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Model UN club goes to conference Hit and Run kills

by Sean Clark

by Sarah Sullivan

On Oct. 17 to 19, the Model United Nations, a student-run
club at LGHS, went to its first conference of the school year at
Stanford University. This was the the club’s fourth conference
and turned out to be an award-winning success.
LG Model United Nations attends conferences hosted by
colleges around California and participates in simulated United
Nations committees. Students debate issues from the standpoint
of their assigned country and eventually write a resolution to
these problems. Resolutions are then presented and voted on.

On Monday morning, Oct. 27, a big rig hit and killed a 15-year-old
boy from Monta Vista High School while he was en route to school.
On Oct. 30, the Fremont Union High School district confirmed that
sophomore Ethan Justin Wong was the victim.
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TAKE YOUR SEATS: Delegates gather in a classroom to discuss the refugee crisis.

The LGHS Model United Nations team participated many different committees such as the United Nations Human Rights
Council. Some students even participated in historical committees where they roleplayed historical figures and solved issues
such as the Meiji Restoration of Japan.
Delegates of Model United Nations have to research and write
a paper in order participate in the conference. Many delegates
take part in Model United Nations to learn about topics that
they would not learn about in a traditional high school history
class. Also, Model United Nations helps students practice skills in
public speaking, debate, and international relations.

DELEGATE POSE: Students posed for a picture at a Stanford University conference.

LAYING DOWN RESPECT: Wong’s mother lays flowers on the sidewalk next to his memorial.

The police department stated that they began receiving 911 calls
around 8:18AM, and paramedics declared Wong dead at the scene.
Wong was reported to have been riding in the bike lane down
McClellan Road when the big rig struck him. The details of the accident remain unclear, but the truck remained unaware of the collision
until witnesses caught up with him half a mile later. McClellan Road
is also not a normal truck route for big rigs and other large commercial vehicles. The road is very narrow, and nearby residents have
expressed their concerns over the safety of high school commuters.

Harvey hops on stage this November
by Madeline Hagar
Sports Editor

An invisible bunny, a mental asylum, doctors, perturbed
family members, and a man named Elwood P. Dowd combine
to create the riveting fall play called Harvey. The show will
grace Prentiss Brown Auditorium’s stage for the first time on
Nov. 13 at 7 PM. Three more performances will follow on Nov.
14 and 15, with an additional matinee on Saturday, Nov. 15
at 1:30 PM. There will only be four performances in total, so
come out and watch this stellar play while you can!
Harvey presents the tale of Elwood P. Dowd, who believes
his best friend is a six foot tall rabbit named Harvey. After
Dowd’s mother passes away, his sister, Veta, moves in with him.
She receives a great shock and surprise upon learning that
she is supposedly living with a giant rabbit. Fearing that an
introduction of Harvey to the world will embarrass her family
greatly, Veta and her daughter Myrtle decide to take action.
Veta attempts to place Elwood in an asylum with the help of
Dr. Chumley, the head doctor, but their plans soon go awry.
The entire play takes place during one day, but contains a
plethora of twists and turns.
Auditions occurred during the last week of August and
rehearsals began in early September. Approximately 50 students
auditioned for the coveted roles. Due to the record number of
people auditioning, Director Tim Neilson created two casts,
the Pooka and Bugs Bunny casts. Ever since, the students have
been putting in several hours of practice.

As time ticks down to the opening show, the actors and actresses
race to finish memorizing lines, blocking scenes, doing their makeup
and fitting their costumes. The Pooka cast performs on the nights of
Nov. 13th and 15th. The Bugs Bunny cast commands the stage on the
night of Nov. 14th and the afternoon of Nov. 15th. Junior Alex Coady,
who plays Dowd in the Bugs Bunny cast, completely delves into his
character and truly brings him
to life on stage. After spending
hours rehearsing and learning
lines and stage cues, Coady has
connected with his character
and strives to “be like Dowd
in real life and embody his
optimistic and kind attitude.”
During rehearsals, Junior
Anna Silva, who plays Myrtle
Mae Simmons in the Pooka
cast, claims she has “thrown
some people off during
rehearsal by laughing too TICKET SALES: Scan the code to buy tickets.
hard, and that you will just
absolutely love [the show].” As the students bring the characters to
life, the Director brings the play to life with a hand-made set and
perfectly placed props. Under the guidance and leadership of Neilson,
the play is sure to strike the hearts of the audience and pull them into
the comical tale of Harvey.
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FLOWERS TO REMEMBER: Both the town and Monta Vista students create Wong a memorial.

Students at Monta Vista High School are currently gathering signatures for a petition that will regulate when large vehicles can drive
on school routes during commuter hours. Their efforts are trying to
prevent another tragedy at Monta Vista and other schools in the area.
The Monta Vista community is still reeling from the unexpected
death of their fellow student. “Everybody has been very supportive
towards one another after the accident, and everyone seemed to be
affected in some way from this, even if they did not know [Wong],”
comments Monta Vista sophomore Lauren Lindsay. The school set up
candles in its rally court to commemorate his death, and students
have expressed their condolences through social media. Some students have changed their profile pictures to a heart with the school
mascot in the center that states “Once a Matador, Always a Matador;
MV Cares.” Flowers, signs, and candles cover the scene of the accident
to honor Wong, and the community held a vigil on Oct. 29.

