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Malaysia rejects refugees in order to slow immigration
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
National Editor

On May 11, over 1,000 refugees from Myanmar and Bangladesh 
came ashore in Malaysia as part of a mass migration due to perse-
cution in their native countries. The following Wednesday, Malaysia 
announced it would no longer be accepting refugees and is currently 
turning back boats. 

That Monday, 1,051 people landed on a beach near a Sheraton Four 
Points hotel on the Malaysian resort island of Langkawi. Peter Athan, 
the manager of the hotel, said that hotels on the island sent food and 
water to aid the refugees. This problem is not specific to Malaysia; 
nearby countries are also experiencing the effects of the migration. 
The day before, 582 other refugees arrived on the Indonesian island 
Sumatra. Another boat reached Indonesia on Monday; however, the 
Indonesian Navy quickly gave it supplies and redirected it to Malaysia. 

Malaysian and Indonesian authorities report the migrants are 
made up of Bangladeshis and Rohingya, which is a Muslim minority 
that inhabits eastern Bangladesh and western Myanmar. The United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimates 25,000 Rohingya 
fled Bangladesh and Myanmar in the first quarter of the year, which 
is double the number of last year.

Although there are around one million Rohingya in the country, 
the Myanmar government refuses to acknowledge them as citizens. The 
government prefers to call them Bengali, implying they belong across 

UK voters elect new representatives
by Mhairi Finlayson
Web Editor

On May 7, the United Kingdom held its elections for Members of 
Parliament and Prime Minister. For the past five years, the Conservatives 
have led the government in a coalition with the Liberal Democrats, with 
David Cameron, leader of the Conservative Party, serving as Prime Min-
ister; and Nick Clegg, leader of the Liberal Democrats, serving as Deputy 
Prime Minister. In this election, the Conservatives gained enough seats 
to become the majority party in Parliament, and David Cameron will 
now serve a second term as Prime Minister. However, without the hung 
parliament of the 2010 election, where no single party held a majority, 
the Conservatives do not have to form a coalition government.

The Liberal Democrats lost a substantial number of seats this elec-
tion, going from 57 seats in Parliament to eight. After losing his seat 
in Parliament, Nick Clegg resigned as leader of the Liberal Democrats.

The Labour party lost 26 seats in Parliament, going from 258 to 232 
seats. After the election, the leader of the Labour party, Ed Miliband, 
also resigned from his position as leader. One of the reasons for the loss 
suffered by Labour in this election was Scotland’s shift, as Labour lost 
40 seats to the Scottish National Party (SNP). Fifty-six of Scotland’s 
59 seats were won by the SNP in this election; of the remaining three 
the Liberal Democrats, Conservatives, and Labour each won one. The 
SNP gained 50 seats in Parliament.

The UK Independence Party (UKIP) won a single seat in Parliament, 
as did the Green Party, while the Democratic Unionist party won eight, 
and Plaid Cymru, the Welsh independence party, won three. After his 
personal failure to win his seat in Parliament, Nigel Farage, the leader 
of UKIP, offered his resignation. His party, however, refused to accept, 
so he remains the leader of UKIP.

Many supporters of UKIP have expressed outrage over the electoral 
system in the United Kingdom, wherein the SNP won 56 seats with 

Paraguay rape generates controversy
A NEW MAJORITY: David Cameron and the other conservatives now dominate parliament.

1.4 million votes, while UKIP holds one seat with 3.7 million votes. 
This discrepancy is born from the UK’s electoral system. Members of 
Parliament are elected from constituencies, so seats are not assigned 
directly proportional to the popular vote.

The overall count in Parliament is 331 seats to the Conservatives, 
232 seats to Labour, 56 seats to the SNP, 8 seats to the Liberal Demo-
crats, and 23 seats going to other parties. The Conservative majority 
means Prime Minster David Cameron will be able to deliver on his 
campaign pledge to hold a national referendum that will decide whether 
or not the United Kingdom remains in the EU.
(Sources: BBC, The Guardian, The Telegraph)

the border in Bangladesh, which also rejects the Rohingya as citizens.
In 2012 and 2013, due to religious conflict, Buddhist mobs attacked 

Rohingya villages in Myanmar and forced more than 100,000 villagers 
into refugee camps, where many remain. Although the violence has 
died down, the threat of persecution has motivated some Rohingya 
to pay smugglers to take them to Malaysia. 

The process of fleeing, however, “is a ruthless business where 
smugglers will let them die to set an example for others,” explains 
Jeffrey Labovitz, head of the Thailand operations of the International 

Organization for Migration. He adds, “[Refugees] are subject to extor-
tion, to rape, sometimes to murder.”

In addition to the poor treatment of refugees, the voyage at sea is 
cause for concern. Those fleeing can be stranded at sea for weeks at 
a time with not enough to eat and little room to sleep. One migrant 
claims, “Ten people died during the journey. We threw their bodies into 
the water.” US State Department spokesman Mark Rathke even encour-
aged “countries of the region to work together to save lives at sea.”

In the recent past, Malaysia has been rather lenient about immi-
gration and is a predominantly Muslim country, making it the ideal 
safe haven for the Rohingya. With the major influx of immigrants, 
however, Malaysia began cracking down on immigration. Wan Junaidi 
Tuanku Jaafar, Malaysia’s deputy home minister said, “We don’t want 
them to come here… We are not prepared to accept that number 
coming into our shores and those people who are already in, we are 
sending them home anyway.”

