
o’clock in the morning, making sure that LGHS 
students stay safe. “I love helping out around 
Los Gatos,” Amin explains, “it makes me feel 
like a solid member of the community, and I 
enjoy being able to give back to the town that 
has provided me with so much.” 

So who is Nikhil Amin when he’s not taking 
part in all of these various activities? He is 
known by his friends as a “chill” guy, someone 
who knows exactly how to make you laugh with 
his absurd jokes, and someone who will always 
find time to hear what you have to say. He’s the 
kind of person who would do almost anything 
to win a bet, and would stay up all night just to 
help out a friend in need. Those lucky enough to 
call him a friend don’t really know exactly how 
to describe him, but they are grateful for having 
a trustworthy and dependable friend on whom 
they can rely no matter what. And despite all of 
his various activities and his colorful and com-
plex personality, it 
may be just this 
that matters 
most of all.

17El Gato • Friday, January 31, 2014 • www.elgatonews.comPeople

by Sean Clark
Humor Editor

Junior Hiruni Jayasekera is anything but your typical LGHS 
student. At just 16, Jayasekera has traveled to several exotic coun-
tries, started her own club, met a couple of celebrities, learned to 
play the piano, participate on LGHS’s mock trial team, all while 
staying in touch with her Sri Lankan culture and heritage. 

This past summer, Jayasekera embarked on her fifth trip to Sri 
Lanka that spanned over two weeks. “The main reason I went was 
for my club, Pure H2O. I got to meet the doctor who gives medical 
care to the people affected by water conditions in Anuradhapura, 
and some of the villagers affected. Of course I also visited my family 
and got to spend time with my cousins.” 

Pure H2O is a club that Jayasekera started this year in order 
to aid the people living in this village, and eventually people of 
other villages. The club helps fundraise to buy water filters for 
the villagers in Anuradhapura, which has poor water quality. “The 
arsenic [in the drinking water supply] is causing a lot of kidney 
problems which lead to death. So far this year we have been col-
lecting bottles and cans to recycle and cash in. We’re starting small, 
but hope to start some bigger fundraisers this year!” 

Sri Lanka is not the only exotic country Jayasekera has traveled 
to. Past adventures include Mexico, England, Japan, Hawaii, Canada, 
Singapore, and South Africa. Jayasekera’s trip to South Africa in 
December 2013 was her favorite trip so far. “It was just so exotic 
and beautiful. And the people are so friendly and hospitable. My 

favorite moment had to be when we were in Kruger National Park and a 
herd of probably 40 elephants approached our safari Jeep. Luckily they 
didn’t attack us or anything. It was so scary, but they were beautiful 
so it was totally worth it.” Jaysekera hopes to travel to Argentina and 
Peru, and wants to see Machu Picchu. 

This school year, Jayasekera joined the LGHS mock trial team. “Our 
team is very strong and I’m excited for our upcoming tournament over 
February break. Mock trial has helped with my public speaking and 
communication skills.” Mock trial isn’t Jayasekera’s only new activity, 
as she also joined the yearbook staff as a photographer. “It’s a lot of 
hard work, but I think it’ll be rewarding in the end. I decided to join 
because I’m into photography and journalism.” In addition to mock 
trial and Pure H2O, Hiruni is a member of the high school’s Model 
United Nations team. 

When she has free time, which isn’t too much, she listens to music, 
makes art, plays piano, and enjoys going to concerts. “My favorite 
concerts have been Lorde and Ben Howard. Ben Howard is my favorite 
singer-songwriter and Lorde’s energy was awesome and she just puts on 
a really good show, she’s really talented.” Clearly, Lorde and Jaysekera 
have that last bit in common. 

Hiruni Jaysekera is one of the few LGHS students who can call 
themselves an active humanitarian, club president, world traveler, 
pianist, mock trial member, and yearbook staff member. Pure H2O 
meets every other Tuesday in Ms. Austin’s room, which is room 22 of 
the English wing. If you’re looking to meet some new people and make 
a change in the world, Jaysekera urges you to join.

