World

El Gato • Thursday, February 12, 2015 • www.elgatonews.com

9

Egypt orders death sentence

Jordanians fight against ISIS

by Kelsey Fleming

by Ruth Murai

News Editor

On Mon., Feb. 2, an Egyptian court confirmed
the death sentences of 183 defendants, whom the
court convicted of murdering 15 police officers and
two civilians during a series of nationwide protests
in Aug. 2013. The murders took place at a police
station in the village of Kerdassah near Cairo in
the wake of President Mohammet Morsi’s ousting.
Officials believe that the attackers were Morsi loyalists who wanted to combat the government and
its efforts to overpower the Muslim Brotherhood.
In response to the mass death sentences, the
international community has called into question
Egypt’s judicial system and its increasingly harsh
sentences. Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui of Amnesty
International claimed, “Today’s death sentences
are yet another example of the bias of the Egyptian
criminal justice system. These verdicts and sentences must be quashed and all of those convicted

FRATERNITY: The Muslim Brotherhood is a Sunni Islamist group.

should be given a trial that meets international
standards of fairness and excludes the death penalty.” Sahraoui elaborated, “Issuing mass death
sentences whenever the case involves the killing
of police officers now appears to be near-routine
policy, regardless of facts and with no attempt to
establish individual responsibility.”
Judge Mohammed Nagi Shehata, who convicted
the defendants, has caught the international
community’s attention for his extreme sentences
against government critics. Other judges have also
issued mass death sentences against Brotherhood
supporters in recent months. For example, there
was a death sentence against 1000 members of the
Brotherhood this past year, which human rights
groups across the globe vehemently opposed. The
Muslim Brotherhood, a religious and political group
based on Islamic beliefs, advocates for secularism in the region. President Morsi, who was the
nation’s first democratically-elected president, was
a member of the Muslim Brotherhood.
Amnesty International stated, “So far, 415
people have been sentenced to death in four trials
for the killing of police officers, while the case
against former President Hosni Mubarak, involving
the killing of hundreds of protesters during the
uprising, has been dropped. To date no security
officers have been held to account for the killing
of 1,000 protesters in August 2013.” In the coming
months, many hope that the volatile region will
grant protesters their rights to fair and speedy trials
and eliminate the hypocrisy and bias influencing
the nation’s judicial rulings.
(Sources: CNN, New York Daily News, The Wall
Street Journal)

Web Editor-in-Chief

Since the Islamic State (IS or ISIS) released a
video of Jordanian Lt Moaz Youssef al-Kasasbeh
being burned alive on Feb. 3, Jordanian Air Force
chief Gen Mansour al-Jbour has declared, “We are
determined to wipe [ISIS] off from the face of the
Earth.” In three days, Jordan has carried out 56
air strikes on ISIS logistics sites and hideouts.
According to Jordanian reports, the result of
these airstrikes has been a 20 percent loss in ISIS
military power.

DESTRUCTION FROM ABOVE: The Jordanian Air Force bombs ISIS.

These intense attacks on ISIS came as a direct
result of Lt Kasasbeh’s brutal murder. Kasasbeh

was captured Dec. 24, 2013 after his plane crashed
in ISIS territory. He died after he was caged and
burned. Although the video of his execution was
only released Feb., 3, it is believed to have been
filmed a week earlier.
Jordanian air strikes may have had unintended
consequences as ISIS claims that US hostage Kayla
Mueller was killed by Jordanian bombs. Kayla
Mueller was captured in Syria in April 2013 while
serving as an aid worker for Doctors Without Borders. Claims of her death have yet to be verified,
but retired US Marine general John Allen told
ABC that ISIS’s recent brutality has, “galvanized
the coalition, unified the coalition.” Jordanian
spokesperson Mohammed al-Momani commented,
“How could they identify a Jordanian warplane in
the sky? What was the American lady doing in a
weapons warehouse? As a first reaction, we think
it’s illogical and we are highly sceptical about it.”
The United Arab Emirates have supported the
Jordanian response to recent ISIS events, and on
Feb. 8, a squadron of F16 jet fighters arrived in
Jordan to assist in taking down ISIS. The US has
been on the brink of taking a serious role in the
battle against ISIS for many months. US involvement has been more akin to what TIME calls a
“Goldilocks’ strategy”—not too hot, not too cold.
So far President Obama has ordered air strikes but
refrained from expanding the US’s role, which has
frustrated the Democrat and Republican parties.
Air strikes from Jordan are likely to continue
through the next few weeks, although US involvement still remains questionable in this latest
chapter in the fight against ISIS.
(Sources: BBC, TIME, Reuters, NPR, Independent)

Argentinian lawyer dies hours before scheduled testimony
by Hyuntae Byun
World Editor

Hours before he was due to deliver a politically charged testimony in front of policymakers, Argentine state prosecutor Alberto
Nisman was discovered dead in his apartment. The cause of death
was determined to be a gunshot wound to his head, and the gun was
a .22 caliber pistol that he had borrowed from his assistant the day
before. Following the death, various theories for the cause of death
have been proposed, ranging from suicide to murder by politicallylinked organizations.
Four days before his death, Nisman released a 289-page report
accusing Argentina’s president Cristina Fernández de Kirchner and
Foreign Minister Héctor Timerman of protecting and shielding terrorists involved in the 1994 bombing of the Jewish Argentine Israelite

LA PRESIDENTA: Alberto Nisman accused President Kirchner of protecting terrorists.

