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by Rachel Salisbury
Editor-in-Chief

It’s not uncommon for parents to force their 
young children into various extracurriculars, 
whether that be piano, soccer, or softball. Rarely 
do the parents’ efforts to give their child a head 
start come to fruition; fortunately for LGHS senior 
Chris Foster and his parents, Foster’s young begin-
nings have paid off ten fold.

Originally resistant to his parents’ wishes to 
have him run track, Foster rather reluctantly 
participated on a club track team, Silver Bullets, 
throughout elementary school. “I mean it started 
as my parents did make me [run], but after middle 
school I started to like it more,” said Foster. “I 
started to know people on the other teams through 
track, so I wanted to keep doing it.”

By middle school, Foster was no longer running 
with the Silver Bullets, and instead ran for his 
school teams. A part of the Easterbrook Discovery 
School’s track team, Foster’s previous school in 
San Jose during sixth and seventh grade, Foster 
came to CT English Middle School his eighth grade. 
During his middle school years, Foster branched 
out from track and began running cross country 
as well.

Foster now runs cross country for LGHS and 
participates in the one-mile and two-mile races 
for the LGHS track team. Between track and cross 
country, Foster would choose “cross country 
definitely. There’s a lot more strategy involved in 
cross country. There’s still strategy in track, but 
in cross country there’s hills and you have to learn 
how to use those to your advantage. Also you’re 
running through trails and hills and mountains, 
and it’s a lot more interesting, and the distance 
is longer which I like.”

Over the past four years, Foster and his team-
mates from both cross country and track have 
developed their strategy together. At Leagues 
earlier this month, Foster placed first in the two-

mile, with seniors Jack Sexton and Ben Haderle 
following behind him in second and third places, 
respectively. Leagues was Foster’s first meet since 
recovering from his knee injury, which had taken 
him off the track for the past month and a half.

With only four to six weeks per year between 
seasons, Foster spends the majority of his time run-
ning with the same group of boys.  Although Foster 
and his teammates are now close friends, they 
were originally rivals. Foster explains, “I’ve been 
running against [Haderle] since middle school. I 
never actually knew him, but then we came to 
Los Gatos and now I run with him, which is cool.”

Foster’s social life has also formed around run-
ning. “A lot of times my friends will call to hang 
out and I have to say ‘Sorry I can’t I have a race 
tomorrow,’ or ‘I have practice today,’” said Foster of 
his friends who don’t participate in track, “Really 
the track team is one of my main groups of friends 
so that’s a huge part of my social life anyway. So 
it’s not like I don’t have a social life.”

Looking back on his high school athletic career, 
Foster is most proud of winning CCS twice for 
cross country and the two-mile, as well as three 
consecutive wins at the Mount Sac race beginning 
with his sophomore year. Foster will continue 
running both track and cross country at Humboldt 
College next fall.
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by Ruth Murai
Web Editor-in-Chief

Not since her freshman year has senior Melina 
Moore been anonymous on the field. Her team-
mates know everything about her—the shifts in 
her gait that signal she is about to hit the ball 
upwards of 80 miles an hour at a target, the way 
she likes to braid her hair before games, the tone 
of voice that says to stop, to listen. But the other 
team always knows her too. They’ve seen her name 
in the newspaper, and the terrifying numbers that 
accompany it. They have watched her on the tapes 
their coaches conspicuously record from the stands 
at pre-season games. They know she is talented, 
precise, and driven. They know most of all that 
she is lethal. 

Moore’s field hockey career began in 2011 
when she started to play with nearly 40 other 
freshmen at LGHS. Although a long-time gymnast 
and soccer player, field hockey was the sport that 
stuck with Moore as the others had failed to.  
“I think the main thing was that I hadn’t been 
doing it all my life. The fresh start kept me moti-
vated,” said Moore. Although she managed to 
blend in with the other players in the beginning of 
her career, it was not very long until coaches and 
teammates realized her full potential. 

By junior year, Moore became captain of the 
team alongside current seniors Kaitlyn McLaren 
and Keats Iwanaga, as well as alumni Marcia 
Lewis, Sadie Logan, and Jamie Leong. For the 
2013 season, Moore was essential in leading the 
Wildcats through an undefeated season and into the 
playoffs. In the 2013 CCS finals against Archbishop 
Mitty, Moore scored the winning goal off a pass from 
Leong in the second sudden-death overtime after 
nearly 71 minutes of game play. 

The 2013 CCS finals began an impressive streak 
for Moore in which she managed to score in 18 
consecutive games. Of the 18 games in which she 
scored, 14 included multiple goals, and 11 were hat 
tricks or more. In 2014 Moore also joined the elite 
30-30 club, which entails having 30 goals and 30 
assists in a season, a requisite she surpassed with 
40 total goals and 44 assists in 2014. She ended 
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the year by leading LGHS in winning the 2014 CCS 
Championship, LGHS’ eleventh title, more than any 
other school in the section. 

