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by Lark Breen
World Editor

On May 9, two police officers were shot in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Officer 
Benjamin Deen stopped a speeding car containing Marvin Banks, his girlfriend 
Joanie Calloway, and friend Cornelius Clark. Officer Liquori Tate arrived as 
backup, and the officers asked the group to exit the car in order to search the 
vehicle. At this point, Banks drew a gun and shot Deen in the head and Tate in 
the lower back. The bulletproof vests that both officers were wearing did not 
protect them, and both officers died.

Banks, a 29-year-old, had already been arrested before the traffic stop for 
possession of a stolen firearm. He was also facing drug charges, and is known to 
have used “spice,” or synthetic marijuana, as well as various other drugs regularly. 
Though there has not been an official verdict on Banks’ motive, officers have 
said that he was attempting to avoid going back to jail. Banks is now charged 
with two counts of capital murder, as well as lesser charges including being a 
felon with a firearm and grand theft due to the fact that he used a stolen police 
vehicle to flee the site of the murder.

Additionally, Calloway is charged with being an accessory after the fact, Clark 
is charged with obstruction of justice, and Banks’ brother, Curtis, is charged with 
drug possession and being an accessory because he drove Banks and the others 
to the motel where they were arrested. Also, Douglas D. McPhail, Anquanette L. 
Alexander, and Abram W. “Pete” Franklin have been  charged with obstruction 
of justice due to their attempts to help the others involved with the murder.

The firearm used was found in a ditch by workers cutting grass on the side 
of the highway. Ballistic tests have confirmed the pistol as the murder weapon.

More than 1000 people attended a memorial that was held for the officers 
in the Hattiesburg convention center on May 11. 
(Sources: Fox News, New York Daily News)

Officers shot on duty

Shell will drill in AK
by Kelsey Fleming
News Editor

On May 11, the Obama administration granted Shell conditional approval to 
begin drilling oil off the Alaskan coast this summer. As the petroleum industry 
celebrates this victory, environmentalists ponder the potential consequences 
and impacts. 

For numerous years, Shell has fought to drill in the waters of the Chukchi 
Sea—an area scientists believe holds up to 15 billion barrels of oil. As a whole, 
this region is a dangerous and difficult place to drill. With few roads, nearby 
cities, or available Coast Guard assistance, this area poses a multitude of risks 
for workers and the environment. 

People are split on whether drilling off the Alaskan coast is a beneficial 
step for the US. Director of the Interior Department’s Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management Abigail Ross Hopper stated, “We have taken a thoughtful approach 
to carefully considering potential exploration in the Chukchi Sea.” However, 
many environmentalists warn that there is a large number of risks and that 
drilling may dramatically impact the surrounding environment. Susan Murray, 
a vice president of the environmental group Oceana, expressed, “Once again, 
our government has rushed to approve risky and ill-conceived exploration in 
one of the most remote and important places on Earth. Shell has not shown 
that it is prepared to operate responsibly in the Arctic Ocean, and neither the 
company nor our government has been willing to fully and fairly evaluate the 
risks of Shell’s proposal.”

On Sun., May 17, a group of activists held Paddle in Seattle in order to 
protest Shell and its efforts to drill in the Arctic. During the protest, kayaks, 
canoes, sailboats, and paddle boats congregated near the Polar Pioneer drilling 
rig. Alli Harvey, an Alaska representative for the Sierra Club’s Our Wild America 
campaign, said, “This weekend [was] another opportunity for the people to 
demand that their voices be heard.”

In the coming weeks and months, environmentalists will continue to advocate 
change, while petroleum superpowers will continue to demand more and more 
drilling opportunities. Only time will tell if both sides of this controversy can 
find common ground. 
(Sources: BBC News, New York Times)

Death sparks riots in Baltimore
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
National Editor

On the morning of  April 12, 25-year-old Freddie Gray was 
arrested in Baltimore and, after sustaining injuries while in 
police custody and falling into a coma, died on April 19. Fol-
lowing Gray’s death, the streets of Baltimore erupted in riots.

Gray was arrested by Baltimore police for possessing 
what was thought to be an illegal switchblade. While being 
transported by the police, Gray fell into a coma due to severe 
injuries to his spinal cord. The police van Gray was in made 
several stops before he was finally transported to a nearby 
hospital. While the officers claim Gray was locked in the back 
of the van by himself for the whole ride, several witness say 
they saw the officers take Gray out of the van.

Gray was eventually transported to the University of 
Maryland R. Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center, where he 
fell into a coma and later died. His death was attributed to 
his spinal cord injuries. The Grays’ attorney, Billy Murphy, 
said, “What we know is that… his spine was virtually sev-
ered, 80 percent severed in the neck area, and he died of 
those injuries.”

