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Halloween horror films

by Kelsey Fleming
Humor Editor

Innovative and hilarious, Joan Rivers—an iconic comedian, 
actress, human and animal rights activist, best-selling author, and 
television personality—broke down barriers and opened up new 
frontiers for aspiring female comedians. For years, Rivers put a smile 
on our faces with her witty humor, dynamic delivery, and pioneer-
ing attitude. On Thursday, Sept. 4, the world lost Rivers to health 
complications during a routine throat surgery. Despite the sudden 
and tragic loss, Rivers’ legacy lives on.  

Born on June 8, 1933, in Brooklyn, New York, Rivers grew up 
the youngest of two daughters in Larchmont, a suburb of New York 
City. After high school graduation, Rivers attended Barnard College, 
where she pursued her passion for performing arts. With drive and 
determination, Rivers began her acting career in a series of small 
plays before switching to her full-time career as a comedian. For 
seven years, Rivers performed in comedy clubs and coffeehouses in 
Greenwich Village until she had her big break on The Tonight Show 
Starring Johnny Carson.

After her breakthrough performance at The Tonight Show Star-
ring Johnny Carson, Rivers jumpstarted her career with her own 
program called “That Show” with Joan Rivers, also known as The 
Joan Rivers Show. During this time, Rivers continued to make recur-
ring appearances on shows, such as The Ed Sullivan Show and The 
Tonight Show. As she made a splash in the entertainment industry 
and broke down the glass ceiling for women in the comedy world, 
Rivers extended her career into the movie business. In 1968, Rivers 
took part in the film The Swimmer, featuring Burt Lancaster. In 
addition, she began her directing career when she co-wrote a 1973 

by Sean Clark
Culture Editor

If you’re reading this and haven’t found a costume for 
Halloween yet, keep on reading. I’m going to share some last 
minute costumes that you can make for this year’s festivities. 
Don’t worry, you won’t have to deal with the embarrassment 
of dressing up as a cat or a ghost this year.

If you have a cardboard box, paint, and blue or red solo 
cups, you can easily become a lego block this year. Take a large, 
rectangular cardboard box. Paint your cardboard box either red 
or blue. The box should be long enough to go from your neck to 
your waist. Cut two arm holes and a hole for your head. Then, 
super glue six solo cups that match the color of the box onto 
it to resemble a lego. Be careful, this costume will be extremely 
scary to anyone who has ever stepped on a lego. 

If you’re looking for something less sinister than a pain-
ful lego block, you can go as a bunch of grapes to add some 
nutritional value to any Halloween party. If you have a purple 
or green longsleeve shirt and some purple or green balloons, 
this is the perfect costume for you. Blow up some of your 
balloons and attach them to your shirt via safety pin, and 
you’ve got your costume. Cut out a leaf or two from green 
construction paper and stick them on your head for the final 
touch on this costume.

If you’re really late and have no sense of shame, you only 
need a plain white t-shirt and a sharpie for this one. Draw 
on the front of the t-shirt, “Error 404: Costume Not Found.” 
This last-minute costume will at least make your friends laugh 
before they make fun of you for not planning ahead.

You can make a simple Walter White costume by showing 
up to a party in a green dress shirt, underwear, glasses, moc-
casins, and gray socks. 

The nudist on strike costume will surely be a hit at any 

by Ruth Murai
Web Editor-in-Chief

On Halloween you will see plenty of adorable children dressed as everything 
from princesses to various insects. It’s disgusting. I mean, when did we allow Hal-
loween to be taken over by cutesy costumes and candy? The true meaning of All 

Hallows’ Eve runs so much deeper than the superficial 
decorations and the treats. It’s not about fun or joy 
or any of those things Hallmark wants you to believe. 
Halloween is about true, unadulterated terror, and 
I encourage each and every one of you to find this 
within yourself, hopefully using this list of horror 
movies as a guide to fright.

Halloween: Halloween is a classic horror flick 
about a psychotic murderer escaping from a mental 
institution. Released in 1978, this film is sure to make 
anyone new to the horror genre sweat, but it usually 
only gets a jump or two out of more experienced 
viewers. Younger audience members will recognize 
Jamie Lee Curtis from Freaky Friday, or more notably 
the Activia commercials. Halloween is a must-see for 
anyone interested in horror movies, impressive for 
its ability to keep scaring viewers almost forty years 
after its release.

The Conjuring: The Conjuring is a modern take 
on the classic story of a house plagued by paranormal 
activity. Although the story of a haunted house has 
been seen time and time again in the horror genre, it 
has never been done quite like this. Director James 
Wan expertly terrifies his audience to their very core. 
If you have your doubts about the bone-chilling 
scares this film has to offer, consider that before its 
release, the producers of The Conjuring fought for its 
R-rating to be lessened to a more box office friendly 
PG-13, but the MPAA mandated that the film was so 
terrifying that no cuts or edits could possibly change 
their minds.

Sinister: Sinister tells the story of a true-crime 
writer who finds a set of 8mm films that depict incred-
ibly gruesome murders of entire families, suggesting 
that the current case he is researching is only one in a 
series of horrifying massacres. The movie is inspired by 
a nightmare of writer C. Robert Cargill, and honestly, 
after seeing the movie I feel like he should probably 
talk to a professional. Sinister succeeds in keeping 
its audience on edge long after the final credits have 
rolled and is sure to be a hit with even the most jaded 
horror lovers.

Poltergeist: Everyone knows the famous line, 
“they’re heeeeeereee,” but not everyone knows it 
comes from Poltergeist. This 1982 film follows a 
family desperate to find their little girl, who has been 
captured by demons. Although not the most terrify-
ing film on this list, Poltergeist has the distinction 
of being written by Academy-Award winner Steven 
Spielberg. Poltergeist is a classic flick that changed 
the horror genre as a whole, making it a perfect movie 
to see with some viewers newer to the genre. 

