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An innumerable number of Ukrainians are fleeing 
their homes and setting new roots in Russia. Ukrainians 
are staying in refugee camps, finding jobs, and enrolling 
their children in Russian schools. 

Many world leaders are hesitating to label the event 
in Ukraine as anything too serious. However, Putin’s 
actions are testing the democratic nations of the world. 
On Sept. 4, peace plans were drafted in Newport, Wales,  
by NATO. NATO plans to enforce new sanctions to counter 
Russian action in Ukraine. The goal is to put additional 
pressure on Russia in order to discourage any more 
violence or aggression towards Ukraine. 

The plan of action includes extending restrictions 
on Russian banks, such as limiting the access of Russian 
banks to the debt market in Europe. The plan also 
includes increasing measures against equipment that 
can be used for communication or aerospace. 

In addition, NATO has requested that Russia take 
the path of peace and is sending $20 million dollars to 
Kiev. The money will be used to improve Ukraine’s cyber 
defense, military training, and rehabilitation for soldiers. 

However, it remains unclear if Putin is willing to 
end the Ukraine crisis. Putin has possible interest in 
de-escalation, but continues to deny any involvement 
in the conflict to begin with. If no concrete peace 
agreement or ceasefire is reached soon, the conflict in 
Ukraine could easily erupt into a full-fledged war.
(Sources: Washington Post, New York Times, BBC News)

by Kelsey Fleming
News Editor

Throughout western Africa, a devastating ebola 
outbreak has claimed the lives of hundreds of people, 
raising a myriad of concerns and unease in the global 
community. On Aug. 31, health ministries in Liberia, 
Guinea, and Sierra Leone reported the Ebola-related 
deaths of 1,841 people. The death toll continues to 
increase at an alarming rate. In one week alone, over 
400 people perished from ebola. Dr. Joanne Liu, the 
international president of Médecins sans Frontières 
(MSF), or Doctors without Borders, stated, “Six months 
into the worst ebola epidemic in history, the world is 
losing the battle to contain it.”

Currently, there is no cure for ebola. Anthony Fauci, 
the director of NIH’s National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, expressed, “The number of cases 
per unit time is dramatically increasing. That exponen-
tial increase indicates that the virus is now beyond the 
interventions we have in place.” With medical supplies 
dwindling, it is imperative that healthcare officials 
take action and establish more useable facilities in 
the affected regions. 

As the disease spreads, chaos has ensued and 
the number of riots and protests has increased. Liu 
expressed, “In west Africa, cases and deaths continue 
to surge. Riots are breaking out. Isolation centers are 
overwhelmed. Health workers on the frontline are 
becoming infected and are dying in shocking numbers. 
Others have fled in fear, leaving people without care for 

Ebola re-emerges in west Africa Icelandic volcano erupts
by Elizabeth Monsef
News Editor 

The Meteorological Office in Iceland has recently raised its ash aviation warning to the 
highest level. Officials changed the warning to the highest level, red, after lava began to 
spurt up from the fissure on the lava field surrounding the Holuhraun volcano. The lava 
has reached heights of 50-60  meters (150-180 feet) in the air. 

Holuhraun is a volcano in Iceland, north of the Vatnajokull glacier. Certain areas and 
roads around the volcano have been blocked off due to fear of flooding. Thus far, scientists 
have not reported subglacial eruptions, but if subglacial eruptions do occur, intense flood-
ing could cause devastation. 

Scientists do not know why this eruption is occurring. However, according to RÚN, “One 
possible theory, according to scientists, is that groundwater has seeped through deep cracks 
in the bedrock, down to the magma intrusion beneath, causing explosive activity detected 
by seismometers”.  The lava has been classified as Pahoehoe lava, meaning that it flows 
slowly, hardens, then breaks through a hardened section at any given time and continues 
to run. The lava has been constantly seeping from the fissure and has caused the eruption 
site to increase in width. 

The flow seems to be continuous with few earthquakes of very small magnitudes. Luck-
ily, the eruption is not spreading large amounts of ash into the air. Thus far, the volcano 
has not caused much damage, but as of September third RÚV news reported, “The Civil 
Protection Agency has now called everyone back who was near the fissure in Holuhraun, 
due to concern that the eruption could be getting bigger, or that magma could break the 
surface at another location.” There are different theories on the situation at Holuhraun, 
but a growing awareness of the situation is undisputedly present.

There are many interesting photos and videos on RÚV Icelan-
dic News of the lava flowing and spurting from the fissure and 
eruption site. The website also has a day by day update of the 
current volcanic activity in both Icelandic and English. Valdimar 
Leifsson, an Icelandic filmmaker, said to RÚV News in Iceland, “I 
realized acutely how small and unsignificant we are, compared 
to the awesome power of natural forces.”
(Sources: Iceland Review RÚV)

by Madeline Hagar
Sports/Student Life Editor

 After the annexation of Crimea earlier this year, 
unrest has shifted to the rest of Ukraine. Leading up 
to the entrance of Russian troops in eastern Ukraine, 
former Ukrainian President Yanukovych established 
closer ties with Russia. Yanukovych made a deal with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to give Ukraine $15 
billion dollars to sustain the economy, despite protests 
from the Ukrainians, who wanted to join the European 
Union. Upset by Yanukovych’s actions, the protesters 
eventually forced him out of office. Yanukovych’s 
departure led to the establishment of an interim 
government, unrecognized referendums passed by 
Pro-Russian separatists in Donetsk and Luhansk, the 
takeover of government buildings in eastern Ukraine, 
and the deaths of thousands. These events have left 
Ukraine in a state of shock and fear.