Los Gatos High School Coronation dance was a success
by Brian Schunk
Sports Editor

Coro 2014 was just like any other high school dance. Except
that it wasn’t.
Students started filing in around 8PM, same as usual. Remarks
of “Oh my God, you look great,” and “I love your dress,” were
being thrown around as easily as likes on Instagram. Girls couldn’t
wait to ditch their high-heeled shoes the moment they could, and
understandably so. Students were dressed in custom formal attire,
and senior Sam Lewis sums up the scene as he entered the dance
by saying, “The freshmen were short, but the dresses were shorter.”
With the lights low, upbeat music playing, and hormones raging at
a couples dance, the stage was set for dirty dancing. Yet, as senior
Jacob Meech notes, “There was less freaking going on than I’d ever
seen before.”
The music was similar to most high school dances, with the DJ
playing a mixture of today’s pop hits and dance classics. In a survey
of 69 students who attended the dance, the average rating issued
for the music was 4.3/10, and ratings ranged from 1 to 8 out of 10.
Senior Ethan Pifer said “I wish they played more Latin pop.” The
music was, more or less, exactly what any veteran of high school
dances would expect to hear.

ONCE UPON A DANCE: This year the theme of the Coronation dance was Fairytale.
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HAPPILY EVER AFTER: For the dance, the large gym had fantasy inspired decorations.

But there were a few songs that no one expected. To the delight of
seniors Steven Schunk and Rachel Salisbury, and many more LGHS
students, the DJ honored their request and played Who Booty by John
Hart ft. IamSu.
Before the dance, senior Keats Iwanaga noted that Yeah by Usher
ft. Lil Jon and Ludacris “is like the perfect song for dances,” yet she
has not heard it at any dances, a remark which was met with much
agreement from her peers. As fate would have it, Yeah was played about
halfway through the dance.
Still some were dissatisfied with the DJ. Ever the ego-maniac, senior
Efe Torunoglu stated, “As a professional DJ, I can safely say that that
DJ had absolutely no idea what he was doing.”
Sure, Anaconda was played twice, and many believe that the beat
laid under Don’t Stop Believing was appalling. Yet the largest dance
circle of the night formed while Rude! by Magic was playing. Instead
of standing around and complaining that the song facilitated neither
slow nor fast dancing, students gathered and watched people show off
their best breakdancing moves. Junior Koji Kasumi even did a backflip,
which was met with loud applause from the crowd.
When it came time for the announcement of Homecoming King and
Queen, the lights came on and everyone who was not royalty moved
to the bleachers, same as usual. The results, however, were anything
but ordinary. Homecoming King was given to senior Nipul Jayasakera.
Jayasakera’s fellow members of the band cheered enthusiastically, and

some even stood up and pumped their fists in celebration. Similarly, when senior Tessa Davis was announced as Homecoming
Queen, the entire crowd cheered and gave her a heartwarming
standing ovation.
When it came time for the two to share a dance, a crowd
formed around them and watched the two engage in the customary waltz. Before long, the other members of the court joined in,
and the rest of the students soon followed.
It was almost too typical, that is, until sophomore Thea
Kolouras decided to make an unprecedented move. While others
were dancing with dates, friends, by themselves, or not at all,
Kolouras decided she would dance with a cardboard cut-out of
a knight. Kolouras explained her decision: “None of my friends
wanted to dance, and I didn’t have a date, so I said ‘screw it,’
grabbed a rose, put it in my mouth, and took the knight to the
middle of the floor.”
Kolouras says she danced with the knight for three or four
songs, only stopping once the knight was forcibly taken away
from her. Throughout the time she spent dancing with the knight,
she questioned herself, thinking “Why am I doing this? Should
I stop? I’m getting a lot of weird looks. I should stop.” Even
though she was receiving oodles of judgement from the crowd,
she kept going, saying that her critics gave her motivation, “I
continued to spite the people giving me weird looks.” Kolouras
reflects on her decision, saying that she had fun and did not
regret her decision, though she admits dancing with decorations
is not for everyone.
By 11PM, the last of the students were leaving the dance floor,
sweaty and tired, but with smiles on their faces. Some headed
home, some to a friend’s house, some to a stranger’s house, and
even some to Chipotle. The next day they all had stories to tell,
and some students blame the dance for the development of previously dormant birthmarks on their necks.
Junior Brad Newton, a recent transfer from Saratoga High
School, reflected on his first LGHS Coronation, remarking about
what perhaps was the only part of the dance that was exactly
like every other before it, saying “It was way better than Saratoga dances.”

