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Heterochromia: having two different colored 
eyes. Often referred to as having “Ghost Eyes” in 
Native American cultures, people with heterochro-
mia are believed to have the capability to see both 
heaven and Earth simultaneously. Though senior 
Leilani Bellamy says her two different colored 
eyes have given her no prophetic powers, she would 
like to say she sees herself continuing her current 
passions for sailing, tango, photography, and New 
Zealand in the future.             

Bellamy sails 14 foot long Club Flying 
Juniors, also known as CFJ’s, in the Santa 
Cruz harbor with the Santa Cruz Yacht 
Club. Their championships every year 
are with the St. Francis Yacht Club 
right by the Golden Gate Bridge. 
Her interest in sailing began two 
years ago and grew from a love 
of the ocean. “When I couldn’t 
do ‘Junior [Life]guards’ anymore, 
I needed to find something else to 
do during the summer,” Bellamy com-
mented. “My dad sails too, so I decided 
to try it.” Bellamy’s job during their races is 
to manipulate the boat with her weight and manage 
the jib, one of the sails, as the “crew.” Her partner, 
LGHS senior Max Testa, is the “skipper” who steers 
the boat. Bellamy’s favorite part of her sport is 
capsizing while trying to roll tack. She 
laughed, “Whenever we start to capsize 
I laugh so hard I can’t right the boat.” 

On Friday nights from 9-11PM Bel-
lamy tango dances in her red and black 
tango shoes at the Tannery Arts Center 
in Santa Cruz with UCSC students. The 
tango community is very welcoming to 
Bellamy; she is the youngest, since she 
started when she was only 16, while most of the 
dancers are ages 20-75. Bellamy loves tango dancing 
because of the connection it requires between the 
dancers. In tango, no words are exchanged when 
asking someone to dance. Dancers are given a 
certain look from across the room, and typically 

To truly understand senior Steven Schunk, I’d recommend 
living with him for over 17 years, since that has gotten us 
pretty close. Since that might not be very easy or convenient, 
I’d say the next best thing is to drive around with him for a 
while in his 1992 Saab. Having recently 
done that, I can say with great certainty 
that my twin brother is at his most raw 
behind the wheel of the car he saved 
every penny he could to buy. Perhaps 
it is because he is the most candid 
then, or maybe it is because he is doing 
something he truly enjoys. Either way, 
his warm and playful personality shines 
through, and the witticisms never end 
as his barely-there filter fades away.

During our drive, Schunk com-
mented on a rather different aspect 
of him on the road, saying “I actually 
have a serious road rage streak in me. 
It really just comes from the fact that 
I’m better at driving than everyone 
else.” Further elaborating on his driving 
prowess, Schunk said, “Speed limits are 
like optional math review. Some people 
need it; I don’t.” 

No doubt his confidence has been 
helped along by that fact that he has 
quickly developed the skills necessary to 
drive a stick shift with great proficiency. 
He needed to if he was going to be able 
to take full advantage of his 22 year-old 
car, which he bought with the money 
he earned working at Sips ‘n’ Sweets 
Too. The car is far from perfect; at one 
point Schunk had his window rolled 
down and said, “Is something burning?” 
before he simply rolled his window up 
and said, “I don’t wanna know.” He 
could not completely rid himself of any 
concern, since he pulled over and exited 
the vehicle, saying as he did, “Hold on, 
I’m gonna go smell the front of my car.”  
Despite all its issues, Schunk insists that 
his car is worth every penny. After all, it 
only broke down once before he reached 
200 miles. 

 Rivaling his passion for his car is his passion for working 
out. Schunk started working out over a year ago, and the 
results have been astounding. People won’t stop telling me 
“your brother has gotten really hot,” and his appearance has 
improved to the point that there exists a nickname for him, 
“Steven Hunk,” for which credit goes to senior Eve Javey. 

