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Brazilians protest corruption and urge impeachment
by Niamh Doyle
People Editor

For the second time in the past year, the citizens of Brazil are
taking to the streets, drawing global attention as they shed light on
some of the corruption that has been prevalent in their government
since Brazil’s independence in 1825. Protests in over 22 Brazilian states
during the last few weeks have called attention to President Dilma
Rousseff’s potentially corrupt dealings with Brazil’s largest petroleum
company, Petrobras, and demand her impeachment.

A CORRUPT LEADER: Brazilians demand President Dilma Rousseff’s removal from office.

Five months into her second term, President Rousseff is facing the
worst cry of public outrage since the 2014 World Cup. Some analysts
blame the protests on decades worth of economic failure and corruption
culminating under Rousseff’s watch. Others, however, are not so sure.
Prior to her election in 2011 as the first female president of Brazil,
Rousseff served as the chairwoman to Petrobras, one of the richest and
most powerful companies in the country. Recently, the company has
been under siege, as police investigations have unearthed worrying
evidence against over 40 individuals said to have been involved with
a scheme to establish lucrative Petrobras contracts that often offered
bribes to politicians in return for favorable dealings. Most of the
executives and politicians who collectively received over $9 billion in
bribes come from Rousseff’s own party, the Worker’s Party. Though she
is not directly profiting from any of these dealings herself, citizens
are furious with Rousseff’s neglect and potential affiliation with the
illegal dealings.
Rousseff has been exempt from the investigation of the Petrobras
scandal, yet citizens still cry out for her impeachment. Rallies in Rio
de Janeiro brought crowds of 25,000, and 200,000 people marched
on a main street in Sao Paulo last Sunday, while police estimate that
roughly one million people attended the protest in total. Rousseff
sent two ministers that night to address the public, saying that the
government was listening to their concerns. Angry protesters banged
pots and pans and honked car horns, drowning out the speech. These
adamant marchers clad in yellow and green face opposition, however.

Rousseff supporters insist that the 40,000 person demonstration outside of Congress in Brasilia was a coup, attempting to force Rousseff
out of the presidency.
Just as Rousseff’s approval rate has plummeted to 23% throughout
her second term, the Real has plummeted in value compared to the
dollar and inflation has skyrocketed. Million-participant protests in
major cities like Sao Paulo and Brasilia show that the people of Brazil
have had enough.
(Sources: BBC, CNN)

POWER TO THE PEOPLE: Thousands of people gathered to protest government corruption.

Women’s Day instills hope CF patient requests to die
by Antonia Salisbury
Opinion Editor

On Sun., March 8, women around the world
came together in celebration of the 101st annual
International Women’s Day. International Women’s
Day 2015 was given two main themes in addition
to the hundreds of personal and unique themes
adopted by organizations across the globe. The
United Nations, which has been focusing on

ALL AROUND: Worldwide, people gathered in support for equality.

increasing women’s participation in the sciences
and education rates of women living in third world
countries, presented the slogan “Empowering
Women- Empowering Humanity: Picture it!” while
the International Women’s Day board used the tagline “Make it happen.” Both served as inspirational
mantras for the day, especially considering the lofty

reforms that women’s activists plan to make over
the course of 2015.
The most notably large festivals and parades
for Women’s Day occurred in Brazil, Pakistan,
Columbia, Turkey, Germany, England, Venezuela,
and the US. Women and men congregated, dressed
in purple, to show their support for women’s rights
objectives this upcoming year. Many people held
signs advocating for causes such as the disparity
between men’s and women’s pay, the positive
impacts of women’s education on poverty, the
economy, and overpopulation, and the crippling
effects of female trafficking. One of the larger
festivals in the US was at Ohio University, where
approximately 600 people gathered to watch traditional women’s dances from various cultures and to
listen to speeches from successful female figures.
While 2015 has seen one of the most progressive International Women’s days to date, conflicts
arose in several countries. In China, women’s sexual
assault protesters were arrested and detained. The
government’s refusal to acknowledge the protestors publicly or even tolerate them is especially
problematic because of the recent rise in Chinese
subway gropings. Additionally, 20 men in Afghanistan marched through Kabul wearing burkas and
raising signs protesting for Muslim women’s rights.
Unfortunately, the men were largely ignored and
verbally attacked throughout their protest.
Despite these negative reactions to protests in
some countries, the good that this year’s International Women’s Day brought elsewhere inspires
women on all continents to hope for greater change
towards equality.
(Sources: CNN, The Post Athens, National Journal,
International Womens Day, the Economist)

by Kate Hinsche
Opinion Editor

Last month Chilean teen Valentina Maureira
posted a video to her timeline on Facebook. The
video shows her in a hospital bed, directly addressing President Michelle Bachelet and asking her to
grant the teen an assisted suicide.

