
NationalPage 4

El Gato • Friday, November 8, 2013 • www.elgatonews.com

by Violet Wallerstein
World Editor

On Oct. 16, President Barack Obama signed a bill to reopen 
the U.S. government after a sixteen-day shutdown. The shut-
down was the first in seventeen years and it served to give 
Congress more time to discuss the national budget. The House 
of Representatives voted 285-144 and the Senate voted 81-18 
to pass the bill. Obama signed it immediately once it reached 
him. The bill funds the government through Jan. 15, 2014 and 
the debt ceiling has been moved to Feb. 7. 

Congress pushed the debt limit to February in order to pre-
vent the government from defaulting on the national debt. If 
a default occurrs, it is widely believed that it would adversely 
affect the recovering global economy and the US currency 
would lose credibility. Immediately after the bill was signed, 
the stock market began to go up.

The shutdown had furloughed over eight hundred thou-
sand government employees. However, those employees were 
promised their missed wages.  Federal employees were back at 
work the next day, Oct. 17. 

House Speaker, John Boehner, said that the Republicans 
would continue to attack Obama’s healthcare plan even though 
they “fought the good fight and did not win.” The tea party 

,led by Representative Ted Cruz of Texas, held Congress at 
bay for sixteen days, arguing that they would not vote to 
raise the debt ceiling or continue to work on the budgeting 
process unless the national healthcare plan was completely 
dismantled.  President Obama declared that the government 
would not be “held hostage” to a faction of the Republican 
party. During the sixteen-day shutdown, some analysts 
noted that the economy lost 24 billion dollars and deeply 
affected ordinary taxpayers and neediest Americans, includ-
ing veterans who did not receive disability pay.
       During the shutdown, multiple polls by CBS, CNN, and 
the Washington Post with ABC News noted that the public 
was completely dissatisfied with both sides of the debate;.
However, the Republican party seemed to garner the most 
anger.  Average Americans did not understand why elected 
representatives did not stay with the debate until the job 
was done. They also could not understand how the Senate 
and House of Representatives could continue to be paid, 
when disabled veterans could not.  Debates raged over 
social media over the course of the shutdown, engaging 
Americans in heated political debate which is rare in a 
non-election year.  
(Sources: NY Times, Time Magazine, Washington Post)
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    On Oct. 21, Jose Reyes went on a shooting rampage at Sparks Middle 
School in Nevada  that resulted in two deaths and two injuries. The student 
had taken a semiautomatic handgun from his parents and brought it to 
school. The injured victims were two students, the shooter, and a teacher. 
The shooter ended his rampage by shooting himself in the head.
      The incident appears to be the result of several years of bullying by 
his fellow students.  Alfrancis de Vera, one of the students on the scene, 
reported that as Reyes pointed a gun at his classmates, he said “You guys 
ruined my life, so I’m going to ruin yours.” Michelle Hernandez, another 
student, said, “I heard him saying, ‘Why you people making fun of me, why 
you laughing at me.” The police are still investigating other possible motives. 

One of the victims was shot in the shoulder, while the other was shot 
in the stomach. They were taken to a local hospital and both boys were 
stabilized later that night.

The school called 911 around 7:15 AM to report the active shooter and 
first responders arrived three minutes later. The students were taken to 
safety at a nearby high school.

The teacher who was killed, Michael Landsberry, had served in the 
Marine Corps. Landsberry was shot while trying to get the boy to put the 
gun down on the school playground. A well-loved math teacher, Landsberry 
had been given the nickname “Batman” because he loved the comic book 
hero. His brother, Reggie Landsberry, told NBC News “It is unlucky, you 
know, doggone it’s sickening, but in hindsight, thank goodness Mike was 
there cause it could have been a lot worse.” Landsberry had worked in the 
Washoe County School District since 2001 and coached boys’ basketball and 
girls’ volleyball at the middle school.
       The Nevada shooting follows various other school shootings in California, 
Georgia, Texas, and North Carolina this year. The Sparks shooting, occurring 
almost a year after the shooting at Sandy Hooks Elementary in Newtown, 
Connecticut that killed twenty-six people, brings up gun safety once again 
as a  major issue in our nation. 
(Sources: NBC News, LA Times, CNN News)
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HONORING THE VICTIMS: Family members and friends place candles at the front of the school.
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by Hyuntae Byun
News Editor
       During the last few weeks, due in part to preoccupation 
with the debt ceiling and shutdown crises, President Obama 
was unable to address other administrative goals. Now, with 
the crisis over, Obama has announced a refocusing of efforts 
on other sectors, specifically towards immigration reform. 

Obama reprioritized immigration as the number one 
objective on his political agenda, and has vowed to pass 
an immigration bill in the House of Representatives. This 
follows the lead of the Democratic-majority Senate, which 
passed a bipartisan-supported bill in June. The June Senate 
bill proposed a new thirteen-year timeline for undocumented
immigrants and residents to receive citizenship and advocated 
for an increase in border agents and funding for the guarding 

of the US-Mexican border. 
However, the bill failed to pass through the Republican-

held House of Representatives. The bill was criticized for 
being too broad by the Republican Party. Instead, House 
Republicans have proposed a series of smaller bills address-
ing immigration, starting with an increase in border security 
between the United States and Mexico. According to the Los 
Angeles Times, President Obama, despite having pushed for 
a comprehensive bill over the past few months, announced 
on Oct. 24 that he is open to considering reforming separate 
parts of the immigration bill. 