Freshman Jake Lefu Chen does not simply walk 
down the halls of LGHS, he struts. Described by his 
friend senior Eve Javey as the “ultimate diva,” 
Chen’s enthusiasm and spunk have led him to thrive 
in various aspects of his life. An experienced dancer, 
actor, and singer, as well as a dedicated student, 
Chen was born to be star.

Chen first became interested in musicals in 
the third grade, when his older sister and LGHS 
alumni Hannah Chen performed in a musical. Her 
experience inspired Jake to audition for the Los 
Gatos Youth Theater rendition of Willy Wonka in 
which he played an Oompa Loompa.  Since then he 
has performed in over fifteen musicals, including 
The Phantom Toll Booth at Fisher Middle School, 
You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown at the Children’s 
Musical Theater, and Xanadu at LGYT. He has proved 
his versatility through a variety of roles, including 
Lumiére in Beauty and the Beast and a greek muse 
and God in Xanadu. Chen loves performing because 
“it is always fun to bond with your cast.” 

Through musical theater, Jake has made many 
upperclassmen friends, including Javey, senior 
Olivia Mannina, and junior Annie Zavodnick. 
Mannina describes being friends with Chen simply 
as “happiness.” His favorite aspect of musical 
theater is dancing, an activity he has pursued 
through weekly dance classes. From jazz to tap to 
ballroom dancing with fellow freshman Charlotta 
Lebendenko, Chen is exploring the realm of dance 
and improving his skills.

Performing in musicals has taught Chen to 
embrace his true self. He said, “If you want to do 
something, just do it, don’t care about who is lurk-
ing on you.” Chen looks up to actor and performer 
Neil Patrick Harris because he admires the way 
Harris is “unafraid to express himself.” Performing 
has also given Chen the confidence required to 
be a part of the LGHS mock trial team, which he 
joined this fall. 

In his free time, Chen enjoys watching TV shows 
like Desperate Housewives and Scandal on Netflix. 
When asked about his choice of entertainment, Chen 

While junior Keith Kulick may be seen strolling happily around the 
school in his preferred Hawaiian shirt and top-siders, there is more to this 
stunningly attractive man than meets the eye. A star varsity water polo player 
and swimmer, an academic wiz, and a carefree, fun-loving guy, Kulick is well 
known and loved across the LGHS campus. 

Between the hours of never-ending water polo practice the time spent 
dedicated to school and homework, Kulick can be spotted partaking in many 
exhilarating hobbies. An adept surfer and an overall water animal, Kulick 
enjoys visiting Santa Cruz and neighboring areas to shred some waves. Kulick 
also enjoys being in a ceramics class this year and has been working hard 
to improve his skill with clay. Kulick has been named one of LGHS’s most 
outstanding student-athletes and works hard to keep his grades up as well 
as stay in shape for water polo. 

While Kulick’s blindingly blonde hair may be shocking to others, it is the 
signature of any devoted swimmer. While Kulick is humble about his achieve-
ments, he is an outstanding student and athlete. Having been a member of 
the varsity swim team since freshman year and varsity water polo team since 
sophomore year, Kulick excels in the pool. He is one of the boys’ water polo 
team’s top scorers this year and is also an adept swimmer. Kulick has been 
playing water polo ever since fifth grade and has experienced amazing success 
in his lengthy career. Besides the school water polo season, Kulick is a member 
of Stanford’s club water polo team in the summer. He competes with his team 
in the junior olympics at the end of every summer.

While it may appear Kulick is overwhelmed with work in and out of school, 
he manages to remain optimistic and maintains a glass-half-full mindset. 
Kulick hopes a wonderful academic and athletic career will earn him a place 
in one of the nation’s top schools. As every great man has an inspiration or 
words to live by, Kulick takes his inspiration from famous latin-pop singer 
Marc Anthony’s famed song Vivir mi Vida (Live my Life). Kulick believes, “Vivir 
mi Vida is not just a song, it’s a lifestyle.”