Jayasekera has exotic adventures

you know what amin?  
by Niamh Doyle
Opinion Editor

It is easy to describe junior Nikhil Amin as all of 
the things he is not. He is neither shy nor ostenta-
tious, neither hyper nor placid; far from boring and 
miles away from unfriendly. And though a list of 
what Amin is not can go on forever, finding out what 
defines him, what he is, is a difficult feat. Amin’s 
personality contains complexities that make him 
difficult to define, but easy to befriend.

Amin’s host of extra-curricular activities dem-
onstrates what a rounded and social person he is. 
He has been playing competitive soccer for thirteen 
years. Having recently ended his career on the now 
dissolved club team Los Gatos FC, Amin is focusing 
all of his energy on playing for the school’s Varsity 
boy’s soccer team as a center defender. Amin admits 
that it’s really his “flamboyant attitude” that gets 
him through the tough practices, which he says 
helps him stay motivated and focused. What’s more, 
his sophomore year’s experience as JV captain attri-
butes to Amin’s obvious skill and uncanny dedication 
to the sport. 

 Outside of soccer, Amin indulges in a number 
of recreational activities. He exhibited his musical 
talents at Thursday Night Live by accompany-
ing junior Dana Jaco on the song “Secrets” 
by Maroon Five on the guitar. He also is 
an active member of the Students-to-
Students program, and hopes to expand 
his resumé even more by venturing 
to Latin America this summer as 
part of the Amigo’s exchange and                                     
community service program. 

Besides soccer, Amin’s favorite 
activity is being a board member 
for LGHS’s SafeRides—a program 
that provides students with a safe ride 
home on Friday nights. He dedicates 
many of his Fridays from ten until one 

Tara Homara loves trials and travel
by Michelle Huang
Web Editor

People whose first names rhyme with their last 
tend to be the best kind of people, and senior Tara 
Homara is no exception. Ever since she was a wee 
lassie, Homara has been bringing joy and happiness to 
those around her. When she is not busy being a Persian 
princess, Homara spends her time hanging out with 
friends, working hard as a student, and participating 
in extracurriculars such as Amigos de las Américas and 
LGHS’ mock trial team.

The summer before senior year, Homara set off on 
a journey to the distant Dominican Republic to sub-
merge herself in a shockingly different culture than 
the one she lives in. Most high school students spend 
their months off lounging around and hanging out, 
and Homara did exactly that, except halfway around 
the world. However, Homara also spent much of her 
time volunteering on the local project and learning a 
whole new way of living. 

After a couple days of intense culture shock, 
Homara decided to stop just observing and just let 
loose. “At first I honestly thought some of their 
traditions were weird, but then I realized that there 
is no definition of normal; everyone has their own 
definition of normal.” Many people would find it 
peculiar for Homara to possess that kind of maturity 

beyond her age, but she would call it a different 
kind of normal. She now works for Amigos as a 
training supervisor.

Returning to Los Gatos, Homara focused on 
the other extracurricular she’s passionate about: 
mock trial. Currently a lawyer on the team for 
the third year in a row, Homara commits to many 
hours of practices and competition. She claims the 
best part about mock trial is that “you read a case 
and develop a perspective, but as time goes on 
you keep seeing it from different lenses and it all 
adds up together and changes.” Homara took her 
experience from Amigos and applied it directly to 
mock trial and the rest of her life, approaching all 
situations with an open and nonjudgmental atti-
tude. “After having to work with so many people 
and having to do it in Spanish, I really learned 
to work well with very different personalities.” 

Homara is quickly living up to her potential by 
broadening her horizons and working as a lawyer. 
In the future, she can see herself going into law 
or business. Either way, she’s sure that she will 
spend at least one semester travelling abroad to 
another Spanish speaking country. So far, Homara 
has been weaving together her different passions 
quite successfully and will continue to follow her 
strong personality and ideas.

