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Candidates start to announce campaigns for 2016 election

Student raped in broad daylight during Spring Break 

Teachers receive sentences
by Antonia Salisbury
Opinion Editor

The Atlanta school board faces what is sadly now 
their largest scandal to date with the prosecution 
and sentencing of eight educators this April. Three 
administrators, five teachers, and three other faculty 
members from the school were caught helping their 
students cheat on standardized tests. This is one of 
forty-four known instances of widespread and serious 
cheating in Atlanta since 2005. Yet, this is one of 
the first cases to result in jail time for the teachers 
involved. 

The top three administrators at the school, all 
who refused to take responsibility for their crimes 
and turned down deals offered by the prosecution, 
were sentenced to seven years in prison and 20 years 
of probation, 2000 hours of community service, and a 
25,000 dollar fine to be enforced after their sentenc-
ings. Two of the other teachers took deals from Fulton 
County Superior Court Judge Jerry Baxter and were 
given a five-year probation accompanied by a 7AM 
to 7PM curfew. A testing coordinator who also took a 
plea bargain was sentenced to a five month probation 
period, as well in addition to spending every weekend 
for the next six months in jail. As for the remaining 
three teachers, they received sentences varying from 
one to seven years in prison. 

Judge Baxter has made several statements regard-
ing this case, all of which portray his extreme disap-
pointment in these educators and reprimand those of 
them who refused to make public apologies and take 
responsibility for their actions. 

Several issues have arisen from this trial, the most 
prominent of which is the effect that cheating has on 
a school’s student body. Schools that have a record of 
standardized test cheating tend to be worse-off in the 
long run when compared to other schools that may 
have lower test scores. This is because children who 
are under qualified to take said exams will artificially 
pass with flying colors and afterwards, when they are 
moved up to the next level of courses, will fail when 
they have no means of cheating.

Another issue that has recently come to light with 
this trial is the “criminalizing” of African American 
teachers. Some members of the African American 
community believe that the teachers would not have 
been reprimanded as severely if it had not been for 
their skin color. Additionally, they think that arrest-
ing black teachers sets a poor example for young, 
African American students. While racism behind this 
case had not been substantiated with evidence, it is 
still a concern in Atlanta communities.
(Sources: CNN, Salon, The Times Picayune, Education 
World, LA Times, NPR, USA Today)

by Hyuntae Byun
World Editor

Recently, three college students were arrested in northern 
Florida for being perpetrators of a gang rape of a young woman in 
mid-March. The incident occurred in broad daylight on a popular 
beach known for being a common party location for college stu-
dents on Spring Break.

The sexual attack was filmed on a cell phone camera and was 
later uploaded online. The video quickly circulated through social 
media and eventually reached the victim, a 19-year-old woman. 
The victim did not remember being assaulted and was only 
able to identify herself as the subject in the video when she 
saw that the tattoos on the victim in the video corresponded 
with her own tattoos.

When interviewed by the police, the woman was unable 
to recall the details of the actual assault, although later wit-
nesses would confirm both the existence of the assault and 
the victim. According to the sheriff’s office, the woman could 
only remember taking a drink from a CamelBak. The police 
promptly launched an investigation and identified and arrested 
three suspects with the intent to prosecute and press charges. 
The victim has agreed to give her full cooperation during the 
legal proceedings.

The assault took place on Panama City Beach in northern 

Florida and occurred sometime between March 10 and March 12, which 
also happens to be the peak of Spring Break for college students. Every 
year, around 100,000 students arrive at Panama City Beach for parties 
and get-togethers, which frequently feature alcohol.

The police initially arrested 23-year-old Ryan Calhoun and 22-year-old 
Delmonte Martistee, students at Alabama’s Troy University, and charged 
them with sexual battery by multiple perpetrators. Calhoun was released 
after posting a $50,000 bail, although Martistee is still in the Bay County 
Jail. Following the incident, Troy University released a statement saying 

that the two students are currently under temporary suspension 
from the school and that Martistee, an athlete on the track and 
field team, was stripped of his athletic privileges per school policy.

Later, police also arrested 21-year-old George Kennedy, a stu-
dent at Middle Tennessee State University, for being a principal to 
sexual assault by multiple perpetrators. It is still unclear whether 
Kennedy knew Calhoun or Martistee. At the time of Kennedy’s 
arrest, Bay County Sheriff Frank McKeithen stated that there 
were four men involved in the assault. The fourth perpetrator 

has not yet been found.
Unfortunately, this case was not the first case of sexual 

assault on the beach in recent memory, and was also not the 
first case of such assault being broadcast via social media. 
Recently, there was also a video featuring a man performing 
oral sex upon an incapacitated woman while others watched 
or participated. Police are still investigating that case and 
many other cases like it.

In response to these incidents, the police department is 
trying to collaborate with local authorities to take preventa-
tive measures such as banning alcohol on the beach during 
specific times of the year and cracking down on underage 
drinking in bars by raising the age for admittance into bars 
to the drinking age of 21.
(Sources: Reuters, CNN, LA Times)BUSY BEACHES: Hundreds of thousands of students flock to Florida’s beaches every year for S pring Break.

by Lark Breen
World Editor

On Sat., April 4, in North Charleston, South 
Carolina, white police officer Michael T. Slager 
shot Walter Scott, a black man, after a traffic 
stop. Slager was charged with murder the fol-
lowing Tuesday, partly due to the undisputable 
evidence of a video of Scott being shot.