Senior Efe Torunoglu claims that Schunk has an “ego bigger 
than his arms.” In response to that statement, senior Pam 
Larkin noted that Schunk has “arms bigger than Efe’s,” to 
which senior Aly Dembry added, “but not bigger than Efe’s 
ego.”

Interestingly, Schunk’s clothes have gotten noticeably 
smaller though he himself has gotten 
much bigger. His gains can in part be 
attributed to his aversion to missing 
workouts, something that he claims is 
worse than protein farts. “Protein farts” 
is a phenomenon in which a person 
becomes very gassy from the protein 
he or she ingests following a workout. 
“I suffer the most out of anyone,” said 
Schunk, knowing full well how awful it 
can be for others when he is stricken 
with protein farts. 

Working out has helped him com-
pete in SCVAL’s as a proud member of the 
throwing team for LGHS Track & Field. 
Schunk said, “The throwing team is like 
a box of chocolates. You never know 
what you’re going to get. And I love 
See’s Candies.” Despite all that he has 
accomplished in competition, Schunk 
says there are feats of strength of which 
he is much more proud. Asked what his 
proudest moment in life was, Schunk 
responded, “One time, I back squatted 
more than Tony Moller.”

While he does draw great pride from 
his physical strength, Schunk may draw 
even more from his refined music taste, 
which he describes as “afrocentric.”  
Asked what his favorite musical group 
is, Schunk said, “Definitely Vendetta.” 
As for his favorite Taylor Swift song, 
Schunk particularly enjoys “We are 
Never Getting Back Together,” espe-
cially the line when Taylor groans, “this 
is exhausting.” Regarding that line, he 
said, “I like it because it describes my 
relationships with so many people.” 

People sometimes ask me about my 
brother, as if they expect me to have 
him all figured out, and I can give them 
a concise description that explains him 

perfectly. After 17 years, it seems likely that I would have it 
down, but it’s never that easy. It wasn’t until the end of our 
drive that I figured out what makes him who he is, what sets 
him apart from everyone else, the quality he possesses to the 
extent that no one else I know does.

He’s charmingly blunt.
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partners are required to dance together for three 
songs. “The hardest part about learning to tango 
was keeping my hips still,” Bellamy said. “I used 
to Salsa, which requires moving your hips to the 
music.” 

In addition to her activities outside of school, 
Bellamy has immersed herself in the photography 
program at LGHS. After two years of loving LGHS’ 
Digital Photography course, she created her own 
Photography III independent study class. She loves 
taking portraits, and her most recent project is 
taking senior photos for her friends. Last year at 

the awards ceremony, Bellamy received 
the “ Bert Donlon Award for Excel-

lence in Photography” photography 
award. Her biggest inspirations are 
photographers LGHS alumni Jose 
Trinidad and wedding photogra-
pher Monique Schoenfeld Sady.

After high school, Bellamy 
plans to move to New Zealand to 
work for a year before attending 

college in Wellington. She is one 
half Kiwi and has citizenship in the 

country. Also, according to Bellamy, 
“College in New Zealand is much cheaper, 

and there are no general education requirements.” 
Bellamy dreams of becoming an event planner 
through getting a degree in Business Manage-
ment and Tourism. The main reason she plans 

to spend the next few years of 
her life overseas is “because of 
the people and accents.” Bellamy 
loves to talk about the kind and 
safe atmosphere in New Zealand. 
“You can go hitchhiking, and it is 
completely safe,” she explained. 

Visit Leilani’s photography blog 
to see her work: www.leilaniga-

zelle.wordpress.com.  Bellamy plans on using 
her Kiwi degree to become an event planner, and 
she hopes her photography will be a part of her 
profession as an event planner after she studies in 
one of the top sailing countries in the world. To 
check out her photography, scan the QR code.
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Scan the QR code to see Lelani’s pictures

said “I like drama in my TV shows, but not my life!”
Jake Chen’s exuberance is infectious, and his 

sass impressive. Join him in his chassé towards 
success, and I assure you, you will have fun along 
the way. 
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