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Algae is infecting crabs Police beat thief after car chase
Hyuntae Byun
Editor-in-Chief

Nov. 6 was a bad day for crab enthusiasts, as tests conducted by California
state officials found that dungeness crabs
caught along the coast were contaminated
with domoic acid, a neurotoxin. As a
result of high levels of domoic acid, the
state delayed the start of its crabbing
season indefinitely.
Unfortunately, the bad news did
not stop there; Oregon and Washington
promptly joined California in delaying the
start of their commercial crab seasons after
officials found elevated levels of domoic
acid in crabs all along Pacific Northwest.
Oregon delayed the season start along its
entire coast, while Washington delayed the
season along only some parts of its coast.
Commercial crabbing is a vital aspect
of the Pacific fishing industry; in 2014,
fishermen harvested approximately 170
million dollars worth of Dungeness crab
along the West Coast. In California, the
industry is valued at over 60 million dollars a year and provides up to half of the
annual income for some fishermen.
Despite the economic implications of
delaying the beginning of the crabbing
season, there is little that the state can
do to resolve the problem. Domoic acid
can cause nausea, dizziness, seizures,
and even death in humans who ingest
it. The toxin is naturally produced by
plankton in the Pacific Ocean, but warming
ocean conditions brought by El Niño have
resulted in a massive offshore algae bloom,
exacerbating the problem. Though some
tests are indicating falling levels of the
acid, nobody knows when the toxins will
sufficiently dissipate to allow for resumed

recreational and commercial crabbing.
Meanwhile, many organizations have
taken steps to replace dungeness crab in
traditional meals or events. For example,
organizers of the annual Mendocino Crab,
Wine, and Beer Days, held in late January,
are renaming the 2016 event as the “UnCrab, Wine, and Beer Days” and will serve
other seafood as well as an “Everything But
Crab Cioppino Dinner” and an “Anything
But Crab Cake Cook Off.”
Additionally, the inaugural, multi-day
“Half Moon Bay Crab Fest” celebration,
sponsored by local beermaker Half Moon
Bay Brewing Co., has been switched to
a single-day festival with the purpose
of raising awareness about rising ocean
temperatures and its implications on the
seafood supply.
In the meantime, California state
legislators are urging Governor Jerry
Brown to declare a fishery disaster, which
would enable the use of government
resources to help fishermen, communities, and businesses adversely affected by
the season delay and potential closure.
(Sources: Los Angeles Times, US News and
World Report, NPR, San Francisco Chronicle,
CBS, USA Fishing)

DUNGENESS CRAB: Crabs have been affected by acid.

Cole van Miltenburg
Sports Editor

An investigation into the actions of two unnamed
Alameda County Sheriff’s deputies has been initiated
after they were caught relentlessly beating 29-year-old
Stanislav Petrov during an arrest. The deputies were caught
on camera mistreating the suspect after he led police on a
high-speed car chase throughout the Bay Area on Nov. 12.
The chase began around 1:30 am when officers went
to check on reports of a stolen car. Petrov fled when he
was caught in the stolen Mercedes Benz and smashed into
a police cruiser, which resulted in an officer sustaining
minor injuries. He continued to lead police on a high-speed
chase through San Leandro, Oakland, and San Francisco,
traveling over 40 miles and reaching speeds of 100 mph.
The chase ended 38 minutes later in San Francisco’s Mission District when the suspect crashed into a parked car
and fled on foot into an alley.
Two policemen caught up with Petrov and tackled him
to the ground as he began to slow down. One of the officers
punched him several times, and the other continued to hit
him repeatedly with a baton. Shortly after, the first officer
began violently hitting him with the baton as well. In total,
Petrov was struck all over his body over 30 times by the
2 officers, and these beatings continued even after other
officers reached the scene a short while later.
Video of the two officers was captured by a motiontriggered security camera and was released by the Public
Defender’s office, which said that it received the footage
from the person who operates the camera. The video does
not suggest that Petrov was resisting arrest; instead, he
can be heard screaming and seen shielding himself with his
hands. Alameda County Sheriff’s Deputies are also equipped
with body cameras, but it is not clear if they captured the
arrest because department policy does not require officers
to use the cameras at any time.
Three days after the attack, Petrov remained in the
hospital. Although conscious and able to speak, he suffered multiple cuts on the back of his head and severely
broken arms. Public Defender Brendon Woods saw Petrov
in the hospital and said that “From his elbow through his

