
“pedophile sympathizers” for even trying to get funding to further 
explore pedophilia and possible treatment. Due to a lack of research, 
there aren’t even clear numbers that can tell us how many people 
are pedophiles. Some studies suggest it may be one percent of 
the population, while others report upwards of 20 percent. Either 
way, there are enough pedophiles to support four million child 
pornography websites and a 20 billion dollar international child 
pornography industry. Letourneau said on This American Life, “If 
we can prevent [pedophilia], we can prevent a lot of harm and a 
lot of cost. And we just don’t. It’s nuanced. It’s difficult to wrap 
your head around. It’s a lot easier to say these guys are monsters.”

Yet many of “these guys” aren’t monsters at all. Take, for 
example, the community found at virped.org, a group of men 
and women who consider themselves “Virtuous Pedophiles,” or 
pedophiles who would never act upon their desires. According to 
the website, “We do not choose to be attracted to children, and 
we cannot make that attraction go away. But we can resist the 
temptation to abuse children sexually, and many of us present 
no danger to children whatsoever. Yet we are despised for having 
a sexual attraction that we did not choose, cannot change, and 
successfully resist.”

Online communities are some of the only options for pedophiles 
who do not want to act upon their desires. Some pedophiles are 
able to seek therapy, but due to the lack of research in this area, 
there are no guidelines for therapists on how to treat pedophiles. 
And then, of course, there are the mandatory reporting laws that 
require anyone, even a therapist under doctor/patient confidenti-
ality to make a report when they think a child may be in danger. 
Although these laws certainly help to elucidate cases in which a 
child is in danger, pedophiles who do not wish to act upon their 
desires are then discouraged from seeking professional treatment 
outside the anonymity of the internet, where they may be turned 
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“Keep it to yourself. It’s disgusting. If 
you prayed hard enough, you wouldn’t be 
this way. You don’t have to be this way. It’s 
a choice.” 

Slowly, yet surely our society is moving 
in a direction that makes it unacceptable to 
say any of the above statements to a person 
with regard to their sexuality. Sexuality is 

not a choice. It doesn’t matter if you identify as gay, straight, bisexual, 
assexual, or any of the 46+ terms for sexuality and gender identity 
listed on the online resource It’s Pronounced Metrosexual. It’s okay to 
be who you are. Unless, of course, you’re a pedophile. In which case, 
keep it to yourself. It’s disgusting. 

Now, it’s true that pedophilia and other types of sexuality are not 
the same in that an act of pedophilia can never be mutually consen-
sual. But without the act, pedophilia at its core is a sexual urge. Most 
people have sexual urges and can confirm that it would be difficult, 
if not impossible, not to act on or at least fantasize about their sexual 
desires. And let me be very clear; that’s not to say that child molest-
ers should be acquitted or excused for acting upon a sexual desire for 
children, but it does beg the question: How can someone keep from 
acting on a strong sexual urge when it involves minors? 

Currently there is little effort to answer this question. Of course 
the topic of pedophilia is taboo given the severity of acting upon this 
desire, but the social stigma around the topic has become dangerous in 
itself. The only way to stop a pedophile from hurting children is if he 
or she has already hurt a child and been sent to jail, but by then it’s 
too late. If there was a better way to understand pedophilia, perhaps 
the urges could be subdued before any child becomes a victim. But 
consider that researchers like Elizabeth Letourneau have been called 

Like many other LGHS activities, includ-
ing Students to Students, Leadership, and 
ASR, El Gato is almost completely student-
run. The paper is published each month 
because the staff members motivate them-
selves to get the job done on time. I am a 
part of El Gato because I want to be, not to 
fulfill a graduation credit. I take pride in 

each issue that is published. As a result, this work can mean more to 
me than the work I produce in academic classes. 

As students, we are taught to hold teachers in the highest respect 
and follow their requests. In return, students should feel respected 
and supported by teachers, especially when it concerns activities they 
run themselves.

