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Museum idea unveiled

by Rachel Salisbury
Opinion Editor

After a dazzling performance at the US Figure Skating cham-
pionships in Boston, Olympic hopeful Polina Edmunds is a hopeful 
no longer. Her scores qualified her to join the 
rest of the US Olympic team as they 
venture to Sochi, Russia later this 
year. Currently a sophomore 
at Archbishop Mitty in San 
Jose, Edmunds is the Bay 
Area’s first singles skater 
to go to the Olympics 
since 1994.

Although the Olym-
pics will be Edmunds’ 
first senior-level inter-
national competition, 
neither she nor her 
coaches were surprised 
by her success. Marked by 
many as a competitor for 
the 2018 Olympics, Edmunds 
was confident that she would 
take part in the Games this year, 
stating, “This year, when I turned 15 I 
thought, ‘Oh this is it.’” Edmunds’ confidence 
was not unfounded, as her routine at the championships was the 
most technically difficult of all of her opponents, earning her the 

nickname “Iron Butterfly.”
What had been a predictable lineup for the U.S. Olympic team 

before the championships was muddled by Edmunds’ stunning rou-
tines and the unexpectedly high scores that accompanied them. 
Before Edmunds shook the established skating hierarchy from its 

foundations, it seemed clear that 22-year-old Ashley 
Wagner, two-time defending U.S. Champion, 

and 18-year-old Gracie Gold would 
occupy two of the three women’s 

spots for this year’s Games. The 
third spot being seized by 
Edmunds was an unfore-
seen outcome, as many 
other young women, 
some even Olympics 
veterans, were consid-
ered more likely candi-
dates. These candidates 

included 2010 Olympians 
Mirai Nagasu and Rachael 

Flatt, as well as 19-year-old 
Agnes Zawadzki, the 2012 U.S. 

Junior champion. On Jan. 11, Edmunds 
finished second overall, and was accompanied 

on the podium by Gold in first place, Nagasu in third, and 
Wagner in forth.

Obviously, her silver medal was not won easily; Edmunds has 
been skating since she was two and receiving formal lessons from 

South Bay Teen Idol kicks off

De Young impresses
by Justine Reyes 
Graphic Designer

From Oct. 26, 2013 to Jan. 20, 2014, David Hockney: A Bigger Exhibition graced 
the walls of the de Young Fine Arts Museum of San Francisco. This exhibition marked 
Hockney’s return to California, where many of his most celebrated paintings were 
inspired and created. As one of the most prolific modern artists of his time, this 
exhibition displayed the wide array of Hockney’s work containing various subjects 
and mediums, such as life-sized portraits of his closest friends, charcoal landscapes, 
oil paintings of jungles and forests, pages of his journal from 1960, and even his 
new iPad sketches. 

This entire retrospective exhibition, curated by Hockney himself, contained 
more than 300 pieces from all different mediums. One of the attractions in this 
exhibition included four seasonal digital video landscapes called “Cubist Movies,” 
which Hockney filmed in 2011 at the Woldgate Woods, in East Yorkshire. Another 
one of Hockney’s newly displayed pieces included The Bigger Message, his 30-canvas 
re-working of Claude Lorrain’s The Sermon on the Mount, which engulfed  a whole 
hall with gigantic paneled paintings.

The 76-year-old artist’s exhibit marked one of only a few Hockney exhibits 
ever to be shown in the United States, which further qualified this showcase as a 
once-in-a-lifetime event.
(Source: SF Chronicle)

by Sarah Bainbridge
Culture Editor

Forbes Mill has gone through many transitions, much like the town of Los 
Gatos itself. While at one point it was a working mill, it was later abandoned, 
turned into a music venue, and finally preserved as a museum of Los Gatos 
history. Currently the Forbes Mill Museum houses an exhibit about the large 
Los Gatos estate aptly named “The Cats,” but a new exhibit will soon take its 
place. This new installment will be named “The Story of Los Gatos” and will not 
be completed for a few years. 

The exhibit will showcase the 100 plus years of Los Gatos history, from its 
early dirt road and orchard days to today’s modern boutiques and restaurants. 
Although the exhibit is only in its initial stages, citizens are encouraged to 
check out its progress at the museum and submit their stories about Los Gatos 
to the museum’s website. 