Now leaving Los Gatos Field Hockey as the 
Mercury News 2014 Player of the Year, Moore  
is headed off to University of California Berkeley 
to continue her field hockey career along with 
co-captain Iwanaga. There, she hopes to “focus 
to achieve [her] goal, and make sure not to burn 
out with too much practice.” Her long-term sights 
are set on the U.S. Olympic team, her ultimate 
dream. She is well on her way as a member of USA  
Field Hockey’s Future Elite program, which, accord-
ing to their website, “provides additional training 
and competition opportunities for athletes iden-
tified with the potential to someday represent 
the USA.”

Just weeks away from graduating from LGHS, 
Moore’s name will not be forgotten. Not on the 
field where her successors will strive to uphold 
her legacy, nor in the halls where she has been 
a source of laughter, advice, and leadership for 
her teammates and peers. Although her single 
contributions to her team have been impressive 
on their own, what makes Moore worthy of her 
titles and awards is her greater understanding 
of the game and of life. “It’s about being able to 
know none of this is on one person, you have to be  
a unit with one common goal,” says Moore. With 
her goals at LGHS achieved, everyone who knows 
her name is excited to see what comes next.
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by Sarah Sullivan
Web Editor

On their senior night and last home game of 
the season, the girls’ lacrosse team pulled off a win 
over the Saratoga Falcons. The Wildcats emerged 
victorious with a score of 10-9 after a hard-fought 
battle against their school rivals. Earlier in the 
season, Saratoga beat Los Gatos by only two points. 
This triumph was especially sweet, leaving the 
departing senior class with one last win on Los 
Gatos turf. Graduating seniors include team captains 
Lauren Keiser, Lily Shahabi, Natalie Jagelski, and 
Samantha Goetz, as well as XinNi Chai, Natalie 
Bucher, and Sara Narajowski. 

Following their win against Saratoga, the girls 
played one more away game, where they lost 
13-18 to the Leland Chargers. “I’m really glad that 
we improved a lot as friends and players, which 
definitely helped us on the field,” stated Keiser. “I 
think what we need is a little more confidence in 
our ability to beat tougher teams.”

This game marked the end of a long and for-
midable season for the Wildcats, ending with a 5 
wins, 13 losses, and 1 tie. The girls faced hard losses, 
such as their 9-10 loss to Leland, their 12-13 loss 
to Mountain View, and their 11-13 loss to Saratoga 
earlier in the season. They faced crushing losses to 
schools such as Palo Alto and Gunn, but also had big 
wins over Notre Dame and Pioneer. The Wildcats con-
sistently beat the Pioneer Mustangs 19-0 and 19-1.

The junior varsity girls’ lacrosse team also had 

a great season, finishing with a league record of 2 
wins and two losses, with an overall record of seven 
wins to seven losses. They repeatedly beat Saratoga, 
Leland, and Mountain View, while facing losses 
against Archbishop Mitty, Palo Alto, and Gunn. “I 
think that the season was great this year,” said 
sophomore Sanna Hakkarainen. “All the girls really 
clicked and we had a lot of fun together in games 
and practices and that showed during the games. I 
am really proud because we won more games than 
we lost and we played better than expected.”

Keep an eye out for the girls’ lacrosse team next 
year during their 2016 season!

Girls’ lacrosse ends on top

S. Sullivan

by Dakota Rogers
Sports Editor

The Los Gatos Wildcats baseball team is 
currently engaged in the CCS Open Division 
playoffs, entering the tournament as the one 
seed. In a tremendous team performance, the 
Wildcats took down the 16th seed Santa Cruz in 
10-0 mercy rule victory at West Valley College. 
The wildcats are moving on to play Branham 
High School this Saturday.

The team ended their season well, taking 
down Palo Alto High School and splitting the 
two game series with Wilcox High. The Wildcats 
went on a hot streak, finishing off the season 
strong by beating Mountain View twice, as well 
as Westmont, Willow Glen, and Leland High 
School. The team’s strong play in the final 
games of their season was honorable as they 
maintained intensity and effort after their 
long season. 

The Wildcats celebrated their senior day on 
their home game against Mountain View High 
School. The varsity team and the seniors families 
honored the seven seniors on this special day. 
The seniors came out on top, defeating Moun-
tain View 5-4 after eight innings. 

The Wildcats finished the season with an 
impressive 25-2 record before entering the De 
Anza League playoffs. They played Palo Alto 
High School, winning one of the three games 
in the series, sending the Wildcats into the 
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losing bracket. They then split the series with 
Wilcox High School, ending their season with 
a bolstered desire to win. Their performance in 
the playoffs does not affect their placement in 
CCS and they remained the superior team in 
their division.

Junior Hunter Bigge was awarded league 
MVP, while a variety of other members of the 
team were named first and second team all 
league, including seniors Aidan Finch and Matt 
Wilcox. The team has dominated the league and 
is striving to take home a third CCS champion-
ship for the baseball program.

The Wildcats’ goals are set high, and they 
will be playing their hearts out to take home 
a CCS championship this year. Come out and  
support the Wildcats on Saturday as they take 
on Branham High School in the CCS quarter 
finals.
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