SPORTS
www.elgatonews.com

Volume 89 Number 7

Friday, March 27, 2015

Boys’ lax turns season around to start a winning streak
by Jonathan Friedland
Editorial Editor

If you looked at the scores of the LGHS boys’ lacrosse team’s games,
you would see a lot of “L’s” and only three “W’s.” Yet, the “L’s” do not
stand for limitless or lovely, the letter indeed represents a loss (seven
of them to be precise). Let’s examine them one-by-one.
First, the squad, fresh off a disappointing 2014 season, started the
year with a notably tough opponent: Bellarmine. The Cats mustered
up four goals, but just could not overcome Bellarmine’s 17. Less than
a week later, the Cats, along with their bruised and battered egos,
traveled to Woodside High School to square off against their version
of the Wildcats. However, our Wildcats came up short, losing by a
score of 15-19.
To start off the pivotal month of March when the Wildcats play
eight games, head coach Kyle Garzia gave the team a pregame speech
before the Mitty game which senior Kieran Horan called “extremely
motivational and moving.” Yet the Wildcats were stifled by Mitty’s
tenacious defense, losing 10-15.
The Wildcats kept marching on, facing De La Salle just two days
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after their loss to Mitty. It was a Friday night at Helm Field and the
crowds were roaring, but LGHS struggled offensively, only scoring two
goals compared to their opposition’s 12. However, Horan called the
mood in the locker room after the game “upbeat and cheerful because
we lost to them in a worse fashion last year.”
The second week of March offered a fresh start for the slipping
Cats, but they lost again, this time to Sacred Heart Prep by a score of
8-13. The loss was deemed a success because of the increase in goal
differential as compared to last year.
As Friday the 13th approached, the mood of the team became
mysterious and spooky as unforeseen events could occur. The Wildcats
harnessed all the good luck they could and came out victorious on
March 13, beating Los Altos 14-6.
The miraculous winning streak continued as the Wildcats defeated
Mountain View High School by a score of 12-6 and again against
Palo Alto High School 10-3. Only time will tell if the Wildcats
can raise their lacrosse IQs enough and eliminate the majority of their
mistakes to have a winning season for the spring 2015 campaign. Come
support the team against St. Francis on April 1!

Badminton stays positive LG softball starts strong
by Mhairi Finlayson
Web Editor

Since tryouts two weeks ago, the Los Gatos
badminton team has been practicing and conditioning in preparation for this year’s season.
Coach Richard Lui, assisted by the more experienced players, taught
everything from the
correct grip on the badminton racket to the
nuances of the perfect
smash. On Thurs., March
19, the team played
their first match, facing
off against Milpitas, a
team that only recently
moved down into the
same bracket as Los
Gatos. Though the Wildcats fought hard, they
ultimately lost 26-4 to
Milpitas.
Varsity one girls
doubles team,
seniors Katie Czinski and Eugenia Huang, won
their first game 24-22, but lost the second 19-21.
They went on to win the third 21-9, defeating
their opponents. Los Gatos’ fourth point was
earned by seniors Tomo Nishizaki and Katie

Toda, who won their varsity three mixed doubles
game against Milpitas.
Despite the loss, the badminton team remains
motivated and determined to achieve success this
season. When asked how the team can get better,
Captain Czinski commented,“We can improve more
by just working on simple
things like smashes and
serves, and also by learning from different teams
and players.” She continued on to say, “Our team
has a lot of work to do, but
all the players have a lot of
potential, and I think that
everyone will grow a lot by
the end of the season.”
Though the first match
of the season yielded disappointing results, the
team plans to practice hard
and come out stronger for
the remaining games of
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the season. The badminton
team is determined to fight every point, no matter
the score, and eventually prevail. Come out to
support the team on Tues., March 31, when Santa
Clara plays Los Gatos at home in the second home
game of the season.

by Kelsey Fleming
News Editor

On Fri., March 13, Sat., March 14, and Sat.,
March 21, the LGHS varsity girls softball team
played at the annual Charlie Miguel Tournament.
The tournament took place at West Valley College
and featured a multitude of local softball teams.
With tenacity and determination, LGHS won three
out of the four games they played.
During the first weekend of the tournament,
LGHS played Notre Dame High School of San Jose
and Evergreen Valley. On Fri., LGHS won 9-1 against
Notre Dame, and on Sat., LGHS won 9-7 against
Evergreen Valley. Through strong teamwork and
dynamic plays, LGHS was victorious and advanced
through the tournament.
During the second weekend, LGHS played Salinas and Saint Francis. In their first game against

Salinas, LGHS fought hard defensively and
offensively. Unfortunately, after a vigorous
game, LGHS lost 1-7. In their next game, LGHS
excelled and won 11-4 against Saint Francis.
Senior Giulianne Pate commented, “We
started off weak yesterday morning, but once
we started playing for each other, we played
more in unison.” She expressed that “once
we were on a roll, there was nothing that could
stop us from being on top in our last game.”
By playing as a team and building a
strong foundation of teamwork, the team
has been very successful this season, already
winning a total of ten games. The next home
softball game will be Thurs., April 2 against
Homestead at 4:00 PM. For a fun, action-packed
day of softball, come out and support your
LGHS Wildcats!
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Track and field shows promise in initial competitions
by Danika Lyle
News Editor

Track season has officially begun for the Los Gatos Wildcats. On
Sat., March 14, LGHS participated in the K-Bell meet, which lasted
10 hours and included a hundred schools. Over 2,500 student athletes
competed from 9AM until 9:30PM.
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The team nailed a victory in the 4x4 with varsity boys senior Tony
Moller, junior Nick Fondiller, and sophomores Isaki Wada-Law and
Tyler Condensa. The team surpassed previous CCS winners and qualified for Arcadia. Arcadia will take place on April 10 down in Southern
California. Coach Mark Dorighi remarks on their success, saying, “We
ran it fresh with our top guys to get a qualifying time for Arcadia.
Everybody ran to their limit, and they ended up edging Bellarmine
out with the last twenty meters to win the whole meet. We ran faster
than we have in years with a 3:27.”
The meet was a success for Moller, who took first in Varsity boys
300 meter hurdles, as well as the Varsity 4x4. Scoring 21 points for
the team, Moller’s victories were a key factor in putting the LG boys in
the top 10 schools at K-Bell for boys. Wada-Law competed well in his
first K-Bell, getting 41.56 and landed in sixth place in the Varsity race.
Senior Melina Moore scored fourth with a vault of 10 feet, and also
took fifth in discus with a throw of 109-6.5. Moore, usually known for
her amazing success and leadership on the field hockey team, is also
a great contributor of points for the Wildcat track team.
All in all, K-Bell proved that the LGHS track team is showing lots
of promise for this season. Coach Dorighi had this to say about the
team: “We are looking very strong. We got a lot of contributors, and a
lot of excitement. The boys team is very young, very hungry, and really
competitive. We have some high caliber girls, so its really exciting.”
Athletes will soon be running their way around construction due
to track renovations all thanks to the $99 million bond given to the
Los Gatos-Saratoga Union District. Because of the construction, the

first and last home meet for the team was against Mountain View on
Thurs., March 26. The next meet will be Tues., March 31 at Los Altos
High School, go Cats!
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