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Ebola infection found in US
by Dakota Rogers
Sports Editor

Ebola has reached the United States, as  
the first patient to be diagnosed with Ebola  
in the US is currently being treated in a Dallas 
hospital. Patient Zero travelled from Monrovia, 
Liberia, on Sept. 19 and arrived in the US  
on Sept. 20. He was brought to a local hospital  
in an ambulance on Sept. 28 and has been  
placed in isolation in the intensive care 
unit of the hospital. In a press confer-
ence, CDC director Dr. Thomas Frieden 
stated, “It is certainly possible that some-
one who had contact with this individual... 
could develop Ebola in the coming weeks. But 
there is no doubt in my mind that we will stop 
it here.”

As of Sept. 27, 3,091 people out of 6,574 
probable, suspected, and confirmed cases of 
Ebola have died from the virus in the recent 
outbreak in regions of west Africa, according 
to the World Health Organization (WHO). The 
disease is widespread in three west African 
countries, Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia, and 
there has been localized transmission in Nigeria 
and Senegal, the WHO said.

At least 1,830 of the Ebola deaths were 
in Liberia, including 150 in just two days, 
according to the WHO. Recently, the chief  
Liberian medical officer Bernice Dahn has  
placed herself under quarantine for the  
suggested 21 days after her office assistant 
died from Ebola. Dahn represented Liberia at 
conferences regarding the containment of the 
epidemic and is not reported to have experienced 

Russian forces leave Ukraine
by Mhairi Finlayson
Web Editor

An estimated seventy percent of Russian troops 
have withdrawn from Ukraine. The withdrawal 
reportedly began after a ceasefire was agreed upon 
between Ukrainian forces and separatists. However, 
NATO officials have stated that a large force remains 
near the border, able to re-enter Ukraine at any 
moment.

The situation in Ukraine has been tense for 
months following Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 
March. Since then, there has been near constant 
conflict between Ukrainian forces and pro-Rus-
sian separatists. Russia has repeatedly contested 
reports of Russian soldiers in Ukraine throughout  
the conflict.

With a recent reduction in hostilities between 
pro-Russian rebels and the Ukrainian government, 
the conflict seems to be subsiding. The Ukrainian 
and Russian governments are both satisfied with 
the results of the ceasefire agreed upon on Sept. 
5. NATO has noted that some Russian special forces 
still remain in Ukraine, suggesting that the tensions 
are not yet over.

Various countries have imposed sanctions against 
Russia since the annexation of Crimea. The EU is cur-
rently considering further sanctions but has momen-
tarily decided to hold off in light of the reduction 
of violence and the ceasefire. Russia has threatened 
trade retaliation, such as bans on car and clothing 
imports, if further sanctions are applied. Japan also 
recently levied sanctions against Russia because 
of its actions in Ukraine. The Russian economy is 
struggling under the weight of the various sanctions 
placed upon it; however, this is the first indication 

Annual dolphin hunt begins
by Madeline Hagar
Sports Editor

The annual dolphin hunting season commenced 
in the Japanese village of Taiji. Every year, the 
hunting starts in September or October and lasts 
until February. The dolphin hunting season overlaps 
with the whale hunting season, which begins at 
about the same time and ends in April. Although 
the Japanese government supports this business, 
environmentalists around the world are clamoring 
for the hunting to end.

In Japan, dolphins are killed for their meat or 
provided to aquariums and programs that allow 
people to swim with dolphins. Over 20,000 dolphins 
die each year during the hunt. The Japanese con-
sider this to be a traditional part of their culture.  
The hunting takes place by a select group of local 
fisherman. When they spot a pod of dolphins, the 
fishermen herd them into a bay. They bang metal 
rods against their boats to confuse the dolphins. 
Once the dolphins are in the cove or bay, the fisher-
man set up a net to ensure that none can escape. 

India sends rover to Mars
by Cole Potter
Web Editor

India’s space agency made history when, 
on Sept. 24, it became the only nation to suc-
ceed in an interplanetary mission to Mars on 
its first attempt. Not only was the MOM (Mars 
Orbiter Mission) a complete success for the 
inexperienced program, it also only cost the 
country $74 million, marking it as the least 
expensive interplanetary flight to reach Mars. 
These overwhelming feats are made even more 
unbelievable when India’s space agency’s limited 
resources and lack of historical achievement are 
taken into account.

