
During Spirit Week this semester, I decided to wear 
rollerblades on Sports Day. I enjoyed the day so much 
that I continued wearing them throughout the week 
until an administrator made me take them off on Thurs-
day. However, the benefits of blading around campus are 
extraordinary. 

First, if you have ever rushed to class and felt like 
people just won’t get out of your way, then rollerblades are 

just for you. People literally swarm out of your way if they look behind them and 
see a rollerblader. I’m not entirely sure whether it’s the fear factor or the respect 
factor, but regardless, your path becomes utterly clear. 

Second, rollerblading minimizes your travel time between classes. A walk from 
the parking lot to the English wing that usually takes six minutes took me two 
minutes and thirty seconds rollerblading. Thus, if I left my car at 7:55 and walked to 
class I would be late, but if I bladed I would be on time, even early. Teachers know 
that every minute of their class counts and should be the primary supporters of a 
method permitting students to be on time more often. 

Third, going down the ramps of the English 
wing is enjoyable in the same way that biking down 
a hill fulfills the average boy’s daily adrenaline 
dosage. To make sure no one walks out in front of 
you as you cruise out into the main hall, 
I recommend yelling either “Out 
of my way” or “I’m coming in 
hot” to give people a couple 
seconds to clear the hallway. 
If you hit them, no big 
deal, it’s their fault since 
you gave them advance 
warning. 

Lastly, for those of us 
who skip leg day at the 
gym, rollerblading 
keeps those 
muscles bal-
anced so you 
don’t end up 
with sticks as 
legs and balloons 
on your chest and biceps. Thus, the administration 
should allow rollerblades as a mode of transportation 
around campus. 
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Rioting attracts media attention and catalyzes change

Rioting doesn’t affect society positively in the long run

Blading has benefits
by Jonathan Friedland
Editorial Editor

Many people revere the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for his methods 
of peaceful protests, and while these were effective tactics, violent protests can 
also serve an important purpose. 
Rioting can create more aware-
ness and more coverage for an 
event very quickly.

It can take months and 
months of silent boycotts and 

quiet marches to get the media coverage that an issue 
deserves. It takes a large amount of time and effort and 
still it can be ignored completely if the mainstream news 
sources choose to do so. Riots, however, cannot be ignored. 
Destruction of property brings immediate attention to the 
situation at hand.

Also, it is a more accurate portrayal of injustices. When 
hundreds of citizens are killed every year by the police, 
rioting more accurately shows the true horror and despair 
of the situation. It represents the anger and hurt of the 
rioters rather than just showing them unified. Riots get 
the real message across– that these tragedies need to end 

News of the riots in 
Baltimore in response to 
the homicide of Freddie 
Gray, a young African 
American man in police 
custody, shocked and 
saddened the country. It 
seems the death of Fred-

die Gray is another chapter in the depressing saga 
of the past year’s constant reports of police bru-
tality, but the subsequent rioting only deepened 
the tragedy.

Frustrated and outraged, Baltimore residents 
say they rioted to affect change and improve the 
treatment African Americans and other minori-
ties receive from police officers, yet their looting 
and destruction only increased the entropy and 
injury of Freddie Gray’s death. I feel for Baltimore, 

by Kate Hinsche
Opinion Editor

by Violet Wallerstein
Center Editor

and that people are outraged by them.
Without this extreme approach, nothing may ever change. Even after the Civil Rights movement in the 

60’s, there are still extreme injustices felt by African American citizens. Riots get attention. Riots help 
create change. Riots force people into action. If you see buildings being burned, stores being looted, and 

people taken by the police, you are more likely to care and 
get involved rather than just watching another quiet display 
of the First Amendment. 

Riots bring attention to important events and get 
the general public involved in something they might not 
otherwise know about. Coverage in the media is the only 
way the majority of people find out about events and this 
is vital to the success of a movement. The public needs to 
care and get involved for conditions to ever change. Media 
coverage helps this and the fastest way to get this coverage 
is through rioting. Rioting is an effective tool that can be 
used to further important causes that may have otherwise 
been ignored.

The riots currently happening in Baltimore are justified. 
With hundreds being killed by the police and no real mea-
sures being taken, riots are an appropriate action to create 
change. People need to see what is going on and understand 
that these riots are the result of inaction and frustration.