Mutual Association (AMIA) community center, which resulted in 85
deaths and hundreds of injuries.
Nisman spent ten years investigating the attack and concluded
that the Iranian government and agents of Lebanon’s Hezbollah
militant group had conducted the bombing. In his report, Nisman
cited wiretapped conversations to claim that Kirchner and Timmerman had covertly met with Iranian officials in 2013 to broker a deal
in which Kirchner agreed to give up the hunt for the terrorists in
exchange for Iranian oil.
Though Kirchner’s administration dismissed the report as baseless, opposition party congressmen called on Nisman to testify before
Congress, but Nisman died the midnight before the morning of his
testimony. Immediately following news of his death, protestors took
to the streets of Argentina’s capital Buenos Aires holding signs that
read “yo soy Nisman” (I am Nisman), in a movement reminiscent of
the recent one in France, in which citizens held up signs reading “je
suis Charlie” (I am Charlie). Many accused the government of being
responsible for the death.
In response, Kirchner and other senior officials have begun releasing statements claiming that Nisman’s report was incorrect. Kirchner
places the blame on former intelligence official Antonio Stiusso, who
was ousted from his office in December. Kirchner claims that Stiusso
fed misleading information to Nisman, and that therefore Nisman’s
report is invalid. Additionally, Kirchner asserted four days after the
death that Nisman’s death was part of an effort to destabilize her
government.
The cause of Nisman’s death remains a mystery. He was discovered

Iceland plans pagan temple
by Elizabeth Monsef
News Editor

In the summer of 2016, Iceland’s paganists plan
to build the first temple in 1,000 years for the worship of Norse gods. The temple would be the first
in many years to be placed in the capital Reykjavik
with a shrine to the ancient gods Thor, Odin, and
Frigg. The location of the temple was donated
to the Asatru Association by the Reykjavik City
Council, but the Asatru Association needs to raise
an estimated $975,000 to fund the construction of
the actual building.
The Asatru Association has a total population of
24,000 members, a significant portion of Iceland’s
approximate 326,000 people. The association is
devoted to bringing back the worship of Nordic
gods through the practice of Norse paganism. The
religion was more popular during the Viking Age,
but The Asatru Association looks to increase its
modern day significance.
The building is supposedly going to begin
breaking ground in March of 2015. The temple
will be held up to several Pagan standards and will
include many significant underlying messages in
the architecture. For example, according to BBC
News, “Architect Magnus Jensson has incorporated
the mathematical ‘golden ratio’ in his design, as
well as the numbers nine and 432,000 - which are
sacred to the Asatru rite and other pagan religions.”

The temple will be able to hold about 250 people
and can be used to celebrate weddings, to host
funerals, and to accommodate naming ceremonies.
The temple is symbolic of Iceland’s cultural
roots, and many support its construction. Although
several other religions have been introduced to the
population, the popularity of worshiping Norse
Gods once again is growing. According to NBC
News, “Membership in Asatruarfelagid has tripled
in Iceland in the last decade to 2,400 members last
year, out of a total population of 330,000, data
from Statistics Iceland showed.”
(Sources: NBC News, BBC News, Wikipedia)

AN ANCIENT RELIGION: The shrine will be built for the Norse gods.

next to a gun and a shell casing, which would indicate suicide.
However, a forensic test found that there was no gunpowder residue on his hands. The presence of gunpowder would be a telltale
sign of suicide. To make matters more complicated, DNA tests
found only Nisman’s DNA on both the gun and Nisman’s clothing.
Though President Kirchner initially posted on Facebook that
Nisman’s death was a suicide, she later changed her mind saying
that Nisman’s death was in fact a murder orchestrated by political
rivals in an attempt to damage her reputation and destabilize her
government. Though Kirchner was in China at the time of the
death, she appeared on national television a week after the death
asking for a dissolution of Argentina’s national intelligence agency
and also said that prosecutors, judges, anonymous informants, and
journalists were organizations seeking to destroy her.
(Sources: NY Times, New Yorker, CNN)

SEEKING JUSTICE: Protesters in Buenos Aires used the slogan, “Yo soy Nisman.”

Bomb ravages Shiite mosque
by Lark Breen
World Editor

On Jan. 30, a group affiliated with ISIS bombed
a Shiite mosque in Pakistan during a weekly Friday
prayer. The blast, which left 56 people of various
ages dead and more injured, may have been the
result of a suicide bombing, but officials believe
that the bomb could have been left inside the
building to detonate.
This bombing occurred in the imambargah, or
worship hall, of a mosque in Shikarpur, in southern
Pakistan. At the time of the detonation, about
400 people were worshipping in the mosque. The
explosion was felt for miles, and a part of the
building collapsed. A horrific scene of hundreds
of survivors and witnesses pulling the dead and
wounded from under the collapsed roof followed
the explosion. Among the dead and wounded were
several young children.
The militant Sunni group Jundullah, which is
linked to Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan and al-Qaeda,
took responsibility for the bombing. Last November, the group announced its allegiance to ISIS. A
spokesperson for Jundullah, Fahad Marwat, reportedly said that the group carried out the attack
because the Shias “are our enemies.”
Jundullah is a fairly secretive group, and very
little is known about it. One thing that is known
is that Jundallah is behind many attacks, including

a suicide bombing that killed about 80 Christians
in a church in Peshawar in 2013.
Sectarian violence in Pakistan has increased
greatly over the past couple years. For the most
part, Shia and Sunni groups target each other.
Jundallah also killed 18 Shia Muslims who they
pulled out of a bus in the region of Kohistan.
The bombing in Shikarpur is one of the deadliest
attacks in years. In reaction to the bombing, a Shia
organization called Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen has
demanded a strike in retaliation.
(Sources: The Guardian, BBC, NPR)
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PLACE OF WORSHIP: The bomb exploded in an imbargah, like above