He added, “We need to send a very strong message to Myanmar 
that they need to treat their people with humanity. They need to be 
treated like humans, and cannot be so oppressive.”

As Malaysia begins to turn the Rohingya away, government officials 
plan to meet with Myanmar and Bangladesh embassy officials to discuss 
further steps. Thailand has also called a regional meeting to discuss 
the issue, which is scheduled for May 29. 
(Sources: NY Times, The Guardian, Yahoo News)

TRAFFIC JAM AT SEA: The numbers of boats coming in and out of Malaysia has increased.

by Madeline Hagar
Student Life Editor 

On April 21, a mother brought her ten-year-old daughter to a 
hospital located in Asuncion, Paraguay. At the hospital, the doctors 
determined that the girl was 22 weeks pregnant. The mother claimed 
that her husband, the girl’s stepfather, had raped and impregnated her.

By that time, her stepfather, Gilberto Benitez, went into hiding 
and the mother rallied for an abortion. Instead of putting imme-
diate attention on the child’s welfare, the government intervened. 
Paraguay, a devoutly Catholic nation, only permits abortions in 
instances when the mother’s life is in danger. The Paraguayan Minis-
try of Health investigated and concluded that the girl was healthy, 
stating, “The pregnancy will not be interrupted. We’ve already  
ruled out abortion.”

The child, only ten, lost her ability to choose. This spurred 
international debate over the law in Paraguay, as well as abortion in 
general. Amnesty International stood behind the child, arguing for her 
human rights. According to Guadalupe Marengo, a member of Amnesty 
International, “The physical and psychological impact of forcing this 
young girl to continue with an unwanted pregnancy is tantamount to 
torture.” Moreover, United Nations also discussed the matter. The World 
Health Organization, WHO, centered the discussions on the fact that 
child pregnancies carry great risks that can result in death. Members 
of the United Nations concluded that “The Paraguayan authorities’ 
decision results in grave violations of the rights to life, to health, 
and to physical and mental integrity of the girl as well as her right 
to education, jeopardizing her economic and social opportunities.”

The police eventually apprehended Benitez, placing him in isolation 
in prison. The girl’s mother was also taken to prison for neglecting 
her. Then the authorities transferred the ten-year-old to a shelter 
from a Red Cross Hospital so she could receive her prenatal care. After 
childbirth, plans will be made to take care of the new mother and 

baby. While many doctors and psychologists foresee both physical and 
mental dangers for the girl, it is out of their hands. She is now under 
the custody of the Justice Department, which will provide her health 
care before and after the pregnancy. 

This event split Paraguay over abortion and sparked debate around 
the world. Since abortion is no longer an option in this case, the doctors 
are now focused on the girl’s future health and mental stability. In 
response to this situation, citizens gathered in Asunción to protest, 
calling on the authorities to action, stating, “Together we can protect 
children from abuse.”
(Sources: CNN, The Washington Post, The Guardian)
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POPULAR UPRISING: Citizens protested the decision in the capital of Paraguay, Asunción.

by Jessica Blough
Culture Editor

Just over two weeks after a devastating earthquake hit near 
Kathmandu, Nepal, and killed thousands of people, another 
quake hit on Tues., May 12, near the same city, killing 65 people 
and leaving almost two thousand injured. The 7.3 magnitude 
earthquake could be felt in several neighboring countries and 
triggered landslides near the Chinese border.

On April 25, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake destroyed huge 
portions of Nepal’s capital within seconds, including the Dhar-
ahara Tower. It was centered less than 50 miles northwest of 
Kathmandu, similar to the second quake. The original earth-
quake took eight thousand lives, including at least 17 climbers 
on Mount Everest. Six aftershocks occurred throughout the next 
few days, measuring up to 6.6 magnitude. 

The earthquake was caused by built-up pressure between 
the Indian tectonic plate and the Eurasian tectonic plate. Over 
time, the Indian plate is being pushed under the Eurasian plate, 
causing massive tremors in the process. The second quake on 
May 12 occurred as a result of a shift in the plates during the 
April earthquake.

The May 12 earthquake was centered 50 miles to the north-
east of Nepal’s capital, right between the capital and Mount 
Everest. The United States Geological Survey predicted an 
aftershock in this area, but they did not expect the magnitude. 
The earthquake reached about 9.3 miles deep and was about 
three times weaker than the April earthquake, but was still dev-
astating. Along with 65 deaths in Nepal, about 20 people were 
killed in other countries due to the earthquake’s proximity to 
India, China, and Bangladesh. In the aftermath of the tremors, 
dozens crowded into the streets, seeking relief from the falling 
buildings. Just as residents were beginning to recover from the 
first shock, the second quake reawakened their terror. Many 
have abandoned their homes in fear. 

The earthquake set off a series of landslides near Mount Ever-
est that added to the death toll. Sindhupalchok, an area that 
suffered the most from the first quake, lost multiple houses to 
landslides, and several climbers died on Everest. Aftershocks are 
expected to continue in the aftermath of the latest earthquake.
(Sources: BBC News, CNN, NPR, NY Times)

DISASTER STRIKES: The earthquakes devastated Nepal, especially near Kathmandu.

Nepal quakes


