
     Last month, on April 14, the extremist group Boko Haram abducted 
an estimated 276 Nigerian girls from their school in Chibok in the 
Borno state of the country. Although some have managed to escape, 
more than 200 remain captives of the extremist Muslim group. The 
kidnapping of these girls has caused an international outcry, and now 
Nigeria and four surrounding countries will share intelligence and 
border surveillance in order to find the girls. Western countries plan to  
provide additional technical training and expertise in the new effort 
against the extremist group. 
  Nigerians have criticised the government, specifically President 
Goodluck Jonathan regarding its initial inability to act swiftly and 
efficiently in protecting the girls from their abduction and the sub-
sequent search for them. 
     French President François Hollande said, “Boko Haram is an organiza-
tion that is linked to terrorism in Africa and whose will is to destabilize 
the north of Nigeria, certainly, and all the neighboring countries of 
Nigeria and beyond that region,” and then described Boko Haram as a 
greater threat than they originally thought. However, France’s military 
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    In preparation for this year’s World Cup hosted in 
Brazil, the government of Brazil has implemented 
a project costing over $11.5 billion, which includes 
a massive $900 million stadium in Brasilia. This 
puts the stadium in the position of being the 
world’s second most costly sports arena to date. 
The monumental costs have been attributed to 
massive corruption.   
  Brasilia’s Auditor Court recently released a 
140 page report, stating that one third of the 
stadium’s large cost is due to cost overruns and 
corruption. The report also disclosed several other 
instances of badly regulated funding. For example, 
the transportation cost of moving prefabricated 
grandstands should have cost only $4,700, but 
this number bloomed to a staggering $1.5 million. 
The steel used to build the stadiums is said to cost 
about $28 million more than the necessary cost. 
     The widespread corruption and mismanagement 
of Brazil’s construction of venues for this year’s 
upcoming World Cup event sparked protests last 
year. Over a million Brazilians were on the streets 
demonstrating following allegations of corruption 
and poorly managed construction. Additionally, 
the lack of enforcement of safe standards has 
been blamed for the death of eight workers in 
Brazil to date. 
    Similarly, Qatar’s preparation for its hosting of 
the 2022 World Cup has come under fire after it 
was revealed that laborers working on construc-

    On Sat., May 17, Turkish government officials announced the 
final death toll from the Turkish coal mine disaster in Soma at an 
astounding 301 deaths. Those who managed to escape in time suffered 
crippling injuries, rendering many incapable of manual labor. The 
mining incident transpired Tues., May 13, from a fire that broke out 
in the lower levels of the mine. Now the deadliest disaster in Turkish 
mining history, the fire has incited widespread protest and anger at 
the government’s response to the tragedy. 
      On Fri., May 16, Turkish police employed tear gas, plastic bullets, 
and water cannon to suppress protests. Protesters donned black attire, 
chanting, “Don’t sleep, Soma, remember your dead!” Amidst the sea 
of protest, many are searching for an answer to how and why this 
tragedy occurred. In response to the escalation of demonstrations and 
public resentment, local authorities have banned protests in Soma. 
Abdurrahman Savas, the governor of Manisa province, said that the 
ban was intended to ensure safety and security, “not to prevent 
freedom of expression.”
      Thousands have criticized Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
for his response to the harrowing disaster. Shortly after the mining 
incident, Erdogan remarked, “What happened, happened. It is from 
God … If you boo the country’s prime minister, you get slapped.” 
Several viral videos have surfaced, showing the Prime Minister beating 
protesters and families of the victims.
     In order to salvage the situation and ensure justice for the families 
and friends who lost loved ones, authorities have begun investiga-
tions to identify the precursors of this catastrophe. Chairman of the 
regional miners’ union Tamer Küçükgencay stated, “This mine was 
constantly inspected and certified as safe. The investigation into who 
is responsible for this accident has to start with those inspectors. It is 
sad that Turkey is still number one in Europe when it comes to work 
accidents.” Alp Gürkan, the mine’s owner, refused to take responsibil-
ity for the tragedy, claiming, “We have spent our income to improve 
working conditions to avoid possible accidents.”
      Nevertheless, many have pointed fingers at the company, accus-