Following the traffic stop, Scott ran from 
Slager, who chased him to an empty lot. Slager 
and Scott got into a physical altercation where 
an object fell to the ground, and eventually 
Scott again attempted to run away. At this 
point, Slager drew his gun and fired eight shots, 
five of which hit and killed Scott. The ordeal was 
caught on film by a bystander, Feidin Santana.

Slager claims that the murder was justified 
because Scott took his taser, thus posing a 
threat to Slager and other civilians. The video 
shows an object that dropped or was knocked 
out from Slager’s belt as the two men fight, and 
after Scott fell, Slager went back, retrieved the 
item, and dropped it near Scott’s body.

Following Scott’s death, Scott’s body was 
left face down with his handcuffs on for an 
extended amount of time. Though police reports 
say that CPR was performed on Scott following 
the shooting, the video does not show any such 
procedures taking place.

Scott’s record is not clean; he was arrested 
for assault and battery in 1987 and possession of 
a bludgeon in 1991, and had been arrested about 
ten times since then for offenses ranging from 
missing hearings to not paying child support. 
Scott’s brother believes that Scott might have 
been fleeing from Slager because he feared being 
convicted for overdue child support payments.

This scenario follows a string of other 
instances of police violence in the United 
States, including those in Ferguson, Cleveland, 
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SCHOOL SCANDALS: Some Atlanta school teachers have received jail time for providing students with standardized test answers.

Shooting caught on video
and New York. The outbreak of police violence, 
particularly violence aimed towards black men, 
has raised concerns throughout the US about 
the way police react in these situations.

Since the conviction of Slager, the North 
Charleston NAACP, or National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, the 
Tri-County National Action Network, and the 
Coalition (People United to Take Back Our Com-
munity) have requested that the US Department 
of Justice examine all fatal shootings that have 
taken place in North Charleston since 1994. 
Suspicion that the police department was 
attempting to conceal the happenings before 
the release of the video spurred the association 
to question the integrity of the police depart-
ment. The groups suspect the police department 
of having made false reports based on altered 
evidence in order to avoid prosecution because 
the groups claim that in over 200 shootings “in 
recent history,” not nearly so many convictions 
took place. Many support the proposal that 
police officers be equipped with body cameras.

A White House task force has proposed 
ways to improve police policies, and President 
Barack Obama appointed Attorney General Eric 
H. Holder Jr. to travel to cities around the 
country and improve relations between police 
and minority  communities.
(Sources: New York Times, NPR)

by Kate Hinsche
Opinion Editor

The 2016 presidential election day is almost two 
years away, and both of America’s major political 
parties are beginning their selection process for 
their candidates for the presidency. On April 12, 
Democrat Hillary Rodham Clinton announced her 
run for presidency in the 2016 election, joining 
the ranks of candidates Ted Cruz, Rand Paul, and 
Marco Rubio.

So far, Clinton is the only Democrat candi-
date who has officially announced her campaign, 
although Martin O’Malley, Jim Webb, and Lincoln 
Chafee have each publically stated they are seriously 
considering a run in 2016. Many people are expect-
ing that Elizabeth Warren, a Massachusetts senator, 
will run as a Democrat candidate. Some view her as 
Clinton’s most direct opposition as a female Dem-
ocrat with growing popularity. Whether Democrats 
support Clinton or Warren, a common concern right 

now is that Republicans will pit the two 
women against each other to weaken the 
party as a whole.

The Republican party has three offi-
cial candidates: Ted Cruz, Rand Paul, and 
Marco Rubio. Rumored potential candi-
dates are Jeb Bush, Scott Walker, Chris 
Christie, Mike Huckabee, Rick Santorum, 
Rick Perry, Bobby Jindal, Carly Fiorina, 
and Ben Carson. Both Rand Paul and 
Marco Rubio currently serve as Senators. 
According to a poll done by Huffpost 
Pollster, Jeb Bush and Scott Walker 
polled highest at 15.4 percent and 12.5       
percent, respectively.

Mitt Romney, a popular leader in 
the GOP, announced back in January 
that he would not seek a third nomi-
nation for candidacy. In his speech, he 
explained that he would rather support 

a conservative leader with a better chance of elec-
tion, and guide that candidate to leading a more               
conservative America.

Jeb Bush, famously the son of former Pres-
ident George H. W. Bush and brother of former 
President George W. Bush, already has a large 
following despite not having officially announced 
his campaign. 

Ted Cruz recently made headlines when, fol-
lowing countless speeches on a promised crusade 
against ObamaCare, he signed up for the govern-
ment-sponsored healthcare service. The switch is 
reportedly because Cruz’s wife, Heidi Cruz, took an 
unpaid leave from her job at Goldman Sachs to help 
with the campaign.

Official nominees for the presidency will be 
decided in June of 2016, allowing candidates plenty 
of time to campaign for the spots.
(Sources: Bloomberg Business, Huffington Post, 
Election Central, CNN)ANOTHER CLINTON CAMPAIGN: The former senator recently announced her campaign. 
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