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Government shutdown happened
by Madison Prestine
News Editor

Cop killer set free
by Sarah Bainbridge
Culture Editor

In 1975, Allan Randall, a sixteen-year-old boy broke into his local 
police department. He was armed with a gun and did not have any motive 
in mind. When the police arrived at the scene, the boy opened fire and 
killed two of the men. His horrendous crimes were severe enough for 
him being trried as an adult. 

On Sept. 30, this man, was released from the mental hospital where 
he had been held since the seventies to begin his life anew. During his 
trial Randall successfully 
pled insanity, so instead of 
staying in prison, he was 
sent to a psychiatric ward. 

During his thirty-eight 
years in the hospital, Ran-
dall showed no signs of 
mental illness and never 
needed antipsychotic med-
ication. The doctors who 
treated him declared him 
mentally sane and he was 
allowed to work part-time 
in an art gallery as a reward 
for good behavior. 

Upon his release Randall 
will live in a town one hun-
dred miles from the town 
where the murders took 
place. He will be unable to 
visit the town due to the 
concerns of victims’ family 
members. After his release, Randall will be able to continue with his job 
at the gallery with behind the scenes maintenance work and establish 
himself in his new community. 

         MUG SHOT: Alan Randall stays at a mental institution.

 In Anderson, South Carolina, William Swilling tried to find his 
a wife a kidney using a sandwich sign. This bold move surprisingly 
worked. By the end of Sept. 11, Jimmy Sue Swilling had received 
a new kidney. Swilling’s only kidney had begun to fail over a year 
earlier. She was placed on the donor list, and simply told to wait 
because her husband and children were not successful matches 
for the kidney.

William Swilling just could not wait any longer. He took the 
donor search into his own hands by wearing a sandwich sign over 
his chest that read, “Need kidney 4 wife” and then listed his 
phone number. The 77-year-old man spent the day walking from 
one side of Anderson to the other, a total of seven and a half 
miles, in weather that reached the high eighties. Throughout the 

Sandwich sign attracts a donor
by Anna Esslinger
Culture Editor

KIDNEY SIGN: William Swilling attempts to attract a kidney donor for his wife.

day, the couple received numerous phone calls from many people 
offering money, but the Swillings did not want money; they only 
wanted a kidney. In addition to the offering of money, Swilling 
collected six pages of strangers who were willing to be tested as 
potential kidney donors. The couple offered to pay for the drives 
potential donors would take to the hospital. Eventually, a retired 
navy lieutenant officer met the requirements to be Jimmie Sue 
Swilling’s donor. The donor’s only wish was that the transplant 
would take place of Sept. 11 in order to honor those who sacrificed 
their lives for their country. Swilling said, “It’s pretty hard for 
someone who doesn’t know you to do something like that. She’s 
a hero,...being in the service for 21 years, she is a true American 
and she’s what America is built on, heart and soul.”

The donor found out about Jimmie Sue Swilling’s need for 
a kidney when local media covered the story. After contacting 
the Medical University of South Carolina, the transplant was 
scheduled. 

There are 92,000 people on the donor list. 4,903 patients died 
last year waiting for a kidney transplant. In recent years there 
has been a rise in altruistic donors, those who donate organs as 
random acts of kindness.   
       The response to the Swilling’s request was one of those random 
acts of kindness. “I never would have thought that I’d have got 
this much response to it,” Swilling told CNN affiliate WYFF with 
tears in his eyes. “I’m amazed by it and I’m so thankful.”
(Sources: CNN, NY Daily News)

 

SOLICITING: Swilling walks his towns’ streets to receive a kidney for his wife.

Several shootings have occurred in Chicago recently. These shoot-
ings have left several dead, and many more injured. They have occurred 
all over Chicago as well, including in Cornell Park, One victim, three-
year old Deonta Howard, was in critical condition, but underwent 
surgery and is now stabilized. A bullet went through Howard’s ear, and 
out his mouth. His uncle was shot at as well, but the bullet hit the 
light pole. He was then able to escape into the house before being hit. 
     