ing them of negligence and misdoings. Erdal Bicak, a young man who 
worked in the mine, proclaimed, “The company is guilty. The new gas 
levels had got too high, and they didn’t tell us in time.” According to 
Bicak, the government safety inspectors failed to examine the lower 
levels of the coal mine. 
     Site manager Akin Celik announced that the mine had closed an 
emergency refuge and workers were still constructing a safety chamber 
in the lower level of the mine. Alp Gurman, the owner of the company, 
declared that the company had followed regulations and that they had 
no legal obligation to construct safety chambers.
     When Bicak completed his shift and proceeded to leave the 
mine, managers ordered him to stay and address a problem in 
the mine. Following his orders, Bicak returned to the mine where 
smoke immediately started to pour through the tunnel and into his 
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lungs. He reported, “I told my friend: ‘I can’t go on. Leave me here.                                                                   
I’m going to die.’” 
     Fortunately after a series of horrific tribulations, the two man-
aged to escape. However, Bicak did suffer severe injuries to his legs, 
prompting him to report, “I’m not going to be a miner anymore. God 
gave me a chance, and now, I’m done.”
    Currently, Turkish authorities have detained 16 people in con-
nection to the deadly coal mine fire. However, in order to prevent 
another tragedy of this magnitude, investigators must shed light on 
the violations of worker safety and enact new regulations to ensure 
personal protection and security. Cevat Altuntas, a miner for over 30 
years, asserted, “This is how mining goes in Turkey. Unless our fingers 
are bleeding, we don’t take precautions.”
(Sources: CNN, The Guardian, NY Times) 

     Russia, officially known as the Russian Federa-
tion, is positioned in northern Eurasia. Russia is 
a semi-presidential republic, and it is the largest 
country in the world. The Russian Federation is 
a vast country with 160 different ethnic groups 
and indigenous people. The economy is ranked the 
eighth largest in the world, and fifth largest by 
purchasing power parity. The reason for such rank-
ings is that Russia is rich in minerals and natural 
resources, the largest reserves in the world, thus 
making it the largest producer of oil and natural gas. 

Country of the Year: Russia

will not intervene because they believe Nigeria’s military is efficient 
and available. The United States will also be assisting in the search for 
the girls by using drones and manned surveillance aircrafts, but has 
stated that Nigeria is reluctant to use information provided by the US. 
    The abduction has also captured the attention of traditional Nige-
rian hunters, who are taking matters into their own hands. About 500 
hunters armed with homemade guns, poisoned spears, and amulets 
have gathered with the intent of finding the girls on their own. Some 
of these hunters are as young as 18 and as old as 80, and have been 
waiting in the Borno capital of Maiduguri, and the birthplace of Boko 
Haram, for support from the Nigerian military. 
    As news of the abduction has spread, there has been an increasing 
amount of support for the 200 girls. Prominent figures such as Michelle 
Obama, Malala Yousafzi, and Harrison Ford have been pictured holding 
signs reading, “Bring back our girls.” The hashtag, “#bringbackourgirls” 
has been tweeted over 488,000 times. 
    The major issue with this abduction is that will cause other parents 
will be reluctant in sending their daughters to school out of fear of 
young girls being abducted again. 
(Sources: CNN, Time, BBC)

tion projects are victim of abusive and inhumane 
working conditions, as well as corruption. Currently, 
an estimated 1.4 million workers are participating 
in the construction of Qatar’s planned 12 stadiums. 
The death rate of workers currently averages over 
one death a day. The International Trade Union 
Conference has warned that over 4,000 migrant 
workers could die before the stadiums are completed.
    In response, many countries have begun pressur-
ing Qatar to increase its fair treatment of workers 
and to raise its safety standards. 
(Sources: CBS News and CNN)

    The country is a federation and a semi-presiden-
tial republic, meaning the President is the head of 
state and the Prime Minister is the head of govern-
ment. Currently, Vladimir Putin is the President and 
Dmitry Medvedev is Prime Minister.
     In 2014, Russia hosted the winter olympic games 
at Sochi, its second time since the 1980 summer 
olympic games in Moscow. Many controversies 
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occurred before the start of the Olympics. On Aug. 
1, Russia offered temporary asylum to Edward 
Snowden, a man who has been charged with leak-
ing U.S. government surveillance information to 
The Guardian. 
     In other news, President Putin is a close ally 
of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, who has been 
engaged in a bloody civil war since 2011. The most 
controversial Russian news was the ratification of 
the anti-gay propaganda law, which outlaws the 
public discussion of gay rights and relationships 
anywhere where children might hear or see it.
      Recently, Russia annexed the Crimean Penin-
sula as a result of the 2014 Ukrainian Revolution. 
The Russian parliament gave authorization to use 
military force in Ukraine, causing international 
uproar. When the Russian Federation recognized 
Crimea as a part of Russia, the international com-
munity quickly recognized Russia’s moves as an 
illegal annexation. 
   Russian culture is filled with richness; the 
music, literature, and food capture the Russian 
spirit. Poultry, berries, mushrooms, and fish are 
widely used in Russian cuisine. Pirozhki, a stuffed 
bun, and Olivier salad are the most famous dishes 
Russia is known for. On the other hand, Russian 
literature is widely recognized globally. Almost all 
students need to read the works of Dostoevsky, 
Chekhov, and Gogol. 
      Russia is a country to visit, and admire for its 
beauty, culture, and people. 
(Sources Reuters, NY Times, and Bloomberg)


