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World renowned Manresa restaurant opens local bakery

Students protest
by Madeline Hagar
Sports Editor

Starting on March 2, approximately 150 UC Santa Cruz stu-
dents protested against UC tuition hikes, racism, and nation-
wide police violence. The demonstration lasted four days,  
closed UCSC, and disrupted the neighboring communities.

 In November, the UC Board of Regents voted to enact a plan that 
will increase tuition by as much as 5% over the next five years. This 
outraged students and sparked the protest. However, no action regard-
ing tuition will be taken until fall, for negotiations are still taking 
place. Nevertheless, the students took action, blocking Highway 1, 
Highway 17, and the school’s entrances. 

On March 3, they shut down Highway 1 near Highway 17 for sev-
eral hours. Six students, linked by chains, steel pipe, and concrete, 
blocked traffic lanes for 5 hours. The police used jackhammers to 
break the concrete barrier apart. The six students were Lori Nixon, 
Ethan Pezzolo, Janine Caceres, Sasha Petterson, Alexander Pearce, 
and Sophia DiMatteo. 

The protesters were eventually arrested on suspicion of creating 
a public nuisance, failure to follow an officer’s directions, and trying 
to stop an officer from doing his job. California Highway Patrol offi-
cer Brad Sadek claimed, “The disruption was pretty massive,” which 
meant “all those people [were] running late for work or school or any 
number of things.”

On campus at UCSC, students’ opinions varied on the protest. Some 
supported it while others felt embarrassed by it. While protesters 
formed a blockade on the highways, students on campus closed off all 
the entrances to the school on March 5. The protesters made it impos-
sible for people to get onto campus, let alone go to class. They did let 
some people in, but only after the group voted on whether or not that 
specific car could pass. The protest forced UCSC to cancel classes and 
issue warnings to students about coming to campus. 

Chancellor George Blumenthal and Campus Provost/Executive 
Chancellor Alison Galloway rebuked the protest. They claimed to “fully 
respect the free-speech rights of students, faculty and staff to engage 
in lawful protest,” but added that they “cannot support actions that 
infringe on the rights and movement of others.”

Students, however, think there is more to their cause than simply 
tuition. Susana Orozco, a UCSC junior, believes she will amass $40,000 
in student loans by the time she graduates. According to the protest-
ers, this huge debt results from California prioritizing incarceration 
over education, for the state shifted tax revenue away from education 
and towards jail construction. Moreover, the demonstrations around 
the nation against racism and state violence inspired the students to 
protest for change. Thus, the students stood up for their beliefs in this 
96-hour protest, spanning four days.
(Sources: ucsc.edu, Santa Cruz Sentinel, KSBW)

by Jessica Blough
Culture Editor

On March 5 through 8, R. J. Fisher Middle School put on their 
annual spring musical. This year, the musical was The Wiz, a jazzy 
and soulful take on the classic The Wizard of Oz. The show was 
directed by Heather Stokes, who also directed last year’s perfor-
mance, Beauty and the Beast, and directs the LGYT Encore Produc-
tions. Lauren Bevilacqua was the vocal director, and Jen Copaken 
and Wendy Meyer choreographed the show.

Like its inspiration, The Wiz tells the story of Dorothy, a shy 
young woman who gets caught in a storm that takes her out of 
her hometown and kills the Wicked Witch of the East. Following 
the Good Witch’s advice, she follows the yellow brick road to find 
the Wizard of Oz and makes a few unlikely friends on the way. 
However, The Wiz has many modern aspects to it that are absent 
in The Wizard of Oz, such as how Dorothy lives in New York City 
instead of Kansas. The musical numbers, including Ease On Down 
The Road and I Was Born On The Day Before Yesterday, are full of 
jazzy flare and complex choreography.

by Kate Hinsche
Opinion Editor

Back in the summer of 2014 a sign 
was posted on the door of 33 East Main 
Street asking the town to petition in 
favor of making the location a restaurant 
space. A few months later, Yogurt in Love 
opened its doors. 

What much of the town has not 
noticed, however, is that just over a 
month ago, the shop broke its contract 
with the franchise and became Yogurt and 
Love Los Gatos. With this break, mother-
son duo Patty and Shawn Lucca added to 
the ranks another strong, family-run Los 
Gatos business. 

The story of this small-town yogurt 
shop is one of struggle, triumph, and 
new beginnings. On May 14, 2011, Patty 
Lucca’s husband of 40 years passed away. 
Patty said, “After my husband passed, I 
was lost. I didn’t want to leave the house.” 
Shawn, one of Patty’s three sons, proposed 
that she open a business with the money 
her husband left her. The two did some 
research and decided that buying into a 
franchise would provide the support they 
needed in opening a business for the first 
time. They approached the Yogurt in Love 
franchise, signed a contract, and were 
soon serving yogurt to the masses.

Yogurt in Love, an East Coast-based 
franchise that has locations throughout 
the US, and even as far away as Nigeria, 

Fisher Middle School takes the stage

began to fall short on their end of the 
deal a mere two months into the contract. 
Shawn said, “the lack of support that was 
agreed to in our franchise agreement was 
the main reason [for our leaving].” With 
yogurt machines failing and registers 
refusing to operate, the Luccas were 
stressed and frustrated with the Yogurt 
in Love franchise. 