High schoolers are bombarded by new responsibilities. Immers-
ing yourself in yet another extracurricular, especially one that you 
must manage on your own, can be extremely challenging. Each 
one requires countless hours of individual work, sometimes more  
than an academic class. The students who get involved in these activi-
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into authorities for having desires, or in the case of states like California, 
they may be turned in for admitting to watching child pornography. In 
Germany there are no such laws, and PSAs that encourage pedophiles to 
come forward and seek help air on television. A German organization 
called Prevention Project Dunkelfeld (PPD) provides free therapy and help 
for those who are resisting the pedophilic urge. Although the lack of a 
reporting law and the PSAs that are run by PPD may seem to be lenient 
towards pedophiles, UNICEF reports that for every 2 children that die from 
maltreatment in Germany, 27 die in the U.S. 

The fact is, save for chemical castration and anonymous online com-
munities, there is little for pedophiles to do once they’ve realized their 
desire and chosen to resist it. Pedophile or not, what we can all do is 
make the conscious decision to stop the stigma around pedophilia in the 
hopes that one day people will be able to seek treatment, ensuring hap-
pier lives for those with unacceptable urges and creating a safer world 
for our children. When pedophilia is discussed in mass media I urge you 
to make the effort to remember the difference between a pedophile and 
a child molester. Understand and educate those around you, and help to 
remind them that having the urge does not imply the act. 

Although it may seem like there is little hope and few options, I 
have found reason to believe in men like Craig. An admitted pedophile, 
41-year-old Craig is a member of the VirPed community. In a letter to 
his 16-year-old self, Craig wrote, “You’re all right, even if you don’t 
always feel like it. Remember to believe in yourself and keep doing 
what’s right. It’s not exactly what you’ve been imagining so far, but 
trust me: you’re gonna have a life worth living.” Next time you hear 
the word pedophile spoken with the disdain and judgement that 
should be reserved only for those who act upon pedophilic desires,  
remember Craig’s words, and ask yourself if in some way, they don’t apply 
to you as well. 
(Sources: This American Life, Cracked, It’s Pronounced Metrosexual, 
BehaveNet, Unicef, VirPed, Boston Magazine)

complaint surrounding Facebook is that it is shallow 
and overly like-driven; this complaint is especially 
applicable in situations where forms of dissent, such 
as comments that express negativity or disagreement, 
is seen as a subcategory of cyberbullying.

The misconception that any form of negative 
feedback on social media is unwarranted bullying 
makes people less likely to consider the consequences 
of their social media presence. The output of social 
media use deserves to be praised and criticized pro-
portionately to how it is received by its audience; 
the expectation of constant praise is unhealthy  
and unrealistic.

Additionally, criticizing someone online where 
it is visible by a large audience does not qualify 
as “attacking” the criticized person. Pigeonhol-

ing all dissenters as cyber-
bullies limits the range of 
opinions expressed online 

and silences those who 
express a conflict-

ing point of view. 
This also shifts atten-

tion from legitimate, 
deliberate, and harmful cases 

of cyberbullying to benign situations of 5  
online disagreement.

Teenagers are more likely to confuse cyber-
bullying with online disagreement because we 
have been lectured about cyberbullying for 
years. Additionally, teenagers are in a stage of 
social and emotional development and, in gen-
eral, are more sensitive to criticism as a result.  
Our generation has legitimate reasons to be hyper-
sensitive to cases of cyberbullying, so making the 
distinction between cyberbullying and criticism is 
essential to safe social media that still acts as a 
platform for expression.

Recognizing cyberbully-
ing as a replacement for and 
extension of offline bully-
ing has been an important 
step toward ensuring people’s 
online safety. While the fight 
against cyberbullying has been 
a valiant one, expressing nega-

tive or conflicting views has been conflated with vicious 
cyberbullying, which trivializes real cyberbul- lying and 
distorts our perception of free speech online.

The quintessential cyberbully is accused of 
“hiding behind a computer screen” in order to act 
more extremely than he or she would in person. This 
shield can be attributed to the relative  
anonymity of the Internet, access 
to communicating with 
people you don’t see in real 
life, or any other factor that 
makes attacking someone 
easier online than face-to- 
face bullying.