Many believe that Russia is attempting to annex 
eastern Ukraine in order to establish a land bridge 
to Crimea. Although the Russians deny military 
involvement in Ukraine, NATO recently released images 
of tanks and artillery that corroborate that Russian 
forces are actively involved in the Ukrainian fighting, 
backing pro-Russian separatist rebel groups in Ukraine. 

Russia interferes in Ukraine
by Kate Hinsche 
Opinion Editor

After seven years of failed fundraising for the Yasuni-Ishpingo-Tambococha-Tiputini 
(Yasuni-ITT) Initiative, construction for oil drilling began in early 2014 in the Yasuni por-
tion of the Ecuadorian Amazon.

Ecuadorian President Rafael Correa 
presented the initiative to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in 2007, calling on the 
international community to donate 
$3.6 billion for the preservation of the 
protected Yasuni area of the Amazon. 
$3.6 billion sounds like a huge sum 
of money; however, is only half of 
the potential profits from harvesting 
the 846 million barrels of oil that sit 
beneath the Yasuni. Correa argues 
that his country’s pecuniary needs 
to overcome poverty outweigh the 
benefits of waiting for more donations 
and preserving one of the world’s most 
biodiverse rainforests.

The Yasuni ITT portion of the 
Amazon has been honored as a world 
biosphere reserve by UNESCO for many 
years. Having that title means the 
United Nations intends that the local 
community make sustainable conser-
vation and development efforts. The Yasuni is home to countless mammal and bird species, 
and has more documented species of insects than any other rainforest in the world. It is 
also an important habitat to many endangered species, such as the Amazonian manatee, 
pink river dolphin, giant otter, giant anteater, and the Amazonian tapir. The significance 
of the Yasuni-ITT region to scientific discovery and wildlife conservation has caused many 
Ecuadorian citizens and scientists to respond with outrage to the beginning construction. 

Wildlife is not alone in calling the Yasuni home. There are several different Native tribes 
that live in voluntary isolation in the rainforest. These indigenous people live without 
any knowledge of the outside world and pose a threat to many of the workers in the deep 
forest, as they launch attacks on outsiders without warning. The roads built to access the 
construction sites are causing fights to break out among the native tribes.

 President Correa has assured the public that the most advanced techniques will be 
used in this drilling project to ensure that the least amount of impact is made on life in 
the Amazon. However, many citizens do not trust their government and its affiliated oil 
companies to take care of the treasured rainforest. A petition to stop any current or future 
drilling projects in the Yasuni ITT region has collected more than 850,000 signatures, but 
after the submission of the petition, the Ecuadorian government rejected more than half 
of the signatures as fraudulent. This not only made the petition ineffective, but outraged 
countless citizens, many of whom are now accusing their government of manipulating the 
results and lying to its people.

Meanwhile, construction barrels ahead, with the possibility of oil extraction by 2016.
(Sources: Mesco, Washington Post)

Ecuador drills for oil

all photos courtesy wikimedia commons

ERUPTION: The Bardarbunga Volcano in the Holuhraun lava field is spurting lava continuously.

PEACE MARCH: On Mar. 15 people marched to protest Russian invasion.

THE VIRUS: The ebola virus is visible in an electron micrograph.

AN UNPOPULAR PRESIDENT: Protestors forced Yanukovych out of office.

WORLD BIOSPHERE RESERVE: The Yasuni region is darkened.

even the most common illnesses. Entire health systems 
have crumbled.”

The ebola outbreak has had a profound impact on 
the economy and the transport and sale of food. As 
food prices skyrocket, the United Nation’s Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) has approved an emer-
gency program with the UN’s World Food Programme to 
deliver 65,000 tons of food to the estimated 1.3 million 
people in areas affected by the outbreak.

In order to alleviate the outbreak and its growing 
threats, the UN has increased healthcare funds to 
$600 million. Mapp Biopharmaceutical Inc., a business 
currently developing a new experimental ebola cure, 
received a federal grant of approximately $42.3 mil-
lion. As scientists and volunteers indefatigably work 
at finding a cure and aiding those in need, the global 
community is uniting together to help fight the battle 
against Ebola. 

Dr. Paul Cosford, the 
director of health protection 
at Public Health England 
asserted, “We will continue 
to offer every support to the 
international efforts to con-
tain and manage the Ebola 
outbreak led by the World 
Health Organisation, working closely with government 
colleagues, and partners including MSF and Unicef.” 
You can donate money to help curtail this egregious 
outbreak online.
(Sources: ABC News, BBC, The Guardian, Newsweek)

TEDIOUS RESEARCH: Many people are working to find a cure for ebola.