Derek Kennedy rows, rows, rows his boat
by Quincey Klein
Editor-in-Chief

As a twin, it can be hard to have a sibling in the same 
school and same grade. However, senior Derek Kennedy stands 
out effortlessly from his brother senior Collin Kennedy for his 
rowing prowess, academic achievements, and quick-witted humor.

When asked what being twins with Collin is like, Kennedy 
lightheartedly answered, “It can be annoying. We used to share 
a room, but a lot of nights he would snore and keep me up. So 
I would have to hit him with a pillow.” He went on to explain, 
“He gets very annoyed a lot at me too, but that just comes with 
being a twin. We can always put the things we dislike aside and 
get along.”

Kennedy has committed a huge amount of time to rowing 
for Los Gatos Rowing Club, as he attends three and a half hour 
practices six days a week. A former soccer and tennis player, 
Kennedy focused his athletic efforts on crew for the past four 
years. Two years ago, Kennedy and the rest of his Varsity boat 
beat out all the other teams at State to take first place. Kennedy 
hopes to carry this victorious tradition on a larger scale in an 
event coming spring season: Nationals. 

Both Kennedy brothers row for Los Gatos Rowing Club, and 
their coach thought that the brotherly bond would make for a 
good pair in the boat. Kennedy sees the experience as a success 
and said “There was more competition when he was on the team 

because he wanted to do better than 
me on the ergs, [which are rowing 

machines], and I didn't let him. He 
said he'd eventually beat me, but he 

never could!”
Kennedy also always keeps the mood 

light both in the boathouse and on the 
water. Coxswain and senior Grace Pfluger 

said, “the team can always count on Derek 
to be a troll at the boathouse and mess with 

everyone’s windshield wipers and crack jokes. [Kennedy along 
with senior Andrew Lloyd] are known for blasting gangster rap 
daily, which is followed by disapproval from the coaches.”

Kennedy is also well-known around campus for his school 
project videos. One of his most notable witty creations was his 
video for his AP Physics final. It features seniors Armon Azizi, 
Ryan Mackintosh, and Kennedy rapping about the physics behind 
rowing, and it even features a short cameo of Mr. Burns decked 
out in bling and showing off his hip hop moves. The project’s 
notoriety spread throughout LGHS and now has garnered over 
800 views on Kennedy’s Youtube channel.

Kennedy’s expertise with technology reaches to less user-
friendly realms. As an AP Computer Science student last year, 
he started from knowing virtually nothing about how to code 
to making a complex, playable computer game. Entitled “I Want 

to Be the Burnsy” as a homage to Mr. Burns, Kennedy teamed up with 
seniors Brian Cox and Clay Sauter for months to code a game in which 
the user plays as Mr. Burns and jumps from obstacles and over spikes to 
reach the final boss: AP Computer Science teacher Mr. Bollhorst. Sauter 
even mixed an original soundtrack to accompany gameplay. Kennedy 
boasts that he is the only one who has been able to beat it. Evidently Mr. 
Bollhorst did not take any offense to the cheek, as he awarded Kennedy 
the Steve Jobs Award for the Outstanding Achievement in the Field of 
Computer Science at the end of the school year.

As a drummer for five years, Kennedy brings know-how to LGHS’s 
newly founded Beats Making Club. Along with other seniors like Sauter 
and Zach Khan, he aspires to make “sweet hip hop beats” in the time 
he has free from sports and school.

Kennedy makes balancing structured, rigorous work with boundless 
humor look easy. Even though he 
takes on impossibly trying chal-
lenges, such as pushing himself 
physically in crew or mentally in 
writing code, Kennedy does it all 
while remaining easy-going and  
high-spirited.

To see screenshots from Derek 
Kennedy’s original computer 
game, scan the QR code or visit 
elgatonews.com.
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