
by Rachel Salisbury
Opinion Editor

An athlete, an artist, and a former computer game addict.
Junior Iris Yon is a true renaissance woman. Pursuing intense 
yet varied passions, Yon showcases what it means to balance 
work and play.

Yon’s favorite way to relax is archery. She has been compet-
ing since sixth grade, preferring to compete indoors because of 
the shorter distance. Yon placed ninth in the junior division at 
the 2014 State Indoor Championships on Jan. 20.

Yon spends her free time drawing and is currently enrolled in 
Art 3. Following this passion, she joined mock trial this year as the 
courtroom artist. She follows the trials, drawing the case presented, 
and then enters her drawing into competitions.

In addition to archery and art, Yon also spends time honing 
greater talents; her Tetris skills were not made overnight, but 
rather through hard work and long hours at the computer 
screen. “I’m an addict. I’m finally coming out. I’m definitely 
not proud of this. I don’t know how word got out; this is so 
embarrassing,” says Yon, confessing to what some would call 
an unhealthy infatuation with Tetris.

Through hard work and determination, Yon has recently 
conquered her obsession. “I had to give myself a pep talk. I sat with mys-    
elf with a mirror in front, looked at myself and said, ‘Okay Iris, you     

have to quit. This is getting to be a problem. Some people are spending their days 
going to parties and you’re sitting here with your computer.’” In addition to 

stunting her social life, Tetris was hard on Yon physically. “Just imagine 
sitting in the same position for the whole day. Think about what that 
does to your body. It just doesn’t work out,” Yon explained.

Despite Yon’s negative personal experience with the game, she’s 
still eager to impart her wisdom onto hopeful Tetris masters. “For 
aspiring Tetris players, play every single day every second of your life 
and then you will eventually get to [the top level]. You’ll get there 

somehow,” Yon said.
Although Tetris will always hold a special place in Yon’s heart, she has 

dabbled in other phone games, most recently Flappy Bird. Her frustrations 
with the game have grown as playing “every chance I get” have turned out 

to be fruitless, with an unimpressive high score of two. Yon attempted 
to justify her low scores, saying, “Once I get past one [point], my hand 
starts twitching, and I start crying.” She insists that even though Tetris 
did improve her hand coordination, it did not properly or efficiently 
equip her with the thumb strength and consistency that the phone 
application requires.

Yon has equally exciting plans for the future; she aspires to one 
day work in a cubicle as either an editor or an engineer. “I don’t care 

what job it is, I just want to work in a cubicle. I want to hang stuff on 
the walls,” says Yon. Hopefully this environment won’t facilitate a Tetris 

relapse for Yon, but only time can tell.
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Renaissance woman Iris Yon loves tetris and drawing

by Violet Wallerstein
World Editor

Ginger Brown, a shining 
star of our freshman class, 
lives an incredibly active 
life.  She plays on the LGHS 
lacrosse and field hockey 
team, as well as playing 
flute in marching band, 
being part of the Safe Rides 
to School club, and partici-
pating in club soccer. With 
all these extra curriculars, 
Brown says, “I barely have 
time for anything else!  But 
I love doing all of them.” 

Brown’s most memo-
rable event here at LGHS 
was “definitely the field 
hockey scavenger hunt.” 
With the little free time she 
has, Brown likes to just hang 
out with her friends or read 
when she gets the chance. 
She and her younger brother 
enjoy playing basketball 
together in order to relax. 

 Brown has also been 
playing flute for six years 
and hopes one day to be a flute teacher. “Even 
though I know it sounds cliché, I’d love to share 

my passion for playing with 
others and help them develop 
their skill,” Brown stated. For 
such a young player, Brown 
has incredibly beautiful and 
developed tone and technique, 
and she never misses a chance 
to help her fellow players. 

When not busy at school, 
Brown loves to go backpack-
ing. She and her family go 
twice a year, usually around 
Yosemite. Brown explained, 
“The beauty of nature is 
incredible. It’s great to get 
away from everything for a 
little while.” 

Brown also has Swiss citi-
zenship. Her father was born 
there and she has been on 
vacation to visit family and go 
sight-see. When she graduates 
LGHS, Brown hopes to attend 
the University of Fribourg or 
UCLA. She explains, “I really 
want to live in Switzerland 
when I’m older, so Fribourg 
would be a good option.” 
Wherever Brown decides to 

go, her dedication and ability to handle multiple 
tasks will assist her life journey.

by Ari Sweedler
People Editor

Sophomore Mark “The Iron Curtain” Sinclair 
is the starting goalkeeper on the JV boys LGHS 
soccer team. His hobbies include playing soccer 
and listening to music. 

