
Sports 19El Gato • Friday, October 10, 2014 • elgatonews.com

Conflict arises over turf usage in Women’s World Cup
by Madeline Hagar
Sports/Student Life Editor

Outfitted in red, white, and blue, the United States women’s 
national soccer team routed the Mexican National Team  by a score 
of 4-0. The teams faced off on Sept. 18 in Rochester, New York, where 
fans watched Amy Rodriguez, Megan Rapinoe, Tobin Heath, and Alex 
Morgan score for the team. Overall, the team demonstrated poise in 
front of the net, high pressure on the forwards from the defenders, 
and relentless attacks on Mexico’s goal. The women hope to carry 
this momentum with them into the upcoming World Cup qualifying 
matches that commence on Oct. 15.

After coming within a couple penalty shots of winning gold four 
years ago in Germany against Japan, the US team is looking to take 
first next summer in Canada. First, the women must survive the 
qualifiers. The players will first face Trinidad and Tobago, Guatemala, 
and Haiti before moving into the knockout round of the qualifiers.

Unlike the previous World Cups, three of the eight teams will join 

Canada in the World Cup. In previous years, only the top two moved 
on. This change enables more teams to participate in the tourna-
ment. Additionally, the fourth place team will play against a South 
American team for a bonus spot in the tournament.

Recently, players learned that it is likely that the games will be 
held on artificial turf instead of the traditional grass. This angered and 
upset nearly 50 women’s soccer players around the world, including 
USA stars Abby Wambach and Alex Morgan.

Players and coaches argue that turf is unpredictable and unforgiv-
ing. Players are expected to dive and slide in order to win the ball. 
By playing on a tough and rough surface, the players must act more 
cautiously due to an increased risk of injury. The ball also bounces 
and rolls differently. Overall, the turf causes much more physical 
wear and tear, as well as changing their attitude towards the game.

Additionally, the female soccer players are preparing to sue the 
Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) and the 
Canadian Soccer Association on charges of gender discrimination. 

Since 1930, every men’s World Cup, including 2014 in Brazil, occurred 
on grass fields. The women refuse to play in more dangerous and 
different conditions than the men. Players are asking the Canadian 
Soccer Association to place grass temporarily over the turf. It is 
unclear if Canada will agree to this, but the women are not backing 
down on their stance. The women’s lawyers gave FIFA a deadline 
to open discussion about the fields or face a lawsuit in a Canadian 
court. No discussions began, so the players will sue FIFA. According 
to Hampton Dellinger, an attorney representing the players, “The 
discriminatory proposal of FIFA and the Canadian Soccer Association 
to stage the 2015 women’s World Cup on artificial turf, coupled with 
their refusal to discuss ways to fix the mistake, have left the players 
with no choice.”

While the women prepare for the summer, fans should hang onto 
their seats. This World Cup may make history, and set a new precedent 
for the structure of future World Cups.
(Sources: FIFA, FOX Sports, ESPN)

LGHS Water Polo teams take control of their leagues
by Olivia Pla
People Editor

Weeks of practice seem to have paid off as the Los Gatos water 
polo season began with victories all around. Both the varsity girls’ 
and boys’ teams powered through the first two weeks of the season 
undefeated. Both JV teams followed suit with an undefeated streak 
for the boys and only one loss for the girls. 

The girls’ varsity team plans to win leagues this year and is well 

on its way. In the first game of the season on Sept. 16, the girls 
had a 13-5 victory over Mountain View. Two days later, the girls had 
another victory over Palo Alto with a final score of 10-5. On Sept. 
23 the team had a close game with Los Altos before pulling through 
in the second half and winning 5-2. The girls team was planning on 
taking on its biggest rival, Gunn, on the 25th, but due to the Jewish 
holiday Rosh Hashanah, both teams decided to reschedule the game 
for Oct. 1. Seasoned varsity member, senior, Kira Barsten, says that 
to prepare for this game the team “focused on learning our new plays 
and working on anticipating the plays that Gunn might run.” After 
a hard-fought battle, the girls lost by a score of 9-4 

The JV girls’ team suffered a loss against Mountain View, but 
won its other two games against Palo Alto and Los Altos. Freshman 
Olivia Briones describes her first year on the team as “a really great 
experience to meet new people and learn how to play water polo 
better.” Though the JV girls did not accomplish their goal of stay-
ing undefeated this year, they hope to beat Mountain View in their 
second game against them on Oct. 9. 

The boys’ varsity team follows alongside the girls’ varsity team 
with three league wins so far. On Sept. 19 the team annihilated Santa 
Clara with a 19-2 win. Later that week on the 21st, the boys had a 
close game with Wilcox before winning 12-11. The boys went on to 
defeat Cupertino 14-1 on Sept. 25 before participating in the Saint 
Francis weekend tournament starting the next day. 

The JV boys’ team is also undefeated in leagues with wins over 
Santa Clara, Wilcox, and Cupertino. Sophomore and JV veteran, Quinn 
Cunniff says that “this year we are a lot more confident in how we 

play because we’ve all gotten to know each other better and learn 
each others’ playing styles.” The JV boys’ team hopes to remain 
undefeated. In the coming weeks, they will be put to the test as they 
play games against Harker, Lynbrook, and Fremont

At home on Oct. 14 catch the girls’ games against Palo Alto and 
the boys’ games against Wilcox. With a strong start to the season 
behind them, all the water polo teams are looking forward to and 
preparing for a strong finish to the league season. 

Football is ready to thrive
by Cole Potter
Web Editor

The non-league season has ended for the Wildcats, and if their play through these first four 
games is at all indicative of what they will achieve in the regular season, it appears to be a promis-
ing season for football. 

The Cats ended their non-league season with a 3-1 record, their only loss coming in a nail biting, 
four quarter tug-of-war, against an extremely strong St Mary’s team. LGHS led much of the game, 
establishing an early advantage on a touchdown pass from quarterback senior Dru Brown to tight 
end senior Dylan Plane within the first few minutes of the game. The team carried their lead into 
the fourth quarter, but were forced to fight back after St. Mary’s stormed ahead midway through 
the fourth. Despite late game heroics from Brown, and an astounding onside kick recovery, the 
Wildcats ultimately committed a turnover on the two yard line and St Mary’s recovered the ball 
with less than a minute remaining, forcing a 32-35 loss upon the Cats. 

This means that LGHS enters the regular season with the second best record in the DeAnza 
Varsity League, sitting only behind the Milpitas Trojans. While the Wildcats seem to be ready for any 
challenge they may face this season, possible injuries may plague the team. Senior Joey Wood has 
been on crutches and unable to participate in practices after a sprained ankle and muscle contusion 
left him on the sidelines for the St Mary’s game. His absence on the field as star running back will 
almost certainly be felt by the team, but fortunately this squad is used to playing through adversity. 

However, the Wildcats face an exceedingly difficult season as the two teams likely to be their 
most formidable opponents, Milpitas and Wilcox, both face the Cats on their respective home fields, 
meaning that the two toughest games of the season will be made even more difficult without 
home-field advantage. 

The Wildcats will have plenty of challenges to overcome this season, and it will take a tremendous 
effort to defend their title as CCS Champions, but if they continue their already outstanding play, 
they will stand a good chance at achieving greatness.
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