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ROM: Mango SalsaAvengers fails to meet expectations
by Sarah Sullivan
Web Editor
Warning: Mild Spoilers 

On May 1, hundreds of thousands of fans across the nation lined 
up at their local movie theaters to get a first look at one of summer’s 
highest anticipated flicks. Grossing 77.2 million dollars on its opening 
weekend, Avengers: Age of Ultron became an 
instant commercial success. The Marvel franchise 
has maintained a large following, which has only 
grown since the first Avengers movie back in 2012. 
Avengers: Age of Ultron is the latest installment in 
the Marvel cinematic universe, and was preceded 
by three Iron Man movies, two Captain America 
movies, two Thor movies, one Hulk movie, the 
original Avengers movie, and Guardians of the 
Galaxy, which explored Marvel superheroes outside 
of the Avengers’ domain. Nearly all of these films 
have received critical and commercial acclaim and 
have contributed to Marvel’s dominant status in 
the superhero film industry.

So, why have Marvel and the Avengers garnered 
such widespread success? These superhero movies 
are the stereotypical “popcorn movies:” formulaic, 
action-packed flicks with underlying humor and 
romantic suspense, a perfect combination for any 
moviegoer. They are not particularly original and 
stray from the cinematic masterpieces that win 
Academy Awards, but they do satisfy their audi-
ences. Marvel movies appeal to all audiences; elementary-age kids who still 
dream of becoming Iron Man when they grow up, teenagers seeking the 
action and humor, and even adults looking for a feel-good movie to watch.

That being said, Avengers: Age of Ultron has received less than perfect 
reviews from critics. While there is nothing wrong with popcorn movies, 
this second Avengers film fell short in several categories. Fans of the 
franchise found themselves disappointed by many of the depictions of 
the characters. Black Widow lovers saw their fearless, independent female 
Avenger planning to abandon the team to run away with her newfound 
love interest Bruce Banner, also known as the Hulk. Here, Marvel com-

pletely undermined the only strong, central female character they had 
created over the last nine Avengers installments. In addition, Clint 
Barton, the alias of the bow-and-arrow-wielding Hawkeye, suddenly 
had a pregnant wife and two kids who lived in a home far out in the 
country. While this unexpected characterization was humored, it also 
gave the movie an unnecessary complication and subplot. Viewers also 

criticized the portrayal of the villain, Ultron, who 
is an extremely one-dimensional character with 
a plethora of undeveloped potential. In theory, 
an antagonist with control over the cyberworld 
would have provided an interesting twist to the 
story, but the film only mentions concerns of 
Ultron gaining the codes for nuclear weapons. In 
all, Marvel could have done a better job defining 
their characters.

However, this Avengers did have many good 
qualities that made it worth watching. It con-
tained numerous witty one-liners and the cast 
was well stacked. Secondary Marvel characters 
were given screen time, such as James Rhodes 
(War Machine), Tony Stark’s best friend; Agent 
Maria Hill; Director Nick Fury; and Sam Wilson 
(Falcon), who was introduced in Captain America 
2. Peggy Carter, Heimdall, and Dr. Erik Selvig 
also made brief appearances. Avengers: Age of 
Ultron also introduced three new members of the 
Avengers team. Wanda and Pietro Maximoff are 

twins who volunteered for illegal human experi-
mentation, which gave Wanda the power of telekinesis, telepathy, mind 
manipulation, and the ability to give off brief energy bursts, and Pietro 
has the ability to move at superhuman speeds. In addition, JARVIS, Tony 
Stark’s computer system, became the superhero Vision after receiving 
artificial intelligence and a new body These three characters were good 
additions to the Avengers ensemble, and made up for the script infrac-
tions Marvel made with its older characters.

Despite its flaws, Avengers: Age of Ultron is a fun and enjoyable 
movie for all ages. It is currently playing at all major theaters, including 
the Los Gatos Theater in downtown Los Gatos. 

by Olivia Pla
People Editor

Dare to tango with the mango? Mango salsa is THE 
hottest dip of the summer. Throw out your nacho cheese 
and guac and make way for your dream dip. 
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons good olive oil
1/2 cup diced sweet onion
2 teaspoon fresh minced ginger
2 teaspoon fresh minced garlic
2 ripe mangos, peeled, and small-diced
1/3 cup orange juice
2 teaspoon light brown sugar
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon fresh black pepper
1-2 teaspoon minced fresh jalapeño, to taste
2 teaspoon fresh mint leaves 
2 teaspoon cilantro
Directions:

Sauté the olive oil, onions, and ginger in a pan 
over medium heat for 10 minutes, until the onions are 
translucent.