Opponents of 
cyberbullying 
urge Internet users 
to remember that this shield is nonexistent and 
will not protect assailants from the consequences 
of their bullying, but this denouncement of an 
online shield is not consistent. Many people still 
expect to use social media and receive only positive  
feedback, assuming that they will be allowed to hide 
behind the Internet shield as long as they aren’t being 
deliberately harmful.

It is this expectation that is responsible for the 
aspects of social media that act as a source of mind-
less affirmation for its users. For example, a common 
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Tumblr, a website that has a pro-
found impact on my generation’s 
culture, has popularized, or more 
accurately glamorized, apathy and 
self-deprecation. Teenagers log 
onto their accounts and their 
screens are illuminated with 
pseudo-artistic pictures of 

pale hands delicately holding cigarettes, pictures of 
frail girls with bruises, and humorous one-liners that 
essentially promote being lazy. Overall, Tumblr is a 
cesspool of people who indulge in apathy for the image 
it creates. The reality is, pretending not to care is not 
so much of an “aesthetic,” but a self-detrimental facade.

In past generations there has always been a group of teenagers who find solace in smok-
ing cigarettes. However, with my generation, it’s not the rebellious, punk outcasts who are 
smoking cigarettes, it’s the appearance-obsessed, social media “connoisseurs.” The difference 
between past generations and my generation is that people are smoking cigarettes for 100 
likes on Instagram and Tumblr.

I have no bias against people who smoke cigarettes, but smoking cigarettes to achieve an 
“edgy” reputation is a shallow waste of time. If you’re striving to achieve a negative reputa-
tion, the reputation you achieve as a result will be neither genuine nor authentic. I’m all 
for self-expression, so long as it’s honest. If you want to wear chokers,      Doc Martens, and 
old band t-shirts, go for it! But the second you start doing this to seem edgy is when you’re 
changing your appearance to please other people. 

Not only has Tumblr glamorized physical self-deprecation, but it does the same for 
mental self-deprecation. Post after post after post is about not caring about school, want-
ing to be asleep, or generally being pessimistic about life. If your Tumblr newsfeed is full 
of aforementioned posts, I suggest you delete your blog before this collectively apathetic 
environment brainwashes you like it has brainwashed so many other teenagers.  I get that 
you’re so “quirky” and love watching Netflix and eating pizza, but you should strive to have 
some interesting or unique ambitions besides being lazy. 

Tumblr is not inherently bad, but this most recent fad is teaching my generation 
that it is okay not to care at an age when it is so essential to find what you truly care 
about. Yes, pretending to be edgy and smoking cigarettes will create some mysterious 
yet unauthentic Instagram aesthetic, but you aren’t being original; you’re following a 
Tumblr fad that will be dead and gone by the end of the year, often at the price of your  
mental and physical health. Reality isn’t a John Green novel and no one is going to save 
you from your apathy.

motivated to participate in those classes and show the  
teachers that I value their lessons. On the other hand, 

I have less respect for the teachers who disrespect 
organizations and the work that these 
organizations produce. I don’t get as much 
out of the class or feel encouraged to pro-

duce above-and-beyond material when 
my activities outside of class are not  
being supported.

Teachers should always support 
student-run activities, as it is in those 

areas that students often create the work 
they are most proud of. Disrespecting student-

led activities can be even more detrimental for 
students than disrespecting their academic 

work, as the work they produce without the 
interference of a teacher often means more 

to them. If teachers expect to be respected by their students,  
they should show that same respect to the student’s work outside 
of class.

ties do so for their own individual enjoyment. Therefore, the work 
they put in often means more to them than their work for any 
other class. Rather than being put down, students should feel 
proud for challenging themselves, especially if their work 
is for the benefit of other students. 

Additionally, students should be encouraged 
to participate in school activities. They should 
feel like their work is valued and respected by 
the entire campus, including the teachers, 
and therefore worth putting their best effort 
into. When a teacher shames a student-run 
organization, it sends the opposite message. 
LGHS relies on its students for ideas, organization,  
and community. Without the support and motiva-
tion of the students, a multitude of activities would 
cease to exist. 

If you respect and support students, their 
respect for you grows as well. I have much more respect for and 
better relationships with the teachers who seem to care about how 
I apply myself in school activities than the ones who don’t. I am 
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