RESPONSE FROM AUTHORITIES: The president visited Maureira.

Maureira’s video sparked both a national debate
within Chile and an international discussion on the
legality and morality of euthanasia for terminally
ill patients. Many supporters of euthanasia point
to the inevitably poor quality of life, as well as the
emotional toll upon the patient and the family.
Many of those fighting euthanasia view it as a
form of suicide, which is normally considered a
crime. Opponents also argue that many terminally
ill patients suffer depression due to their condition
and are therefore not in the right state of mind to
make life-altering decisions.
Maureira, now 14 years old, was diagnosed with
cystic fibrosis at the age of six. Cystic fibrosis (CF)
is a genetic disease that attacks the body’s ability

to produce sweat, digestive fluids, and mucus. This
dysfunctionality causes a score of gastrointestinal
complications, infertility, diabetes, and lung infections that ravage the organs. For most CF patients to
live into adulthood, a lung transplant is imperative.
CF also affects the liver and kidneys. Overall, cystic
fibrosis is a killer with no known cure.
Maureira’s older brother died from the same
disease, and her own health now depends on a lung
transplant. Her father, Freddy Maureira, reported
that Valentina now suffers from constant vomiting
and headaches, among other symptoms.
After her video plea gained international attention, Bachelet, a trained pediatrician, and Minister
of Public Health Carmen Castillo visited the young
girl. Bachelet could not, however, agree to allowing
Maureira euthanasia, since it is currently against
Chilean law. Doctors also denied the teen’s plea,
deciding that her health has reached a state of
stability and that a lung transplant could give her
at least three more years.
Following her visit with Bachelet, Maureira
received visits from a CF patient over the age of 20
and an Argentine family whose children have been
diagnosed with an incurable respiratory illness.
Her father reported
that meeting these
people inspired his
daughter, and she
has since decided
to fight for her
life rather than
her euthanasia.
( S o u rc e s : C N N ,
Scan the QR code to learn
more about CF.
Wikipedia, NY
Times)

The Islamic State continues to threaten society today
by Aidan Adams-Campeau
Humor Editor
As the Islamic State continues its emergence as a dominant
force in both its own region and the public consciousness at large,
Western media have consistently reacted with a startling degree
of optimism in their reporting of events surrounding the group.
In August, headlines such as “Is it the beginning of the end for
ISIS?” were prominently featured on major news sites such as CNN.
The answer to that question, no, has since been confirmed by the
passage of time, the ongoing military and governing success of the
Islamic State, and the increasing devotion pledged by the jihadist
movement as a whole to IS, which is quickly assuming a role as the
magnetic center of militant Islam worldwide.
Current optimism is a bit more subtle, but nonetheless prevalent and perhaps more misleading than ever when it comes to
understanding the reality of the IS presence in our world. Amid
the journalistic fervor generated by the Iraqi military’s apparent
progress in recapturing the major strategic city of Tikrit, under
IS control since June 2014, the New York Times ran a seemingly
balanced story on March 11: “Iraqi Army Cements Hold on Tikrit,
but Islamic State Sends a Message.” Five days later, the story had
changed; the Times now reports that “ISIS Keeps Hold in Tikrit as
Iraq Pauses Offensive.”

Between the region’s danger and inaccessibility to journalists
on the ground and the persistent pro-Western tone with which
most published reporting is imbued, it can be difficult to glimpse
the truth of the duality of great atrocities alongside great accomplishments being realized by ISIS in our present. Still, realities
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FALSE OPTIMISM: News celebrates the end of ISIS even as the group advances in Ramadi.

occasionally manage to surface, as well as the IS propaganda videos
that effectively capture their opposing perspective, a message evidently resonant with many of hundreds of jihadists who continually
stream to the group. Among the recent emergent facts, USA Today
reported on March 16 that “the top U.N. envoy in Afghanistan said
Monday that recent reports indicate the Islamic State extremist
group has established a foothold in Afghanistan, a view echoed
by Russia which urged the Security Council to stop its expansion.”
Simultaneously, IS has concentrated forces on attacking the Iraqi
city of Ramadi, the capital of Anbar Province, with some success
and many casualties. Newsweek’s premature March 11 take was:
“Facing Defeat in Tikrit, ISIS Escalates Attacks Closer to Baghdad.”
The notable Nigerian Islamist group Boko Haram also recently
pledged allegiance to IS’ self-proclaimed caliph, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, adding to a growing trend of unity amongst militant Islam.
As the Islamic State continues to affect the world in greater
degree and violence, it is crucial to treat Western media’s response
with the skepticism it has proved it deserves. Meanwhile, the issue
of substantial US intervention to bring the IS advance to a halt is
shaping up to be a key concern of the 2016 presidential election
season, so a reasonably informed populace is of true importance.
(Sources: New York Times, USA Today, CNN, Institute for
Security Studies)