Even with daunting obstacles, House Speaker John 
Boehner recently stated that he is optimistic about passing 
an immigration reform bill by the end of the year. Obama’s 
largest goals in immigration reform are to legalize illegal 
youth, who are known as “dreamers,” streamline the legal 
process for immigration, and provide a method for the 
estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants in the US 
to slowly gain citizenship, based on requirements like a 
waiting period, paying fines and back taxes, passing criminal 
background checks, and proving one’s fluency in English. 
Currently, a bill that aims to address these targets is being 
authored by House Majority Leader Eric Cantor of Virginia 
and Virginia Republican Bob Goodlatte. 
        A CBS poll released on Oct. 23 showed that the major-
ity of Americans support immigration reform, providing a 
pathway to citizenship for undocumented migrants, and 
an increase in border security between the United States 
and Mexico. 
(Sources: LA Times, CNN)
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PROTESTING: Thousdands of immigrants advocate for immigraiton reform.

by Kelsey Fleming
World Editor
       On Oct. 16, Cory Booker, the two-term Democratic mayor 
of Newark, New Jersey, defeated Republican Steve Lonegan, 
former mayor of Bogota, in a special US Senate election.

Defeating Lonegan fifty-five percent to forty-four per-
cent, Booker won the election as the front-runner in the 
majority of public opinion polls. Later this year, Booker 
will fill the Senate position of late Democratic Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg, who passed away in June.  

During Booker’s victory speech, he said, “I’m going 
down to make the Senate more accessible to all of us. I will 
bring voice to the voices often ignored in our state. I will 
be dogged and determined, relentless and unfaltering in my 
sense of service for all of New Jersey.” 

In light of the recent standoff between Democrats and 
Republicans in Congress, the Senate election campaigns of 
Booker and Lonegan grew more focused on issues regarding 
the government shutdown, including the nation’s debt ceil-
ing and Obamacare. Booker stated, “I think everybody feels 
there’s fatigue and frustration with how things are, which 
creates a great climate for change. Often before you have 
great victory, you have to have great frustration.”

Booker was pleased to hear of New Jersey’s legalization 
of gay marriage and is optimistic of the future. Upon the 
Supreme Court’s ruling on Fri., Oct. 18, Booker said, “It 
is officially past midnight, marriage is now equal in New 
Jersey.” At 12:01 AM on Oct. 21, Booker began marrying 
same-sex couples. As Booker officiated at seven weddings in 
the rotunda at Newark City Hall, he described the occasion 
as “one of the most magical moments” of his life. Spokes-
man James Allen stated, “For more than seven years, Mayor 
Booker has refused all requests to officiate New Jersey 
marriages because gay couples have been denied that equal 

Corey Booker elected to senate
right. After today’s wonderful news, Mayor Booker is excited 
to marry both straight and gay couples in City Hall.”
       As an advocate of equal rights, Booker has made the 
fight for equality and freedom one of his top priorities. 
During Booker’s victory speech, he stated, “If you voted 
for me, I will make you proud. If you didn’t vote for me, I 
will work every single day to earn your trust. Remember 
this always: I work for all of New Jersey.”
(Sources: CNN, Huffington Post, NBC News, Washington Post)

RUNNING FOR OFFICE: Corey Booker delivers a speech to supporters.

by Niamh Doyle
Opinion Editor
     It’s not every day that a creature from century-old folklore is discovered 
on  beaches in southern California. On Oct. 13, Catalina Island Marine Insti-
tute instructor Jasmine Santana was snorkeling off the coast of Discovery 
Bay–where LGHS AP Environmental Science and AP Biology students spend 
their annual Catalina marine and island biology field trip, when she came 
across a dead oarfish in the shallow waters. Santana single-handedly dragged 
the 18-foot fish to shore, not realizing that she was about to kindle a bonfire 
of wonder and awe in the world of marine biology.

The world had known very little about oarfish until the Catalina discovery 
that Sunday. Though much speculation has been made about the oarfish’s 
deep-sea lifestyle, little evidence has been collected to support scientists’ 
claims due to the rarity of the fish. Oarfish can grow to fifty six feet in 
length, and have been traced back centuries through tales of enormous and 
mysterious sea-monsters lurking in the depths of the world’s many oceans. 
These fish are rarely captured alive, as they dwell almost exclusively at 
depths of up to 3,000 feet below the ocean’s surface. 

Santana’s discovery caused quite the stir in the scientific community. 
Scientists from all over the world put a spotlight on the tiny island off the 
coast of Los Angeles, and samples of the fish are being sent all over the 
United States. As the carcass of the mysterious fish decomposes on the sandy 
beach of Catalina so the institute can safely preserve the skeleton, UC Santa 
Barbara, Penn State, and the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 
split up the responsibility of researching the unknown beast. 
       A second oarfish washed ashore on Oceanside beach the following 
Friday, which is also being examined by scientists. These thrilling discoveries 
are helping scientists and learners from all over discover more about the 
complexities of the ocean ecosystem, with Catalina Island acting as a venue 
for all of the scientific excitement. 
(Sources: LA Times)
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 DISCOVERED OFF THE COAST: The 18-foot fish is showcased by students who found it. 
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