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Bay Area prepares for holiday season

On Dec. 9 at Christmas in the Park’s community stage in San Jose
a community showing of Elf will be held from 6 to 8 pm.
With the holidays right around the corner, Los Gatos is gearing up
On Dec. 12 at San Jose Christmas in the Park The San Jose Police
for its annual festivities.
Reserve Unit, The US Marine Reserves, and 94.5 KBAY will join the public
The nearby Santa Cruz Mountains are a wonderful location for cut- for the Toys for Tots “Stuff the Bus” to collect new and unwrapped toys
ting down a real Christmas tree, and most sites have been open since for underprivileged children.
the day after Thanksgiving. For hours and pricing contact each lot
Also on Dec. 12 at the Fairmont San Jose will host Breakfast with
separately, but it is definitely worth the trip!
Santa from 8 am to 12 pm. Attendees can spend brunch with Santa at
The San Jose Christmas in the
this annual event.
Park began on Nov. 27 with the
On Dec. 13 and 20 there
annual tree lighting ceremony. The
will be a Santa in the Park
park is now open from 9 am through
event where children can go
12 am up until Jan. 3, 2016. The holsit on Santa’s lap and tell him
iday event takes place at the Plaza
what they want for Christmas.
de Cesar Chavez on Market Street
This event is free although
in between San Fernando and San
donations are recommended
Carlos Street. Christmas in the Park
and will run from 11 am to 3
is decorated with community trees
pm both sessions.
as well as other Christmas items and
On Dec. 13 TiVo will host
offers vendors for food and drinks in
“The Santa Run Silicon Valley”
addition to live performances on the
throughout downtown San
community stage.
Jose. This is a family fun
courtesy David Welch
In San Jose nearby the Christrun event, make sure to pre
mas in the Park Downtown Ice San LG SPIRIT: Sophomores Katie Enns and Elizabeth Gallmeister perform at last year’s parade. register ahead of time in
Jose is open with varying hours for
order to run! This event ben13 dollars for children 10 and younger and 15 dollars for all older than efits Christmas in the Park and Downton Ice.
11 years. The rink is located on 120 S. Market Street.
On Dec. 16 from 1 to 3 pm at the Los Gatos Adult Recreation Center
Sharks Ice in San Jose also holds public skate sessions with general there will be a Holiday Sing-A-Long where all ages can participate in
admission priced at 10 dollars for all older than 13, 9 dollars for children singing the classics. Song books and refreshments are provided.
12 and under, and 6.50 dollars for seniors 55 and older. Additionally
Also on Dec. 16 Christmas in the Park will show The Grinch from
skaters wishing to borrow skates must pay a 4.50 dollars rental fee. 6 to 8 pm.
Hours and select pricing are subject to change.
On Dec. 23 the Christmas in the Park community stage will show A
On Dec. 4 the annual Los Gatos Tree Lighting Ceremony will be held Christmas Carol from 6 to 8 pm.
in the Los Gatos Town Plaza. The ceremony begins at 4 pm and will
Get into the holiday spirit with these festive, fun events!
have hot chocolate and popcorn available for purchase. All funds will Happy Holidays!
directly benefit the town. The mayor will flip the switch and illuminate (Sources: LGS Recreation, Santa Clara County Parks, Los Gatos Comthe gigantic tree in the heart of Los Gatos.
munity Foundation, Christmas in the Park, Downtown Ice San Jose,
On Dec. 5 the 59th Annual Los Gatos Children’s Christmas/ Holiday Sharks Ice at San Jose)
Parade will take place starting at 11 am. Two hundred and thirty five
groups are entered to walk down Main Street and North Santa Cruz
before the crowd gathered on the sidewalks and surrounding areas. The
parade will continue rain or shine.
On Dec. 5 the 17th annual Fantasy Of Lights will open for a walk
through where individuals can walk the Vasona Park route without any
cars. On Dec. 6 the park will be opened up to traffic; however, this year
a major change has been made. Instead of purchasing tickets at the
window prior to entering Vasona, each person must prepay online at
the Santa Clara County Park’s website. The Fantasy of Lights is open 6
to 10 pm all the way through Dec. 31. A regular vehicle seating up to
12 passengers costs 20 dollars and an oversize vehicle containing 13
or more passengers costs 50 dollars.
Additionally on Dec. 5 in San Jose at the Christmas in the Park
courtesy wikimedia commons
Petco is hosting the “Dog Day” where dogs can visit santa from 11 am
to 3 pm free of cost.
HOLIDAY CHEER: Christmas in the Park embraces the holiday spirt with festive displays.
by Elizabeth Monsef
Sports Editor

LGHS hosts biannual blood drive

into red cells, platelets, and plasma. The red cells are leuko-reduced
(white blood cells are taken out). All blood is tested and screened for
Volunteering has never been easier. ASB President Sabrina Burnett diseases and harmful contents in one of three Red Cross National Testand Vice President Kathryn Hench planned and put on the biannual ing Laboratories. All of this takes place within two days of donation.
Blood Drive on Wed., Nov. 18. It was a huge success. Over 50 students The red blood cells are stored at six degrees Celsius for up to 42 days
and teachers donated throughout the day, which could save up to 150 or until use. Platelets are kept at room temperature for up to five days.
lives. The Leadership class worked diligently to advertise, organize,
Students are encouraged to donate because in addition to saving
and run the Blood Drive.
lives, the blood donors can get free food and drinks, a mini physical
Senior Emma Shahabi, who worked the blood drive, states, “Even to check blood pressure, pulse, and iron levels, and a free t-shirt. The
though I was deferred from donating, it feels great to help out. The donation process takes around 30 minutes on average. After reading
American Red Cross is a great organization.” To donate, students need through informative pamphlets, donors are taken into private rooms
to be 17, or 16 with parental permission. The American Red Cross also and asked a series of questions. Donors are asked about previous
enforces many requirements for donors to
travels and other concerns that could prevent
ensure the protection of both the donor
them from being eligible donors. Iron levels,
and the recipient. There are height, weight,
blood pressure, and pulse rates are tested,
pulse rate, iron level, and country visitaand once they are approved for donation, the
tion requirements. If potential donors do
donor finally begins the donation. After the
not meet these requirements, they are not
donation is over, each volunteer is escorted
allowed to donate.
to a table of food and drinks provided by the
Each donor gives around one pint and
American Red Cross.
many test tubes worth of blood. All are
Leadership will host another blood drive
labeled with barcodes for organization purthis spring. If you want to donate, make sure
poses before they are placed in coolers for
you have a light meal, plenty of water, valid
the rest of the day. The blood is then taken
identification, 16 years of age, and a willingto a local Red Cross center where the samples
ness to donate. Remember: one donation could
courtesy Nicole Calise
are scanned into a computer database. The
save three lives!
blood is spun in centrifuges and separated HELPING OUT: Senior Nicole Calise shows off her donation.
(Sources: American Red Cross)
by Shreya Koushik
Sports Editor