Initially, the causes of these injuries were unclear. The 
officers transporting him claimed he was locked in the back 
of the police van and sustained the injuries alone. The inju-

ries were so severe, however, that many found the officers’ 
stories hard to believe. Gray’s death was ruled a homicide, 
and all six officers were charged. Three officers face man-
slaughter charges. All of the officers were released from jail 
after posting bail. 

Once the public learned of Gray’s death, protests ensued, 
some of which were violent. The most violent riots occurred 
on the day of Gray’s funeral, Tues., April 27. The day ended 
with Governor Larry Hogan activating the National Guard 
and issuing a curfew for all Baltimore residents. Following 
the funeral, rioters threw chunks of concrete and rocks at 
officers and a local CVS was looted and cars were set on fire. 
A fire was also set in east Baltimore, and Mayor Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake said it was still uncertain whether the fire 
was related to the riots.

Due to the scale of the riots, the Baltimore Orioles decided 
to postpone the first two games of their three-game series 
against the Chicago White Sox. The teams played the third 
game on April 28; however, they did so without fans. MLB 
released a statement before the closed-door game saying, 
“After conferring with local officials, it was determined that 
Wednesday afternoon’s game should be played without fan 
admittance in order to minimize safety concerns.”
(Sources: Time, Baltimore Sun, New York Times, Huffington 
Post, The Guardian, CNN)

KEEPING THE PEACE: Gov. Hogan meets with members of the National Guard.

TAKING A STAND: A protestor holds a sign on the streets of Baltimore.

Former CIA agent prosecuted
by Madeline Hagar
Sports Editor

On  May 11, a former Central Intelligence Agency agent, 
Jeffrey A. Sterling, was sentenced to three and a half years 
in prison. He was charged with espionage after leaking 
secret information regarding a plan to inhibit Iran’s nuclear 
program to a journalist from The New York Times, James 
Risen. Risen then published the information in his 2006 
book called State of War.

Sterling’s case focused on a secret operation in 
which a former Russian scientist gave Iran 
flawed nuclear component plans. 
When Sterling provided Risen with 
the information, he put the sci-
entist’s life at risk and com-
promised a very sensitive 
CIA operation. Therefore, 
the prosecutors called 
for a “severe” sentence, 
believing his act “was 
borne not of patriotism 
but of pure spite.” The 
Justice Department 
also favored a harsh 
sentence, arguing that 
Sterling acted because 
he felt discriminated 
against for being black. 

On the other hand, 
US District Judge Leonie M. 
Brinkema felt Sterling’s greatest 
crime was the endangerment of the 
Russian scientist. She wanted to send a 
message stating, “If you do knowingly reveal these 
secrets, there’s going to be a price paid.” Since Sterling 
effectively revealed the man’s identity, Brinkema believed 
Sterling deserved a harsher punishment than others who 
had committed a similar crime. U.S. Attorney General 
James Trump concurred with Judge Brinkema. Sterling’s 
actions effectively ended a very important operation, and 
endangered the life of a foreign scientist who was secretly 
working with the United States. Therefore, Trump described 
Sterling’s behavior as “unconscionable.”

One of Sterling’s defense attorneys, Edward B. MacMahon 
Jr., tried to sway the judge and jury with a story of how Ster-
ling had changed since he had leaked the information years 
ago. MacMahon argued, “He’s not that person anymore,” and 
asked for a sentence similar to others who revealed classified 
information. Sterling’s lawyers used cases of former CIA officer 
John Kiriakou, former State Department arms expert Stephen 
Jin-Woo Kim, and General David H. Petraeus as examples.

Kiriakou only served 30 months in prison after revealing 
the identity of another officer. After leaking 

classified intelligence to a reporter from 
Fox News, Kim served 13 months in 

prison. Moreover, Petraeus remains 
almost untouched by his actions. 

He maintains his status as an 
adviser to the Obama admin-
istration despite provid-
ing Paula Broadwell, his 
biographer and lover, with 
notebooks containing 
classified information. 
These notes included 
details on meetings,     
war strategies, intelli-
gence capabilities, and 
the identities of several 
officers.

 On the other hand, Ster-
ling faced the possibility of a 

20-year-long sentence according 
to federal sentencing guidelines. 

Although Judge Brinkema considered 
that too long of a sentence, she still felt 

that he deserved a harsher punishment than 
Kiriakou, Kim, or Petraeus because, unlike him, they pleaded 
guilty. Ultimately, the prosecutors proved that the cases were 
not comparable. After several years of litigation, Sterling’s 
case is finally closed. Former Attorney General Eric Holder 
agrees with the outcome saying, “[The verdict] is a just and 
appropriate outcome.” For the moment he will remain out on 
bond, for the officials still need to determine where he will 
serve his sentence. 
(Sources: Washington Post, CNN, New York Times)

ROUGH WATERS: Shell’s decision to place an oil rig off the Alaskan coast has been met with protest.
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