Of the 74 satellites that the Indian Space 
Research Organization or ISRO has launched into 
space, this was the first aimed towards observa-
tion of Mars. The mission commenced a little less 
than a year ago when the satellite was launched 
from an island in the Bay of Bengal last Nov. 5. 

When the mission was announced as a tri-
umph, India became one of just four countries to 
put a mission into orbit of Mars. This established 
their space program well ahead of other Asian 
countries’ programs, such as Japan and China 
who have both been unsuccessful in their mis-

COSTLY CAPTURE: Bottlenoses are prized by many aquariums. Scan the QR Code to see photos of the Mars mission.

Country of the Month: Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
by Sean Clark
Culture Editor

Known for its beautiful food, people, and landscapes, Ethiopia 
is this issue’s country of the month. It also has the highest popula-
tion for a landlocked country at 92 million people. Ethiopia is in 
western Africa, also known as the horn of Africa. It is described 
as “ecologically diverse” with deserts on the eastern border and 
forests to the west.

Ethiopia is currently dealing with a deforestation crisis. This 
situation has caused a loss of nutrients in Ethiopian soil, loss of 
animal habitats, soil erosion, and a reduction in biodiversity. The 
government is handling this crisis through educating the public 
and promoting reforestation organizations.

Ethiopia is the home of the coffee bean. Coffee production 
accounts for 60 percent of foreign income, and an estimated 15 
million citizens rely on the coffee trade for their livelihood. In 2006, 
34 percent of Ethiopia’s exports consisted of coffee. Many Ethiopians 
take part in a traditional coffee ceremony with their friends. An 
invitation to this ceremony is considered a mark of friendship and 

it is impolite to leave an Ethiopian coffee ceremony before you have 
consumed three cups of coffee.

Coffee is also rooted in Ethiopian folklore. One popular story 
involves a farmer from Kaffa who sees his goats dancing on their 
hind legs one day. He realizes that the coffee plant is the reason 
behind his goats’ behavior and eats some to see the effect. The 
man takes the beans to his wife, and then the monks, and the 
monks turn the coffee bean into coffee by accident. The monks toss 
the “sinful drug” into the fire, then made a drink out of it. After 
trying the drink, they decide the rejuvenating effects of coffee are 
anything but sinful.

Popular fashion in Ethiopia consists of white collared knee-
length shirts and pants for men, and shawls for women. These shawls 
are worn in different ways depending on the occasion. For example, 
if someone wears a netela (Ethiopian shawl) to a funeral, they will 
wear it so the shiny threads are near the waist.

Ethiopian food is unique in preparation and consumption. When 
eating Ethiopian cuisine, people use their right hand because eating 
food with their left hand is considered rude. This country’s food is 

made up of meat and vegetable side dishes usually prepared in a stew, 
which is meant to be scooped up with bread. If you’re interested in 
trying some Ethiopian cuisine, Saratoga has a delicious restaurant 
called Zeni’s. The address is 1320 Saratoga Ave. 

Ethiopia is rich in culture and cuisine. Make sure you treat 
yourself to one of Ethiopia’s various types of coffee in the future; 
you won’t regret it!

THE RIGHT WAY: Traditionally, Ethiopian food is eaten using the right hand out of respect.
all photos courtesy wikicommons

MOVING OUT: Most Russian troops have withdrawn from Ukraine.

that the sanctions might be having any effect upon 
Russia’s military actions.

Russia still adamantly denies having any pres-
ence in Ukraine, despite recent claims by NATO 
that it has incriminating evidence demonstrating 
that Russia’s insistence is blatantly untrue. Due to 
Russia’s denial of troops in Ukraine and separatist 
control of many border crossings, it is difficult to 
determine how many Russian troops remain in 
Ukraine and how many have left. 

The ceasefire and reduction in violence in 
Ukraine, combined with the withdrawal of soldiers, 
seem to be positive signs that the crisis may be 
easing. Nevertheless, NATO remains wary of the 
situation and prepared for any outcome. 

(Sources: BBC, NY Times, Fortune)

any symptoms. 
“Of course we made the rule, so I am home for 

21 days,” Dahn said on Sept. 26. “I did it on my 
own. I told my office staff to stay at home for the 
21 days. That’s what we need to do.”

