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Polo readies to take league by storm Golf is iron-clad
by Brent Gingell
Web Editor

Girls’ golf is about to tee off once again, and this year the team 
is young with no returning seniors. Instead, talented sophomores 
make up most of the squad. Captained by junior Liam Sklar, the 
team will face stiff competition with Palo Alto, Saratoga, and 
Gunn. Despite the strong competition, coach Jim Marino believes 
the seventeen-member team will be competitive and in the top 
half of the league. 

The core of this year’s team is a veritable “Big Three” in captain 
Sklar, Katie Kaminiski, and Nicole Foster, and Coach Marino 
believes they are formidable. Though both of last year’s captains 
graduated, many of the returning members have tournament 
experience. Marino even expects freshmen to make tournament 
appearances this year.

The team’s first match was Sept. 9 against Homestead at La 
Rinconada Country Club, and Los Gatos won 222 strokes to 291. 
They hold a number of their practices at La Rinconada, and it 
is their home course. Most of the team’s practices, however, are 
held at Santa Teresa Golf Club in San Jose. Tournaments in girls’ 
golf are nine holes with six players on each team. The scores are 
calculated by adding the top five scores for each team. The sixth 
player serves as protection in case any of the other players have 
an off day. Coach Marino likes to play a variety of players at the 
sixth spot to get more girls tournament experience, and to see 
who performs well in them. The team will also have tournaments 
at Los Lagos, Deep Cliff, and Santa Clara  golf courses during the 
regular season.

With practice already taking place, the team is already hoard-
ing momentum in their practice rounds. One player, sophomore 
Emily Vindasius, made a hole in one at Santa Teresa’s Short 
Course. With seven tournaments in Sept., the hopes for the team 
are high; with some grit and determination anyone can pull 
through. The younger players are united by their shared learning 
experiences, and the advanced players have pride in their team’s 
continued growth. Everyone should be looking forward to seeing 
their efforts come to fruition.
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TEEING OFF: Sophomore Colby Mathiasson hits a long drive on to the fairway.

by Olivia Pla
People Editor
      As the LGHS boys’ and girls’ water polo teams prepare for the  
upcoming season, so does the competition. With dissapointing 
2013 seasons behind them, both teams are determined to reach a 
new level of success. 

After coming close to a league and CCS title last year, the varsity 
girls’ team is back for revenge. After losing to Gunn and placing 
second at leagues, the girls are getting ready for their game against 
their rival on Sept. 25. The girls also entered CCS as the third seed 
in Division 1 last November, but lost to Leland in their first game. 
With the strong leadership of coach Don Appleton, and senior 
captains Jaina Ponkey and Mackenzie Jackson, the team has 
been working hard during the pre-season and is ready for their 
first game against San Benito on Sept. 5. Aside from the team’s 
unified goal of winning leagues and advancing farther than last 
year in CCS, Ponkey says “I hope that we can all get close enough 
to work together as a team, so that we can win leagues.” Under the leadership of Pete Kleis and Steve Beritzhoff, the JV girls’ team 

hopes to keep its undefeated title from last year. 
Though the boys’ water polo team was not as successful as the girls 

team last year, the team has undergone several changes for the upcom-
ing season. The new coach, Sasha Potulnitsky, has played professional 
water polo for 20 years and was the Olympic team captain for Ukraine 
in 1996. He has ten years of coaching experience under his belt. New 
captains, Sam Lewis and John Parsons, are strong leaders ready to 
help the team improve this year. Lewis states that “last year was dif-
ficult for the whole team and this year we are looking to really grow 
as a team and to come together to win our league.” A video interview 
of Lewis and Parsons can be found on elgatonews.com

Dave Fetters, the new JV boys’ coach will work with the return-
ing coach, Thomas Panchak, to promote a united team that strives 
for success.

Both teams have their work cut out for them, as the season begins, 
for both teams at the end of September. 

by Jonathan Friedland
National Editor

As hockey grows in popularity throughout the US and remains 
extremely popular in Canada, the National Hockey League is dis-
cussing the possibility of expansion. The league plans an expansion 
similar to one during the years of 1998-2000 where the league added 
four teams. Minnesota, Nashville, Atlanta, and Columbus became 
NHL markets. Although the Atlanta Thrashers moved to Winnipeg 
only ten years after their creation due to a poor hockey market 
in Atlanta, the other expansion teams have performed fairly well 
revenue wise.

The NHL hopes they can maintain well-performing expansion 
teams by adding four over the next several years, ultimately having 
more professional teams than the NFL, the MLB, or the NBA. By 
adding teams in Las Vegas, Seattle, Quebec City, and Toronto, the 
league aspires to place the first pro sports team in Sin City and 

balance the eastern and western conferences in strength.
Although the NHL has called expansion to Las Vegas a “done deal” 

by the 2016 or 2017 season, the expansion of hockey to the other three 
markets remains uncertain. Conflicting reports exist about where the 
NHL plans to place the other three teams. The majority of that decision 
relies upon the availability of stadiums and hockey demographics. Las 
Vegas and Quebec City are currently constructing stadiums to accom-
modate an NHL team, but Seattle and Toronto currently do not have 
any available stadiums for pro hockey teams to play in.

