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AOTM: Milan Kundera ROTM: Blueberry Cobbler
by Kate Hinsche
Opinion Editor
Ingredients:
(for the fruit)
2 pounds peaches (6 whole peaches) or
2 pounds frozen, pre-sliced peaches
1 1/2 cups blueberries or
1 1/2 cups frozen blueberries
1/2 cup granulated (white) sugar
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons fresh-squeezed lemon juice
2 teaspoons lemon zest (optional)

(for the topping)
1 cup all-purpose flour
1/3 cup granulated sugar
1/4 cup lightly packed brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 stick cold unsalted butter, diced

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Boil a pot of water and soak peaches for 45 
seconds until they can peel easily. Once peeled, cut the peaches into thick wedges. 
Another option would be to buy a two pound bag of frozen, pre-cut peaches, and use 
the boiling water to defrost them. The same can be done for the blueberries, buying 
a two pound bag and defrosting them after defrosting the peaches. Place the peeled, 
soaked peaches in a large bowl and toss in the sugar, flour, lemon juice, and lemon 
zest. Gently mix in the blueberries, and let the mixture sit for at least ten minutes.

While the fruit mixture is sitting, make the topping with an electric mixer on low 
speed, using the paddle attachment. Add in the flour, both sugars, salt, cinnamon, and 
diced butter and let them mix until the butter is in chunks the size of peas. Rub the 
topping between your fingers until it forms chunks of butter bits and dry ingredients.

Pour the fruit into a baking dish and sprinkle the topping evenly across the dish. 
Bake for 40 to 45 minutes, or until the topping is golden brown and the fruit juices 
are oozing and bubbly. Serve warm with vanilla ice cream after lunch or dinner, then 
save the rest to eat for breakfast (ice cream optional for breakfast).

Pro Tip: I find that it’s very easy to play with the peach to blueberry ratio, and 
more often than not adding extra blueberries is the way to go. 

by Niamh Doyle
People Editor

There is a definite hierarchy of authors that composes 
the world of literature. At the bottom there are the Stephe-
nie Meyers and the Suzanne Collins, whose excessive and 
rabid fan-bases make up for their lack of literary content. 

 Next come the waves of fad authors whose 
witty contemporary social commentary elevates them to 
best-seller status, until their doppelgangers replace them 
months later in the next literary trend. 

 Then there are the J.K Rowlings, the Tolkiens, 
and the George R. R. Martins, whose novels have inspired 
millions of individuals across generations by creating 
thrilling plots with opposing forces of good and evil in 
elaborate and expansive fantasy worlds. 

 We musn’t forget about the classics, the Austens 
and the Steinbecks, nor about the Homers or the Sophocles 
who helped shape modern literature. 

 After all these authors who, over the years, 
have influenced masses of eager readers and wowed even 
the most cynical of literary critics, comes Milan Kundra: a 
man among boys. 

This Franco-Czech writer draws from his experiences 
in Czechoslovakia under the rule of the Soviet Union to 
fuel his expansive collection of literary masterpieces, all 
of which were banned by the Communist regime until the 
Soviet Union was overthrown in what is now the Czech 
Republic. Kundera fled Czechoslovakia in fear of being 
persecuted by the Soviet Union for his critique of the 
communist regime and sought refuge in France, where he 
began to publish his novels in French. 

Kundera’s genius has very little to do with his history 
as a dissenter from the Soviet Union, however. Many 
authors have been persecuted for their radical views or 
their ground-breaking publications, so what makes Kundera 

such a god of literature? 
The answer to this question lies in Kundera’s dark, 

complex, and uncannily deep-thinking mind, as well as 
his pronounced way of articulating the acute observations 
he makes about humanity. He cuts to the core of human 
existence in every one of his novels, wrestling with the 
paradoxes and conflicting ideals that exist within every 
individual and every society. Each of his characters rep-
resents a struggle that transcends the basic conflict of good 
versus evil and challenges the very understanding of their 
own moral compasses and personal values.  

The experience of reading a book by Milan Kundera, like 
The Unbearable Lightness of Being or The Book of Laughter 
and Forgetting, is not one to be taken lightly. Every novel 
takes the reader through the process of discerning the 
point of human existence and challenges the notion of 
the self, community, and meaning. Whereas other authors 
change the way a reader looks at a certain topic or theme, 
Kundera has caused me to recalculate the way that I 
evaluate the world.

So keep reading your Stephenie Meyers and your 
Suzanne Collins, reap the minor benefits of indulging on 
these cheap thrills and mind-numbing plots. But when 
you’re ready for a real challenge, a philosophical revelation, 
or a new way of viewing the world, pick up a book by Milan 
Kundera, and you’ll find what you’re looking for.