Ultimately Patty and Shawn decided 
enough was enough. When the franchise 
failed to fulfill its duty, the Luccas went on 
doing what they do best: yogurt and love.

Above all, Patty and Shawn emphasize 
quality and service in their business. 
Despite its struggles, Yogurt and Love Los 
Gatos continues to serve only the best 
yogurt and work with local vendors to pro-
vide the very best toppings for customers.

Patty in particular likes to focus on 
the respect and love customers receive at 
Yogurt and Love Los Gatos. As one of nine 
children raised in a military family, Patty 
Lucca grew up living in 40 of the 50 states, 
as well as Italy, France, and Germany. She 
believes that her experiences taught her 
the importance of and how to respect 
people from all different cultures. Patty 
mentioned how impressed she is with the 
respect and politeness shown by the LGHS 
students working for her, and wants it to 
be known that Yogurt and Love Los Gatos 
is looking to hire students for the spring 
and summer.

The Fisher play starred eighth grader Sophia Constantino in the 
Courage Cast and seventh grader Annika Paylor in the Heart Cast. The 
Scarecrow, Tin Man, and Lion were played by Samantha Gundotra, 
Harrison Kerst, and Esperanza Rozas in the Courage Cast. In the 
Heart Cast, Gigi Ward played the Scarecrow, Kyle Pinkham played the 
Tin Man, and Liam McHugh played the Lion. The Wiz was played by 
Katarina Kelly in the Courage Cast and Cole Smith in the Heart Cast.

The students have been busy with rehearsal since early December. 
Each cast member committed hours of practice to this show, and the 
pieces finally fell into place at their phenomenal performances, which 
drew huge crowds of all ages. “I miss this show a ton, and I’m so sad 
it’s over. I’m so glad to be able to share this experience with won-
derful people,” stated seventh grader Elizabeth Duvall, who played 
Tornado and Ozian in the Courage Cast. After their final performance 
on March 8, the performers had one last hurrah at the cast party. 

The production company put on a fantastic and unforgettable 
show. Congratulations to all the students involved. Watch out for 
the new talent these students will bring to the high school in the 
coming years!THE GOOD WITCH: Eighth grader Devon Ottinger sings as “Glinda” in Fisher’s “The Wiz.”
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by Liat Rubin
Editor-in-Chief

Los Gatos is now home to not one, 
but two critically acclaimed establish-
mentsfrom world-renowned chef David 
Kinch. On Feb. 21, Kinch opened Man-
resa Bread, a retail affiliate connected 
to his two Michelin Star Los Gatos res-
taurant, Manresa. With a wide variety 
of breads and pastries, as well as freshly 
brewed Verve coffee, Manresa Bread is 
quickly becoming a local favorite. 

The Manresa restaurant has always 
received attention for its breads, but it was not until Avery Ruzika 
was hired as head baker that the restaurant received requests from 
customers inquiring to bring breads home with them. In 2013, this 
new popularity inspired the Manresa management to expand its 
output to a stand at the Campbell farmer’s market, at which “The 
Manresa Bread Project” quickly became one of the busiest stands, 
selling out within hours. The Bread project expanded to the Palo 
Alto and Los Gatos Farmer’s Markets, then management decided to 
open the Village Lane retail location six months ago. 

A welcoming staff and gorgeous assortment of bread invites 
customers into the shop, and a line typically circles the small inte-
rior. COO Andrew Burnham commented that Manresa is sure to hire 
workers who follow the restaurant’s general philosophy: “The way 

you do anything is the way you do everything.” This resonates in 
the staff’s close attention to detail when doing even the most trivial 
tasks, demonstrating their passion for baking and commitment to 
an optimal product. Burnham elaborated by saying, “We make sure 
that every choice we make throughout the day, no matter how 
small, is the right choice and is done for a reason.”

This dedication to excellent service and products has led to 
Manresa Bread’s fast-growing popularity. Open just Wednesday-
Sunday from 7AM-3PM, Manresa often sells out of its breads before 
closing time. Its most popular bread is the Levain, a 60 percent red 

fife whole wheat and 40 percent hard winter white wheat naturally 
fermented sourdough. The monkey bread, which is its most popular 
pastry, is a favorite for all ages.

According to Burnham, a lot of this popularity stems from 
Manresa bread’s location in Los Gatos. He comments that Los Gatos 
has more well-educated diners, “People who appreciate the differ-
ence between what [Manresa] does and what those who run a more 
industrialized operation might do.”

A definite crowd pleaser, Manresa Bread is a fabulous new addi-
tion to the Los Gatos bakery scene.

LOCALLY OWNED: Now, the family yogurt shop is franchise free.

SCAN HERE: See more 
photos of the new 

bakery online.

SWEET TREAT: Yogurt and Love offers a sweet, cool treat in LG.

THE WIZ KID: Katarina Kelly played the mysterious Wizard of Oz in the production.

RESISTANT BANANA SLUGS: About 150 UC Santa Cruz students protested on March 2, 2015.

M. Fowler

GO BANANAS: Manresa Bakery’s popular Monkey Bread for sale at their all new bakery.

BREAD FOR SALE: Manresa Bakery’s selection of bread for sale in downtown Los Gatos.
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Mother and son find Yogurt & Love