However, the NHL is not giving up on expanding to 34 teams as it 
would create more than 1 billion dollars in immediate revenue which 
would be split among the current 30 teams.

Expansion news is a delight to hockey fans everywhere as it would 
increase the popularity of the sport along with generating more money 
for all the NHL teams.
(Sources: USA Today, NHL.com)

NHL is all set to expand in 2017
photos courtesy E. Jackson

ONE ON ONE: Senior Mary Stone takes a shot and puts the Wildcats on the board.

RISE ABOVE: Senior Aly Dembry rises up to shoot the ball past a tenacious defender.

of the game, made long runs for two touchdowns and broke through 
tackles all night. The Mitty defense simply did not have an answer 
for his speed and strength as he kept up his onslaught of rushing 
yardage for all four quarters. 

Contributions to the Wildcats’ win came from many other players 
as well, such as junior Ryan Gault who worked in tandem with Wood 
to make huge gains in yardage on the ground. In an interview with 
Gault before the game, he was asked exactly how much the game 
against Mitty would mean to the team. Gault responded, “Our biggest 
competition this year will be Mitty and this is what we always look 
forward to... We have a countdown from pretty much the end of the 
season to our game against Mitty every year.” When questioned on 

Cole Potter
Web Editor

I. I believe. I believe that the football season is finally here! At long 
last the time for baked potatoes and CCS championships has dawned 
upon us, and this season somehow seems to have more potential than 
last. With star players, stellar coaching, and the indomitable Wildcat 
spirit, our football team is ready to go.

The team has already shown its prowess during their home opener 
against LGHS rival Archbishop Mitty. While Mitty is widely acknowl-
edged as a top-tier team, and did in fact beat LGHS in last year’s 
face-off, they were not even close to prepared for what the Wildcats 
had in store. Fueled by their lovable underdog status, the Wildcats 
easily defeated the Monarchs 21-13 in the first game of the season. 
Running back senior Joey Wood, perhaps the most valuable player 

what motivates the team in games as big as those against Mitty he 
said, “It is our biggest game of the year that everyone gets up for 
and goes crazy at.”

 The crowd certainly was roaring on Friday night, and the Wildcats 
completed their quest to beat Mitty. Although this was an exciting 
win, it seems to be just the beginning of a tough season ahead. 
“Other big competition for us this year will be San Benito, St. Mary’s 
of Stockton, Palo Alto, Wilcox, and Milpitas, to name a few. We hope 
to get by all these teams and go into the playoffs undefeated with 
another shot at the title!” added Gault. If Gault’s predictions for the 
season are correct, the Cats have their work cut out for them. How-
ever, if they can continue to play the same level of football that they 
have shown they are capable of, they may have a chance at being 
CCS champs once again.

LG kicks off the football season with win over Mitty

EAT MY DUST: Wood sprints past a diving defender in this year’s season opener.

LET’S GET PHYSICAL: The team gets ready to bash heads with the Mitty players.
photos courtesy J. Wood

HEADS OR TAILS: The teams and referees gather for the pre-game coin toss

Girls’ volleyball sets up for a successful 2014 season 
Elizabeth Monsef
News Editor

The LGHS girls’ volleyball teams are gearing up for a fantastic fall 
season. After two days of tryouts and several practices, the junior 
varsity and varsity players were selected for their respective teams. 
The girls started practicing five days a week since the start of school 
to prepare for upcoming games.

 The varsity team kicked off the season by playing against Soquel 
High School on Sept. 2 at 7 PM with a CCS Sportsmanship Game at 
home in the large gym. The Wildcats began the game by reading a 
friendship statement and introducing the team members from both 
schools. The girls played well, and won the game in three sets. They 

displayed constant effort, great sportsmanship, and athleticism. 
This win was a wonderful start for varsity and a great opportunity to 
transition into the fall volleyball season.

On Saturday, Sept. 6 the varsity team traveled to Milpitas to play 
a variety of other high schools in the all-day Milpitas Spikefest. They 
went 3-1 with wins over Amador Valley, Menlo, and San Benito and 
a loss to Clovis West 

The JV team played its first game of the entire season on Sept. 
11 in the large gym at LGHS. The girls will play Menlo Atherton High 
School at 5:15 PM. After the junior varsity team plays, varsity will 
play against Menlo Atherton in the large gym at 6:30 PM. 

On Sept. 13, the junior varsity team played in the Milpitas Spikefest 

at Milpitas High School. Tomorrow, on Sept. 16, the Wildcats will 
play Presentation High School at Presentation. JV will start at 5 PM 
and varsity will start at 6:30 PM.

The coaches and players hope to have a successful volleyball 
season this fall. JV coach, Kyra Pelayo said, “this season I hope 
that we can compete well together and finish strong in league”. 

Varsity coach, Joe Ripp, said  “The team is off to a good start 
and the girls have been working hard. Our current record is 4-2. The 
girls’ goals are to win a DeAnza league championship. This league is 
always tough and will be again this year.”

We wish the girls the very best of luck during what promises to 
be a very successful season. Go Wildcats!