Add the garlic and continue to cook for 2 minutes. 
Add the mangos, reduce heat to low, and cook for 10 
more minutes. 

Add the orange juice, brown sugar, salt, black pepper, 
and jalapeños, cook for an additional 5 minutes, or until 
the orange juice is reduced, stirring occasionally.

Remove from heat and add chopped mint and cilantro, 
serve warm, chilled, or at room temperature.

Morrison’s latest is simply okay El Gato summer reading list
by Kate Hinsche
Opinion Editor

Summer is coming, and with it the prom-
ise of summer reading for 
the next school year. 
If you’re looking for 
a literary adventure 
beyond your teach-
er’s selection, here 
are a few El Gato-
approved choices for 
a summer full of road 
trips, long flights,  
and sunbathing:

1. The Vacationers 
by Emma Straub – The 
perfect escape from your chaotic family 
vacation is reading about the drama of the 
Post family’s trip to the dreamy Spanish island  
of Mallorca.

2. Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell – 
Rowell’s novel has all the romance of The Fault 
in Our Stars by John Green, but without the 
terminal cancer.

3. Wild by Cheryl Strayed – Reading about 
the author’s trek of over a thousand miles will 
hopefully inspire you to get off the couch and go 
outdoors once school gets out.

4. Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee – Not 
reading this To Kill a Mockingbird sequel would 
be like shooting yourself in the foot socially, 
intellectually, emotionally, culturally, etc.

5. The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by 
Douglas Adams – I’ve yet to meet someone who 
does not love this science fiction comedy.

6. The Art of Racing in the Rain by  

Garth Stein – Imagine your life’s story through 
your dog’s eyes, plus race cars and 

a custody battle, and you’ve got 
this touching story.

7. Revolution by Jennifer 
Donnelly – A trippy story of 
a teenage musician staying 
in Paris who travels back in  
time to the days of the  
French Revolution.

8. The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time by 
Mark Haddon – This is a short 
read that provides interest-
ing insight into how autistic 
children see the world.
9. Shanghai Girls by 

Lisa See – Two sisters from a wealthy family 
in Shanghai marry poor Chinese-Ameri-
cans and immigrate to America to escape the  
Japanese invasion of China in 1937.

If a series is more what you’re looking for during 
the summer break, here are few favorites:

10. Harry Potter by J.K. Rowling – If you 
haven’t read this already, check your pulse because 
you haven’t lived.

11. Divergent by Veronica Roth – This one is 
staged in a post-apocalyptic society where everyone 
must fit a stereotype to maintain order, with an 
awesome female protagonist to boot.

12. A Song of Fire and Ice by George R. R. 
Martin – The amazing TV series is based off of an 
equally, if not more, amazing book series.

13. Uglies by Scott Westerfeld – A world in 
which everyone undergoes an operation at the age 
of 16 to make them physically perfect and compliant.

by Rachel Salisbury
Editor-in-Chief

Published in early February, Toni Morrison’s 
newest novel God Help the Child focuses on the 
effects of childhood trauma. Through protagonist 
Bride (known in her childhood as Lula Ann), 
Morrison explores how childhood experiences can 
manifest themselves throughout adulthood. Despite 
the hype surrounding the book’s release, God Help 
the Child is just okay. 

God Help the Child is a good book; what makes 
the novel just okay is its inability to measure up 
to Morrison’s previous body of work. Morrison has 
been the voice of a generation, a Pulitzer prize-
winning author, and deservingly so. But God Help 
the Child does not represent the talent and depth 
demonstrated in Morrison’s other novels.

In God Help the Child, Morrison attempts to 
reach a younger audience through a hip, young 
adult protagonist (and the novel isn’t too lengthy for 
young readers with short attention spans). However, 
she displays a generation gap between herself and 
those who are represented by the protagonist. Cur-
rent cultural references are spliced in uncomfortably 
and forcefully, and the first-person story as told 
through multiple young women’s points of view reads 
much less naturally than those of the older women 
included in the book.