Ebola causes high fever and internal bleed-
ing, and often leads to death. As a cure for 
the deadly virus is yet to be discovered; the  
virus is currently lethal. The WHO says 21 days is the 
maximum incubation period for Ebola and therefore 
is the suggested length of quarantine. Healthcare 
workers located in West Africa who are fighting  
the disease have a high risk of infection as the dis-
ease is communicable through bodily fluids of the  
infected. According to the WHO, almost 300  
workers have been infected with the disease and 
nearly half have died.

The unprecedented scale of the outbreak 
has made it difficult to trace the contacts of 
Ebola victims and quarantine those who are  
possibly at risk themselves. Overcrowding of the limited  
hospitals in the region has recently caused infected  
patients to be turned away due to shortage  
of space.

On Sept. 22 the United Nations created its UN 
Mission for Ebola Emergency Response initiative  
to set the stage for effective and reasonable action 
necessary to stop the Ebola outbreak in western 
Africa. The program has established its operation 
headquarters in Ghana. The US is also personally 
supplying aid by sending 3,000 troop to Liberia  
to create a command center to act as a base to sup-
port relief operations in the region. 

(Sources: The Wall Street Journal, ABC News, 
World Health Organization)

They utilize metal rods to stab the spinal cords and 
kill the animals. 

The Wakayama government allows the fishermen 
an annual quota of approximately 2,000 dolphins 
and porpoises from seven different species. Many 
of these 2,000 dolphins are butchered and sold in 
markets. However, the meat contains high levels of 
mercury, which is very toxic to humans. Addition-
ally, the profit from the meat is marginal due to 
health risks from consumption of the meat. The 
industry actually thrives on the trade of live dol-
phins, which can be “sold to aquariums for sums 
in excess of $100,000 an animal” according to Ric 
O’Barry, a former dolphin trainer. The demand for 
dolphins by the aquariums is very high, so the 
industry continues.

After the release of the film, The Cove, in 2009, 
welfare organizations started campaigns against 
the hunts. The documentary gives the viewer 
insight into the dolphin hunting practices occur-
ring in Taiji, Wakayama, Japan. Some of the activist 
groups working to end the dolphin hunting are 
Sea Shepherd Conservation Society and Blue Voice. 
These organizations claim that the treatment of 
the dolphins is inhumane and must cease. Melissa 
Sehgal, Sea Shepherd’s campaign coordinator for the 
Taiji project, argues that, “This is blood money... 
[there’s] nothing cultural about kidnapping wild 
dolphins for profit.”

On the other hand, fishermen state that this is 
their livelihood and that the government sanctions 
this traditional practice. The fishermen compare the 
killing of the dolphins to the slaughter of livestock 
in western society, which they believe is no differ-
ent. Therefore, unless the laws change, the hunting 
will continue.
(Sources: The Washington Post, BlueVoice.org, and 
CNN World)

sions to Mars. India achieved this success by using 
an inexpensive, spartan design and by paying their 
engineers significantly less (a decision made by 
the Indian government), than what is common of 
national space programs.

Despite the simplicity of their mission, the MOM 
control room was awash with celebration when it was 
confirmed that the satellite was in orbit. Nandini 
Harinath, the woman acting as deputy operations 
director of the mission, was especially relieved by 
the flight’s success, claiming that, “It’s easier to 
bring up children than to control the Mars orbiter.” 

The program has spurred a sentiment of indus-
trial and modern achievement in India, and has 
allowed prime minister Narendra Modi to introduce 
his “Make in India” financial campaign which urges 
companies from first world countries to invest in 
the burgeoning industrial and technological sec-
tors of the Indian economy. Modi cited the success 
of the ISRO’s mission as due to a “can do” attitude  
and emphasized the progress that India has made 
in recent decades.

Perhaps the most influential quality of the 
mission’s success was the effect that it had on the 
perception of female professionals in India. One of 
the most distributed photographs of the celebration 
of MOM’s orbit was a scene displaying numerous 
women clad in saris embracing before an immense 
control board. Numerous women contributed to the 
success of the satellite’s flight, and the number of 
women working as a part of the ISRO has been grow-
ing in recent years. Many female Indian university 
students have cited the mission as monumental 
to the progress of gender equality in the Indian 
workforce and society. 

Regardless of what MOM observes on Mars, the 
mission has already engendered boundless hope for 
future Indian triumphs.


