
NationalPage 3

El Gato • Friday, May 23, 2014 • www.elgatonews.com

by Hana Beach
Editor-in-Chief

On Thurs., May 15, The National September 11 Memorial 
Museum opened in New York City. At its unveiling, President 
Obama gave a solemn speech, where he dedicated the museum 
to the memories of the victims, first responders, and heroes of 
the Sept. 11 attacks. 

This idea of remembrance is integrated throughout the 
memorial. For example, the museum is scattered with reminders 
of the thousands of innocent men, women, and children who lost 
their lives during the attack. The memorial houses a battered 
column covered in three sets of numbers and letters: PAPD 37, 
NYPD 23 and FDNY 343 or shorthand for the port authority, 
city cops, and firefighters who died leading victims to safety, 
as well as a memorial wall covered in the photos of nearly  
3,000 victims. 

9/11 commemorative museum opens
When the memorial plaza first opened in 2011, crowds were 

controlled because the museum was still under construction. 
However, since May 15, the memorial plaza has been open to the 
public. Visitors can now enter the eight acres without a ticket 
or reservation. Despite the rainy weather on May 16, hundreds 
of people flocked to what was once known as Ground Zero on 
the day of the attack. The designer of the plaza, Mark Arad, 
explained that the opening was “very gratifying,” since it was 
the first time Arad had witnessed people freely walking on to 
the sight in nearly thirteen years. 

From the time of President Obama’s dedication to the 
museum’s public opening on Wed. May 21, the museum was 
opened around the clock so 9/11 survivors, victim’s families, 
first responders, and recovery workers who lived through the 
attacks could visit.
(Sources: New York Times, New York Daily Times)

by Jonathan Friedland
National Editor/Business Manager

Over the past week, the San Diego area has dealt with some 
of the worst wildfires ever recorded. The blazes forced the evacu-
ations of thousands of homes, but luckily did not take any lives. 
Lieutenant Ryan Finnegan, the head of a local military base in 
the area which was affected by one of the fires said, “I wouldn’t 
say it’s quite back to normal. We definitely still have some road 
closures and power outages here on base, but all the families are 
back in their housing.”

One of the fires was started by a spark from construction 
equipment and rapidly spread throughout the area. Almost 
simultaneously, other fires in the areas sprang up: one from a 
suspected arsonist and others from natural causes. All the blazes 

SHOWCASING THE MEMORIAL: The enormous fountain along with the museum is designed to honor all  victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

San Diego wildfires destroy acres
together destroyed 11 houses, an 18 unit apartment building 
and two businesses. Firefighters from all over California helped 
in putting out the fires. 

Currently, with the blaze almost all but extinguished, 
the worry now shifts to future fires. The San Diego area has 
received little rainfall and the increase in fires derives from the 
incredible dry spell that most parts of California have endured 
for almost two years. 

With the first major fire of wildfire season out of the way, 
California is preparing for one of the worst fire seasons in 
decades. Governor Jerry Brown said, “We’re getting ready for 
the worst. Now, we don’t want to anticipate before we know, 
but we need a full complement of firefighting capacity.”
(Sources: Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Chronicle)

FIGHTING THE FIRES: Firefighters combat the fires surrounding the San Diego area. The fires have engulfed thousands of acres and several structures. 

by Hyuntae Byun
News Editor

On May 13, a coal mine in the southwest region of West Virginia col-
lapsed, resulting in the deaths of two miners. The accident occurred in 
Brody Mine Number 1, situated in West Virginia and operated by Patriot 
Coal Corporation headquartered in St. Louis. 

A ground failure on the site resulted in the collapse, which ultimately 
led to the deaths of miners Eric Legg and and Gary Hensley. Both bodies 
were recovered soon after the accident. At the time of the collapse, the 
workers were participating in a mining technique known as “retreat 
mining.” The operation involves the mining of coal by excavating large 
areas and leaving pillars to support the mine roof. After all the coal has 
been mined, the pillars are collapsed and removed. This procedure is 
described by many mining experts as one of the most dangerous in the 
industry.

The mine in question was designated last October as a pattern violator 
by the United States Mine Safety and Health Administration due to its 
repeated breaking of federal health and safety regulations. At the time, 
Patriot claimed that it believed that the mine was safer than the federal 
agency designated it, and released a statement saying that it would 
contest the results of the investigation.

West Virginia is the location of around 39 percent of all coal-mining 
deaths since 2003, making it the state with the highest number of 
coal-mining deaths, an unusually high statistic that derives from its 
position as one of the largest coal-producing states in the United States. 
To date, the state has recorded 126 coal mining-related deaths in the 
past decade.

Following the accident, the Patriot Coal Mining Corporation released 
a statement in which it offered its deepest condolences to families of 
the victims, as well as state that it was working with officials and state 
authorities fully in the official investigation of the accident.

(Sources: Reuters, International Business Times)

Coal mine explodes

by Rachel Salisbury
Opinion Editor

Chelsea Manning, previously Bradley Manning, is already well known 
for leaking confidential documents to the public, a crime for which she 
was convicted of in July of 2013. Manning was diagnosed with gender 
dysphoria, identifying as a woman in a man’s body, during her time in the 
army and now seeks hormone therapy as part of a gender reassignment. An 
abundance of complications have arisen from Manning’s need for medical 
attention, as Manning’s pursuit of this treatment conflicts with military 
rules and could also threaten her safety.

The main point of complexity surrounding this issue is the Defense 
Department does not provide gender reassignment treatments for its 
prisoners, so Manning will have to be transferred to a civilian prison that 
does. On May 13, two Pentagon officials anonymously reported to the 
Associated Press that Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel approved a plan to 
move Manning from his current location, Fort Leavenworth in Kansas, to 
a federal civilian prison.

Although Manning wishes to receive treatment for her gender identity 
condition, she fears that being moved to a federal prison would put her 
at risk. Her lawyer, David Coombs, said, “it is common knowledge that the 
federal prison system cannot guarantee the safety and security of Chelsea 
in the way that the military prison system can.”

The military has responded by claiming they do not have the medical 
expertise Manning needs to be treated properly. Transgender people are not 
allowed to serve in the military, so the Army cannot accommodate Manning’s 
request. They also cannot discharge her until her 35-year sentence is over.
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Denying Manning the treatment is not an option, as the Constitution 
requires that prisoners are given access to medical treatment. Mara Keisling, 
the executive director of the National Center for Transgender Equality, said 
“It doesn’t matter if she’s requesting treatment for gender dysphoria or 
a broken leg. They have to treat her. And it is cruel to withhold medical 
treatment.”

On average, only 15 to 20 people are transferred from military to civilian 
prisons per year. Manning has not yet been discharged and has been deemed 
a threat to national security; both of these characteristics would normally 
prevent her from being transferred to a civilian prison.

No decisions have officially been made in terms of Manning’s transfer. 
Pentagon press secretary Rear Adm. John Kirby said, “Any such decision will, 
of course, properly balance the soldier’s medical needs with our obligation 
to ensure Pvt. Manning remains behind bars.”
(Sources: Huffington Post, Wall Street Journal, NY Times)


