography and oceanography really expanded because of 
the environment.” 

Traveling, eating, sleeping, learning, and hanging out 
were done in groups and the students really got to know each 
other better. In their downtime, students played sports, went 
to the beach, hiked, or rock climbed. The also enjoyed warm 
bonfires at night, and early morning hikes to see the sunrise.

 This weekend was far from ordinary for these AP science 
students. Though they might have missed out on a football 
game, Facebook drama, or time to sleep, they gained much 
more valuable and lasting information about their surround-
ings, and had some formidable experiences while doing it.

TOP THIS: The town of Los Gatos welcomes this new and delicious pizza place. GREAT FOOD: The pizza at Top This is wood-fired on this oven in just minutes. 
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