One of the problems most 
teachers face when working in 
a traditional classroom environ-
ment is how to get their students 
to understand how their subject 
actually applies to the real world. 
Field trips are desirable, but the 
process is complicated; bringing 

in guest speakers is one way teachers can get students out 
of their textbooks while remaining in the classroom. 

Recently LGHS Government teacher Christie Dujmovic 
brought two guest speakers in to talk to her seniors: a 
police officer and a defense attorney. It was an 
opportunity for 17 and 18-year-olds to ask 
questions that directly applied to 
their lives and receive answers from 
professionals in person compared to 
a Google search or a textbook read. 
Dujmovic had the students lead the 
discussion by asking questions, so the 
hour-long conversation only focused 
on subjects relevant to the students. 

Officer Howard told stories of 
working in a jail as well as explaining 
the cop’s perspective on dealing with 
violent crime scenes. Students heard 
from the defense attorney about the 
ways in which cops will trick people 
into giving consent to search with-
out a warrant. Senior Lexi Groen 
commented, “It was interesting 
to hear both sides.” Both Officer 
Howard and the defense attorney 
appeared to be on the students’ 
side, but in different ways. Groen 
found the experience particularly 
intriguing, because she wants to 
join law enforcement.

“I’ve always had a police offi-
cer come into my government 

Speakers bring new experience
by Montana Fowler
Editor-in-Chief

class, but last semester I really just felt like there is another 
side of this story,” Dujmovic stated. “Sometimes with figures 
of authority, you don’t question them, but I think there is 
a way to question authority respectfully.” All of Dujmovic’s 
students came out of the class with an idea they had not 
thought about nor learned from a textbook. “It’s a real 
world experience,” Dujmovic said. “I think the kids have a 
different perspective. I think it gives a sense of credibility 
to what [they’re] learning.” 

LGHS AP Spanish teacher Dominic 
Calmels also brings in guest speakers 
for his students. At Back to School 
Night, Calmels announces the six 
AP themes to the parents to ask for 
Spanish speaking professionals in 

one of the themes to volunteer. 
“It’s a break from the daily cur-

riculum,” commented Calmels. 
“I would prefer them to go 
to a museum than to have 
a docent come, but it is a lot 
easier to have a guest speaker 
come. All you need is to get 
them a visitor pass.” Calmels has 
brought in a Facebook employee 

from Barcelona for the technology 
theme, a speaker on Frida Kahlo for 

the art theme, and a public defender 
who started the Amber Alert pro-

gram for the global challenges theme. 
“Having a professional come in is a 

totally different experience,” he stated. 
“They can answer questions that I would 

not be able to answer.” 
Guest speakers offer an easy way to 

engage students in material and provide a 
unique opportunity for students to ask pro-
fessionals questions. More teachers should 
talk to parents and students about possible 
professionals to bring into the classroom to 
liven the environment and apply their mate-
rial to “the real world.”
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but rioting is not the answer if the goal is lasting 
change. 

Look at the Rodney King riots of 1992 in Los 
Angeles– rioters caused over 1 billion dollars in 
damage to the city with no great change to the 
overall attitude of police forces towards minorities. 
Two thousand National Guard troops were called in 
to restore peace and President Bill Clinton spoke 
in Los Angeles, yet nothing was done to affect 
the nationwide systematic police brutality against 
minorities that continues to plague America today. 
The compositions of Los Angeles juries and its 
police force adapted to include more 
African Americans, but 
23 years 

later we still need to be reminded that #Black-
LivesMatter.

Nonviolent protesting organized throughout 
the United States is the only proven effective 
strategy for combating systemic racism and cruelty. 
Marches and rallies organized by the NAACP in the 
1960’s forced the federal government to recognize 
the plight of African American minorities and pass 
meaningful legislation that paved 
the way for legitimate 

improvement.
The modern civil rights movement needs a 

renaissance, and its success begins with the end of 
riots. The days of watching brutal police beatings on 
news channels, Facebook, and Twitter will continue 
as long as the people raising their voices against 
the violence also raise their fists.
(Sources: South Central History, CNN, NAACP)
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