New Smash Bros comes out
by Violet Wallerstein
Center Editor

Super Smash Bros., a beloved video- 
game series that has been out since the 
N64, is coming out with its newest 
release Oct. 3, a game for 3DS. Super 
Smash Bros. has only been 
available for multiplayer 
consoles before such 
as the Gamecube and 
Wii, but they are now 
opening the market 
to portable playing sys-
tems. The game will include 
all the characters from Super 
Smash Bros. Brawl whom we 
know and love, along with some addi-
tions that include Shulk, Robin, Pac-
Man, Palutena, Mii Fighters, Gren-
inja, Rosalina & Luma, Villager, 
Mega Man, Wii Fit Trainer, 
and others who have yet to 
be released. 

The main differences 
between the 3DS version 
and the WiiU version, besides 
their release dates,  will be the stages and the 
graphics. Other than that, the 3DS and 
WiiU versions will  have the same 
characters and items. 

As well as new char-
acters, there are new 
items. There will be the 
fairy bottle and cucco 
from the  Zelda series. 
The fairy bottle heals 
you 100 points if you 
are already over 100 
percent damage, and 
the cucco will take 
a certain amount of 
damage before attack-
ing the last person to hit 
it. From Mario Bros., the 
super leaf and Bullet Bill are 
coming. The super leaf will turn 
your character into a raccoon while the 
Bullet Bill will turn your character into a  bullet 
bill so you can move and try to hit your opponents 

while the power up lasts. With the addition of the 
Villager from Animal Crossing, the beehive will be 

added to the items list. It will unleash 
bees on your opponent after you 

throw it at them. 
The pokeball item is also 

going to be extremely different 
in this game. Not only are 
there normal pokeballs, but 
also master balls. The more 

powerful pokemon are more 
clearly marked in the master 

balls, so you don’t have 
to worry about getting 
a Goldine with those. 
The pokemon will be 
from the newest gen-

eration, Gen 6, instead 
of the first two.

The last Super Smash 
Bros. game, Super 
Smash Bros. Brawl, 
came out over six 
years ago, and the 

latest version has 
been greatly anticipated by dedicated gamers. The 
exciting transition from the traditional Smash Bros. 

platfrom has many gamers on edge, 
wondering if it will be as good 

as the game they are used 
to. The nonportable system 

has been a cornerstone 
of the game series,and 

many are wondering 
how this will change 
the game is played.  
Some of the footage 
from the game and 
characters that have 
not yet been released 

were leaked on 4chan 
by multiple users at the 

end of July. These leaks 
released the character selec-

tion screen and stage selection 
screen, but they have yet to be 

confirmed or denied by Nintendo. 
Video games fans everywhere should get excited 

for this new and improved Smash Bros. game!

Byun shares hot apps for school
by Hyuntae Byun
World Editor

As school starts again, the annual Instagram 
summer selfie season comes to an end. As you 
set aside your image filters and hashtags, check 
out some of these hot new apps that give your 
smartphone a new purpose in your academic life.

80 Days ($4.99): Though summer is over, 
you can still travel the world in this immersive 
adventure game. The plot of the game is based 
on Jules Verne’s book Around the World in Eighty 
Days and will appeal to frequent travelers and 
English fanatics alike. 

Timeful (free): Having a tough time breaking 
out of your summer sleeping habits? Timeful is 
an intelligent time management utility designed 
to help you develop new habits and get things 
done. Essentially, it combines a to-do list with an 
intelligent calendar.

Hyperlapse (free): Sometimes, the school year 
can feel dull and boring, and it can be difficult 
to measure your progress. Hyperlapse, developed 
by Instagram, helps you document long-term 
events into convenient time lapse videos, so you 
can watch normally slow events unfold in front 
of your eyes. Pro tip for freshmen: try recording 
your biospheres over time, and then use Hyper-
lapse to create a time video to demonstrate the 
months-long development of your biosphere 
within seconds.

Hours ($7.99): As a high school student, it can 
be difficult to balance classes, homework, sports, 
and extracurriculars. Hours is a nifty app that keeps 
track of how you spend your time, allowing you to 
evaluate your timeline.

Lingua.ly (free): As any language teacher will 
agree, the best way to further your understanding 
of a foreign language is to practice. Lingua.ly helps 
you develop your linguistic abilities by teaching 
you foreign words and phrases while surfing the 
web and finding relevant news content. Lingua.ly 
aims to help you catch up on world news while also 
helping you become more fluent.

CitizenMe (free): New classes mean those noto-
rious green syllabi that you have to sign. Similarly, 
we often agree to many potentially unintended 
consequences when we scroll through those long 
“Terms and Conditions” imposed on us by technology 
companies. CitizenMe aggregates the user contracts 
of popular applications, and notifies you of any 
potential red flags. As an added bonus, CitizenMe 
synchronizes with your social media activity, and its 
advanced algorithm analyzes your comments, likes, 
and status updates to develop statistics about you. 
For example, CitizenMe will tell you your political 
views based on your Facebook likes.
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