Pontypool: This psychological thriller follows a 
radio show host and his producer as they report on a 
virus that spreads quickly through their small Cana-
dian town. Originally conceived as a radio play, Pon-
typool preys on the audience’s anticipation, making 
the viewing experience agonizing without any huge 
amount of gore that usually accompanies horror films.
(Sources: IMBD)
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television movie called The Girl Most Likely To and directed Rabbit 
Test in 1978. 

Despite challenges along the way, such as the cancellation of 
her FOX series entitled The Late Show Starring Joan Rivers and the 
suicide of Edgar Rosenberg, her husband and producer of 22 years, 
Rivers remained committed to her career. By 1983, Rivers had a 
Grammy Award-nominated comedy album, a headline Vegas act, and 
two best-selling books. In 1989, Rivers landed her own syndicated 
daytime talk show, and in 1990, Rivers won an Emmy Award, earn-
ing her a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. As Rivers’s career 
flourished, she went on to co-write and star in the production Sally 
Marr...and Her Escorts, which won her a Tony Award nomination 
for best actress. 

Over the years, Rivers also became an entertainment commenta-
tor on shows, such as the E! series Live from the Red Carpet. In her 
later years, Rivers became a host of Fashion Police and led her own 
reality TV show called Joan & Melissa: Joan Knows Best? In 2010, 
Rivers was the star of her acclaimed documentary, Joan Rivers: A 
Piece of Work. As an accomplished comedian and entertainer, Rivers 
also published books, including I Hate Everyone...Starting With Me, 
in 2012, and Diary of a Mad Diva, in 2014. 

Throughout Rivers’s life, she sought out new ventures, such as 
costume jewelry design, writing, and charity work. Rivers was an 
advocate and supporter for various organizations and charities, 
such as the Human Rights Campaign, the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention, and the Elton John AIDS Foundation. For more 
information concerning these charities, reference the links below.  

On Sept. 7, Rivers’s family held her funeral at Temple Emanu-El in 
Manhattan. At 81 years old, Rivers kept us laughing and smiling with 

her acerbic wit and forthright demeanor. She remarked, “When I die, 
I want my funeral to be a huge showbiz affair with lights, cameras, 
action. I want Craft services, I want paparazzi and I want publicists 
making a scene! I want it to be Hollywood all the way. I don’t want 
some rabbi rambling on; I want Meryl Streep crying, in five differ-
ent accents. I don’t want a eulogy; I want Bobby Vinton to pick up 
my head and sing ‘Mr. Lonely.’ I want to look gorgeous, better dead 
than I do alive. I want to be buried in a Valentino gown and I want 
Harry Winston to make me a toe tag. And I want a wind machine 
so that even in the casket my hair is blowing just like Beyonce’s.” 

As the world continues to mourn Rivers, we can reminisce on all 
the laughs and joy she brought 
to our lives. For some final part-
ing wisdom from the iconic, 
controversial, and beloved Joan 
Rivers: she expressed, “Never 
be afraid to laugh at yourself, 
after all, you could be missing 
out on the joke of the century.” 
(Sources: Biography.com, CNN, 
Huffington Post, Variety)

Human Rights Campaign:
http://www.hrc.org/
American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention:
http://www.afsp.org/
Elton John AIDS Foundation:
http://www.ejaf.org/

ROM: Sullivan’s Fall Pumpkin Spice Latte
by Sarah Sullivan
Web Editor/Graphic Designer

Every year as autumn commences, millions of Starbucks patrons flock to their local coffeehouses to buy the renowned 
Pumpkin Spice Latte. A Starbuck’s classic and most popular seasonal beverage, Pumpkin Spice Lattes have sold over 200 million 
drinks since its 2003 release. priced at about $4 a cup, it grosses around $80 million per year. Now, you can make your latte at 
home for a cheaper and homier take on the popular drink.

Ingredients:
2 cups milk
2 tablespoons canned pumpkin 

(I prefer Trader Joe’s Organic
Pumpkin)

2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
1 cup coffee
1 tablespoon vanilla
whipped cream
pumpkin pie spice
ground nutmeg or cinnamon (optional)

Instructions:
In a small saucepan, combine the milk, canned pumpkin, and sugar. Heat at medium heat until the 

mixture is steaming and smells cooked. Continue stirring so the mixture is thoroughly blended. Stir in the vanilla extract and 
pumpkin pie spice, then remove heat once the mixture is foaming at the edges. Pour and stir the mixture and the coffee into 
two mugs, then top with whipped cream and nutmeg or cinnamon if desired.

Makes 2 servings.

Joan Rivers passes away after many years of comedic greatness
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Halloween party, and all you need is a piece of string, some 
cardboard, and a sharpie. Cut a square out of the cardboard, 
and hole punch the top corners. Attach a string to both of these 
holes to make a necklace. Then, draw the phrase “nudist on 
strike” on the cardboard. Just hang this sign on your clothed 
body and you’re good to go.

If you own a suit, you can easily become a lost uber driver 
or a Blues Brother (this one works better with a friend). For 
the former costume, make a sign that has the uber logo on it, 
and carry around some water bottles. Instantly, you have a 
costume that will strike up some funny conversations. If you 
have a fedora and a pair of glasses, you can become one of 
the Blues Brothers.

With these simple DIY costume ideas, there’s no reason to be 
the laughing stock of this year’s Halloween parties. Go out and 
impress your friends with your last minute costume, especially 
because you only spent fifteen minutes on it.
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