The project will be installed in three phases and will all include pictures and 
artifacts. The first phase will be the creation of a timeline that has pictures and 
personal stories for every pivotal event in Los Gatos history. The second phase 
will add media presentations and interactive, touchable models to the exhibit. 
The third phase will contribute a gallery of the Los Gatos “family tree,” where 
visitors can add their own personal histories in the “storyshare” and use the 
memory map to record or write personal memories. The storyshare and memory 
map will enable visitors to not only share, but also learn and listen to other 
peoples’ stories. This unique exhibit will be a permanent fixture at the Forbes 
Mill Museum.
(Source: museumsoflosgatos.org)

by Liat Rubin 
Sports Editor

The new year is bringing many exciting events to the Bay 
Area, including the Jewish Community Center’s South Bay 
Teen Idol. This competition, which has taken place every 
spring for the last three years, returns Feb. 8 for semi-finals 
and Apr. 20 for finals, with new judges and even more tal-
ented contestants.

Although some aspects of the show have changed, 
executive producer Diana Schnabel has chosen to keep the 
backstage staff the same. She is joined by returning direc-
tor Jennifer Copaegan, vocal director Andrew Ford, and 
creative director Kelly Jarmello. Schnabel chose to keep her 
original team because “the staff works really well together. 
The teens are really receptive to their knowledge and what 
they have to say.”

 This year, Schnabel came up with a plan to better adver-
tise the competition that for some time wasn’t getting the 
notice it deserved. During the 2013 off-idol season, Schnabel 
came across a woman who showed an immediate interest in 
the South Bay Teen Idol program and wanted to do her part 
in helping Diana bring the competition to its fullest poten-
tial. She and Schnabel worked together to create the 2014 
South Bay Teen Idol promotional video, featuring American 
Idol season six contestant Melinda Doolittle, season eight 
contestant Danny Goeke, and season five contestant Mandisa 
Hundley. (To watch the promotional video, scan the QR code 
to the right.)

South Bay Teen Idol is also welcoming a new panel of 
judges to this year’s show. The judges include Anthony 
Cordova, founder & principal of Story Road Entertainment, 
Marla Davies, the morning DJ at Bay Area radio station Mix 
106.5, and returning judge Robert Hayes, founder and CEO 
of Sound Management Inc.

 This year, semi-finals will take place on Feb. 8 at 7 PM in 
the JCC auditorium. Following STBI tradition, the semi-finals 
will include four group numbers and 20 individual songs, all 
following this year’s theme “Oldies but Goodies, Songs From 
the 50’s and 60’s.” This year’s top 20 contestants include 
LGHS sophomore Ava Toren, seniors Gabi Trapani and 
Catherine Mosher, and freshman Sarah Aldering. Schnabel 
urges people to attend because “It is going to be an awesome 
show!” Also, STBI will be continuing its tradition of offering 
a cheaper semi-finals ticket to those willing to donate canned 
food to the Second Harvest Food Bank. By attending the 
show “you will not only be entertained, but you will also be 
donating a canned food item to those in need.”

Schnabel’s goal for this year’s competition is for the 
“community to learn about this unique opportunity.” She 
also hopes to gain more sponsors and increase the prize 
money as well as technical equipment.

The South Bay Teen Idol semi-final 
is sure to be an exciting show and a 
definite crowd pleaser, so be sure to 
attend! Tickets can be bought online at 
http://www.svjcc.org/ or at the door. 

INCREDIBLE TALENT: Pictured here are a few of last year’s SBTI finalists. Just as they did in previous years, the finalists are expected to impress the judges. 
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SOCHI DREAMS: The US Olympic Team, Edmunds included, anxiously awaits the Olympics. 
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Mitty sophomore Edmunds is Olympics bound 
David Glynn since she was four. Nina Edmunds, Polina’s mother, is 
the daughter of a famous hockey player and began skating at the age 
of six. Nina is one of her daughter’s coaches, in addition to the two 

other coaches and choreographer who make up Edmunds’ 
team. Glynn said, “Nina has been the driving 

force behind Polina’s success. [Nina] has 
been committed completely since day 

one to get her daughter to where she 
is now.” Landing double jumps at 

age seven and triple jumps by 
age thirteen, it was clear from 
very early on that Edmunds 
has great potential.

Even with all of the com-
mitment of figure skating, 
Polina has never been home-
schooled and will return to 
her normal schooling after 
the Olympic games. Edmunds’ 

biology teacher, Janet Fenker, 
said in an interview with Mercury 

News, “Once she comes back she is 
right back with the group. I’m amazed 

at how she switches gears.” Even when 
integrated with her classmates, it is difficult 

to forget that Edmunds will emerge onto the interna-
tional stage this winter as a figure skating demigod. 
(Sources: Mercury News, Washington Post, Team USA)

ALL SMILES: Polina Edmunds gives the crowd a big smile after completing a stellar routine.
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VICTORY: Edmunds (right) is honored with a medal and multiple prizes after a competition. 
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