     
        
     According to crime statistics recently released by the FBI, Chicago 
has now replaced New York for the most numbers of murders per year. 
Chicago had 500 in 2012, compared with 419 in New York in 2012. 
However, according to the same statistic, Chicago murder rates have 
decreased by about 22% (305 so far in comparison to 389 last year). 
The mayor has spoken out against these shootings, saying that the 
those responsible will be punished.
(Sources: Chicago Tribune, USA Today)

Shootings occur
by Rheagan Rizio
Sports Editor

GIVING A SPEECH: Mayor Rahm Emmanuel addresses the dire problems of his city.
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INVESTIGATING A KILLING: Chicago police set up police tape around the scene of a murder.
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On Tues. Oct. 1 our government was officially closed. All non 
essential government offices were shutdown. Oct. 1 is the official 
end of the American fiscal year and annually congress and the 
president must determine a budgetary plan for the next year. As 
midnight struck on the east coast the suspension became official, 
but many had anticipated the shut down for days. Obama decided 
that he was no longer willing negotiate with the republicans 
in the house; throwing the fragile peace they had created with 
continuing resolution into chaos. The republicans in the House 
of Representatives are calling for concessions from the democrats. 
Historically, concessions have played an important role in agreeing 
upon a budget, but this year Obama is refusing to postpone the 
Affordable Healthcare Act in order to pass a budget. While Obama 
stated he was against the government shutdown, asking congress 
to “do the right thing,” he was unwilling to negotiate with the 
representatives in Congress. For the past six years, congress and 
Obama have been unable to agree on a budget. The budget for 
our country dictates how the money the government acquires 
in April from taxes is spent. In our government the president 
submits an outline of how much money is taxed and where the 
funds will go. Congress must then review the plan and negoti-
ate with the president in order to determine the best use of our 
money. Currently, the House of Representatives is controlled by 
republicans and the senate is controlled by democrats. The two 
houses and the president have never agreed on a new budget for 
our nation that will shrink our growing debt. In the past in order 
to avoid a government shutdown, they have agreed on a continu-
ing resolution at the last minute. A continuing resolution says 
that our government will continue to run according to a budget 
previously approved.

Since 1976 the government has been shut down numerous 
times ranging from one to twenty-one days. While a government 
suspension has significant economic consequences, many of the 
services American citizens are accustomed to will continue to 
operate. Parts of the government will continue uninterrupted in 
the event of a shutdown, such as the police force, firefighters, 
air traffic controllers, food inspectors, and the postal service. 
However, the officers who keep our nation safe and the military 
personal who defended our freedom will be paid in IOU’s until 
the termination of the shutdown. Despite a halt in the process 
for obtaining a passport or a gun license, American citizens will 
continue to pay taxes. Also, small business owners in need of a 
government loan will have to wait until the government offices 
officially reopen.

      

                        

The most recent shutdown occurred in 1995 during Bill Clinton’s 
presidency due to a disagreement between the republicans and 
democrats in congress and the White House regarding the budget 
balance. After just five days of government suspension in Nov. 
1995 the White House agreed to handle the budgetary concerns 
voiced by congress within seven years. During the five day sus-
pension, 800,000 government employees were not permitted to 
work, and therefore temporarily unemployed. A month after 
the restart of government services, the two sides were unable to 
finalize a solution for the dispute and a second shutdown began 
on Dec. 15, 1995 and ended in early Jan. 1996. Senator Ted Cruz, 
a republican representative in Texas argues that “shutdown is a 
misnomer; what it in fact is is a partial, temporary shut down” 
where “non essential government functions are temporarily 
suspended. Now that’s inconvenient, but we actually see that 
every single week on the weekends.” However, according to the 
Congressional Research Service, the shutdowns in late 1995 and 
early 1996 cost the nation $1.4 billion.
(Sources: CNN, CBS News, The Washington Post, USA Today)SHUTDOWN: All museums funded by the federal government are closed.

CLOSING: A political cartoon depicts the extent of the government shutdown.