Sinclair has a passion for 
soccer, which he expresses 
four times a week at 
the Los Gatos Boys JV 
soccer practices or 
games. Sinclair did 
not play school soccer 
in middle school or 
during freshman year, 
so the transition to the 
high school team was 
harder for him than for 
others, however because 
Sinclair has natural talent 
and some friends are already on 
the team, it was not hard for Sinclair 
to fit in.  

As Sinclair fondly recalled his memories of the 
season so far, one stood out in particular. During 
a league game, Sinclair blocked a penalty kick 
Sinclair reminisced,  “Before the penalty, I was just 
wanted to guess which side the guy would go to. 
And when the guy came up to shoot the ball, the 
only thing that I could hope for was that I would 
dive the right way... And I did! It felt amazing to 

stop one of the best scorers in our league.” Par-
tially because of this stop, and partially because 
of his great performances throughout the season, 
Sinclair was given the nickname, “Iron Curtain.” 

Another one of Sinclair’s memories of the 
soccer season occurred when he was playing 

striker. Because the JV team was up by 
six goals, Coach Naveed Ettefagh 

allowed Sinclair to play striker 
for a few minutes. Showing 
his versatility, Sinclair took 
off on a great run, get-
ting open for the incoming 
cross. When the ball soared 
in, Sinclair hit it towards 
goal, and it bounced off of 

the crossbar, nearly going 
into the net.

When not on the soccer 
pitch, Sinclair’s other hobby is 

listening to music, which he makes 
sure to do every day. Sinclair usually listens 

to club music, with artists such as Martin Garrix, 
Above & Beyond, and Showtek. Sinclair stated that 
listening to music sometimes calms him down, but 
other times it doesn’t. Instead it is just something 
that he enjoys doing in his free time.

Sinclair is very reliable. He is always there for 
his team to make clutch saves, but he still takes 
a little time out of his daily routine to listen to 
his music.

Sinclair blocks goals

Nitin Srinivasan is involved in Boy Scouts, varsity tennis, and more
atre, Srinivasan is an outstanding athlete, as he 
is currently a part of the LGHS boys varsity tennis 
team. He balances his rigorous athletic practice 
schedule with multiple clubs, such as Future 
Business Leaders of America, Under 21 Club, and 
Interact Club. Srinivasan is also a novice member 
of the Speech and Debate Team, which he enjoys 
because he believes that, “debate is a great way to 
learn about the world around you and understand 
the hardships that people outside the United 

by Hyuntae Byun
News Editor

Nitin Srinivasan is only a freshman, yet he 
has already accomplished much more than many 
high schoolers accomplish during their entire high 
school career. He excels in a variety of activities, 
ranging from piano to debate. Srinivasan actively 
participates in school clubs and activities, chal-
lenging himself to be as productive as possible.

You may already know Srinivasan as the comi-
cal dental patient from the 
school’s fall production of 
“The Good Doctor,” where 
he starred beside fellow 
actor sophomore Anna 
Silva in his debut. Besides 
acting, Srinivasan enjoys 
playing the piano and sing-
ing and is a member of the 
school’s choir ensemble. As 
a testament to his tremen-
dous singing abilities, he 
was featured in the 2013 
Coastal Honors Choir and 
will also participate in the 
highly selective 2014 All-
State Honors Choir. 

Besides music and the-

the time to do as many things because I will be 
busy with the hardships of adulthood. Right now 
is the time to do as much as you can and have fun 
with what you do.”

 Outside of school, Srinivasan is a Boy Scout in 
Los Gatos’ Troop 2, and hopes one day to become 
an Eagle Scout. He enjoys the hands-on experi-
ence and diverse skillsets that he acquires through 
scouting. In the spirit of scouting, he also enjoys 
helping others and giving back to his local commu-

nity. Srinivasan frequently 
volunteers at community 
service events such as Shin-
ing Stars Respite and Sunday 
Friends, and has participated 
in numerous community ser-
vice organizations, with the 
latest being Interact Club. 

Srinivasan aspires to one 
day become a doctor at a 
world renowned hospital. He 
is thankful for his parents 
and his wonderful commu-
nity, as he believes that his 
parents encourage him to 
take opportunities, while his 
school and community offer 
a comfortable environment.

States face on a daily basis. It also helps you 
develop critical analytical skills, confidence and 
an ability to speak intelligently. Ultimately, this 
results in a smarter and more articulate student.”

This hard work comes at a price, as Srinivasan 
often has to consiously manage his time. Despite 
this, Srinivasan remains a top-notch student. In 
defense of his tightly packed schedule, Srinivasan 
states that “I like to keep myself challenged and 
well rounded… because later in life, I won’t have 

Brown loves the outdoors
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