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by Hana Beach
Editor-in-Chief

While listening to a discussion about the Affordable Healthcare Act 
in my AP US Government class last semester, I realized how one-sided 
the debate was. Many of my fellow classmates were in favor of this 
liberal policy, explaining the benefits of national health care. But, 
when someone tried defending the “conservative” side of the issue, 
many of these “liberal” students refused to listen. While 
many of my classmates shouted down the single 
conservative voice in the room, I couldn’t  
help but notice how closed minded my 
liberal classmates and I were being. 

It seems as though Americans 
are only willing to listen to their 
side of the debate. This closed 
minded attitude leaves us unin-
formed and ignorant. Yes, being 
passionate and opinionated 
helps our world grow, but debate 
and discussion do as well, if not 
more so. 

Because we are so unwilling 
to learn and discuss the other side 
of a debate, we often attack others 
before hearing them out. The first 
example that comes to mind is NYPD 
Police Commissioner Ray Kelly’s speech 

and planned Q&A at Brown University earlier this year. Brown is 
noted for having an extremely liberal student body, with many 
members actively against Kelly’s Stop-and-Frisk policy in New York 
City. In the weeks leading up to the lecture, many members of the 
Brown student body protested Kelly’s controversial policy. During his 
lecture, Kelly was shouted down before the Q&A portion. Although 
I do not condone Kelly’s policy, I was surprised by the refusal of 

the protestors to hear Kelly defend his actions. The speech 
ended prematurely, leaving no opportunity to discuss 

Kelly’s policies. The Brown protestors did not 
infringe on Kelly’s right of Freedom of Speech, 
but they did end their opportunity to speak to 

Kelly directly about how effective, prejudiced, and 
controversial he believes his policies are.

Close mindedness is often associated 
with conservative policies, because they 
appear less idealistic and egalitarian 
than liberal policies. In my experience, 
however, many of my liberal classmates 
are the most narrow minded students 

in my class. My “liberal” classmates 
make the conservative students out 

to be intolerant and uninformed 
caricatures, believing that their 

liberal opinion is somehow more 
correct. But by refusing to hear the 
conservative side of the issue, many of 

my liberal classmates become the closed 
minded and intolerant caricatures.

Oftentimes when people are very sure 
of their views, they are unwilling to listen to the 

opposing side of the argument. This conviction can be inter-
preted as self-righteousness, and many people incorrectly assume 
that there is some correlation between moral correctness and 

self-righteousness. However, many of the issues that people argue 
do not simply have a right or wrong view. This self-righteousness 
clouds people’s views because they disregard or are condescending 
toward an opposing opinion. 

Liberals and conservatives, alike fall into this hypocrisy by 
blaming each other for being closed minded and intolerant. How-
ever, when an outsider looks at the situation he or she can see 

the hypocrisy on both sides of the issue. This hypocrisy is present in the 
LGHS student body. Another example that comes to mind took place once 
again in my AP US Government class. We were in the middle of a heated 
discussion about the recently implemented gender neutral bathrooms in 
public schools across California. As one of my classmates was expressing 
his concerns about this new policy, many students jumped down his throat 
telling him he was intolerant. It soon became clear that the students who 
were attacking this intolerant classmate, were in fact clouded by their 
self-righteousness. Instead of helping inform this classmate, my class 
simply shut him down, leaving him misinformed and resentful.  

Most people believe that change and reform comes from an open dis-
cussion about a topic. Americans—high school students, especially—take 
our ability to openly discuss and debate government policies for granted. 
In other countries criticizing the government or its policies is punishable 
by death. I know that being passionate about your opinions is important, 
and I do not believe that we should diminish this passion. However, I do 
believe that understanding the opposing side of the argument will lead to 
more informed and stronger opinions. Americans are given the opportunity 
to discuss each other’s opinions; we should stop being so closed-minded 
and listen to every side of the debate. 
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Sunday	   Monday	   Tuesday	   Wednesday	   Thursday	   Friday	   Saturday	  

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 
 Boys Varsity 

Soccer v. Los Altos 
3:30 PM @ LGHS 
 
Girls Soccer v. Los 
Altos 3:30 PM @ 
Los Altos 
 

Girls Basketball @ 
Lynnbrook 

Boys Basketball @ 
Los Altos  
 
Boys Varsity 
Soccer v. Santa 
Clara 3:30 PM @ 
LGHS 
 

 Boys Basketball v. 
Saratoga @ LGHS 
Large Gym 
 
Girls Basketball v. 
@ Gunn LGHS 
Large Gym 
 

Wrestling Varsity 
Girls 9AM-7PM 
 
Father/Daughter 
Dance 8PM Large 
Gym 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
  CAHSEE –ELA all 

10th grade and 12th 
grade retakes  
 

Boys Basketball @ 
Mountain View 
 
CAHSEE Retakes 
 

Wrestling @ 
Fremont 5:30PM 

Boys Basketball v. 
Homestead 
 

Wrestling Wilcox 
Invitational  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Mother Daughter 
Brunch 11 AM-
1:30 PM 

ASB Meeting  
11:45 AM 
 
 

 Spring Club Day 
Front Lawn 

CASA Meeting 
Community Room  
 
Wrestling v. 
Saratoga @ LGHS 

Boys Basketball @ 
Milpitas  
 
End of 4th Grading 
Period  
 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 Winter Break  Winter Break  

Girls Basketball v. 
Los Altos LGHS 
Large Gym 
 
 

Winter Break (No 
School) 
 
Boys Basketball @ 
Palo Alto  

Winter Break (No 
School) 

Winter Break (No 
School) 
 
Boys Basketball @ 
Palo Alto 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28  
  Board Meeting 

LG Town Council 
 Home and School  

Club Meeting 
Senior Meeting   