The first half of the novel reads like a flimsy 
young adult novel, as Bride’s narration gives a mostly 
shallow overview of her experiences with her cos-
metics company, “YOU, GIRL”, and her ex-boyfriend. 
While it serves to set up the more meaningful second 
half of the novel, the first half sets an awkward, 
flippant attitude for the serious analysis of trauma 
that follows.

After reading through the light drama of 
roughly the first 100 pages, the deeper meaning 
is rushed through. The symbolism is obvious, in 
contrast to Beloved’s multiple layers of symbolism, 
and the description of life as a young black woman 
is repetitive, in contrast to Tar Baby’s expressive 
and variant prose that achieves the same purpose. 

All in all, the novel is overly didactic; the 
message is repeated over and over again. The 
character development is minimal, and metaphori-
cal, narration-style speech is often included in 
dialogue where it fits awkwardly. 

This criticism doesn’t nullify the novel’s merits, 
and is mostly motivated by surprise at the quality 
of the novel in comparison to its predecessors. 
God Help the Child is a light read, so it’s worth 
picking up.

Netflix produces outstanding original dramas and comedies 
by Antonia Salisbury
Opinion Editor

In the past few years renowned online media providers like Hulu 
and Los Gatos’ own  Netflix have started a new fad: original online  
programs. Just like cable network television shows, some original series 
have been successes, and others forgettable duds; but, in the case of 
Netflix, few original series end up failing. Spanning an array of genres 
including drama, comedy, and even reality TV, Netflix originals gain 
cult followings and are currently some of the best programs available.

Netflix produces more dramas than any other genre. Famous for its 
riveting political plot, House of Cards follows the life of United States 
Representative Francis Underwood, played by Kevin Spacey, and his 
tumultuous career. House of Cards was Netflix’s first dramatic series 
and has produced three full seasons, making it the longest Netflix 
series thus far. The show has received amazing reviews from television 
critics and a whopping 9.1 stars on IMDb. 

In July 2013, following the popularity of House of Cards, Netflix 
announced the release of a comedy-drama television show, Orange is the 

New Black. In Orange is the New Black, Piper Chapman is sentenced to 
a year in prison. Based on Chapman’s memoir, Orange is the New Black 
tells the story of Chapman’s struggle to adjust to life in a female prison 
and the stories of several other inmates she encounters throughout her 
stay. Apart from Orange is the New Black and House of Cards, Netflix 
has released several other dramas including two new programs called 
Bloodline and Marvel’s Daredevil, both of which came out in 2015.

Netflix original comedies, while equally esteemed, differ from 
Netflix original dramas because they come in three forms: original 
series, continuation series, and miniseries. There are currently three 
Netflix original comedy series: BoJack Horseman, Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt, and a new show that was released on May 8 called Grace 
and Frankie. BoJack Horseman is unique in that it is Netflix’s first 
animated original series. In BoJack Horseman, a horse named BoJack 
Horseman is a celebrity has-been who, despite his laziness, promises 
his agent and ex-girlfriend, Princess Carolyn, that he will write a 
memoir. BoJack strives to emotionally connect with many of the other 
characters, all of whom are animals. On the other hand, Unbreakable 

Kimmy Schmidt is about a young woman named Kimmy Schmidt, played 
by Ellie Kemper, who was kidnapped by a cult leader in Indiana and 
kept in an underground cellar  for the majority of her life. After her 
rescue, Kimmy moves to New York City to start a new life. The show is 
directed by Tina Fey and has received amazing reviews. 

Netflix’s continuation series are programs started by other televi-
sion networks that were adopted and revamped by Netflix after fail-
ing on cable television. The most famous of these shows is Arrested 
Development, but others include the hit Canadian television show, 
Trailer Park Boys. Lastly, Netflix has made over 30 miniseries comedies, 
most of which are stand-up specials featuring comedians such as Aziz 
Ansari, Bill Burr, Nick Offerman, Iliza Shlesinger, Chelsea Peretti, John 
Mulaney and Moshe Kasher.

Netflix prides itself on the development of clever, interesting, and 
creative original series. While not every series will suit your taste, 
there are dozens to choose from. So, if you’re on the market for  a 
new favorite TV show, check out one of the many Netflix originals that 
are currently available. 
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