hands are swollen. It looks like he has several broken bones
in both of his hands or arm areas.” On Nov. 24, Petrov was
moved to Santa Clara County Jail. He is currently under
felony arrest charges for crashing into the police car and
injuring the deputy, as well as for the high-speed chase.
Additionally, he is being held under the suspicion of multiple hit-and-runs and possession of methamphetamine and
a loaded gun in the stolen vehicle.
The deputies responsible for brutally beating Petrov
have been put on paid administrative leave while an
internal investigation is conducted. They are both permanent employees that have worked as deputies in Alameda
County for several years, but due to safety concerns their
names have not yet been given to the public. Concerns
for their safety stem largely from public outroar regarding
the behavior of the police officers following the release of
the video. Alameda County Sheriff’s Sgt. Ray Kelly said,
“If you look on social media, there’s a lot of threats that
have been made against them — pretty vulgar threats. We
have to worry about their safety, in addition to Mr. Petrov
in the hospital.”
Meanwhile, many are still in shock due the severe nature
of the beating. Alameda County Public Defender Brendon
Woods is urging prosecutors to file criminal charges against
the two deputies that are responsible. He said: “I was shocked,
outraged and disgusted. I counted over 30 baton strikes. I’m
not sure what facts would justify that sort of brutal beating.
(Sources: KQED News, LA Times, Reuters, The Guardian,
Fox News)

CAUGHT ON THE RUN: Two policemen physically injure a thief after capture.

Bay Area will take refugees after the attacks in Paris
Madeline Hagar
Opinion Editor

After the terrorists attacks in Paris and Beirut,
more than half of the nation’s governors have elected
to shut their doors to Syrian refugees. Among
these 31 states are Alabama, Florida, Texas, Ohio,
and Michigan.
However, the authority over refugee admittance
actually lies with the federal government, not the
states. In response to these governors’ actions,
President Obama commented that America’s greatness “comes from our generosity.” California has
taken a similar stance as President Obama, claiming
the necessity of balancing security with empathy
and kindness.
While vetting and security remain top concerns for Governor Jerry Brown, he has expressed
support for the refugees. He told The Associated
Press he will work with President Obama to
ensure that any Syrian refugees are “fully vetted

in a sophisticated and utterly reliable way”
before any of them are permitted to resettle
in California.
In addition to Governor Brown, Oakland Mayor
Libby Schaaf has called on the people of her city
to “turn toward each other not on each other,”
saying, ”We should not let fear and anger lull us
into accepting the false choice between safety
and compassion.” States including Hawaii and
Washington have also expressed support for
Syrian immigrants.
As of now, the Obama Administration still
plans to take in 10,000 Syrian refugees next
year. Governors Asa Hutchinson of Arkansas,
Nathan Deal of Georgia, and Robert Bentley of
Alabama are among the governors who have
taken to Twitter to voice their opposition. The
controversy has even reached GOP presidential
candidates. Ben Carson urged Congress to cut
funding for resettlement programs whereas Donald

Jiménez visits Los Gatos

Jessica Blough
Center Editor

On Nov. 19, world famous author and past
professor at Santa Clara University Francisco
Jiménez visited LGHS to speak about his experience as an immigrant and his memoirs. Jiménez has published a total of four books about
his life as an immigrant and the challenges he
faced after arriving in the US. The event was a
collaboration between the English department and
the Spanish department.
Jiménez began his discussion by detailing his early life as an illegal immigrant. He
explained the route his family would follow each
year to find work, naming familiar locations
to LGHS students. However, Jiménez and his family
were discovered by border control when he was
in eighth grade, and his entire family was deported
back to Mexico. Jiménez based his first book, The
Circuit, on this period in his life. The Spanish version of the book is titled Cajas de Cartón, meaning cardboard boxes, to “describe [Jiménez’s] life
at the time: unstable, can collapse easily.”
Jiménez was able to return to the US legally
after being deported, at which point he returned
to high school and began pursuing a higher level
education. Breaking Through is Jiménez’s narrative
about all the obstacles he faced while in high school,
yet he was still able to overcome those challenges
through hard work. Reaching Out details Jiménez’s

experience as the first member of his family to
attend college. During that period of his life,
Jiménez learned to reach out to the people around
him for help, especially his peers. He compared
attending college to drowning, explaining that he used
his childhood experiences that had first held
him down to save himself. Jiménez’s final memoir,
Taking Hold, narrates his time at Columbia
University graduate school and his reaction
to the events taking place around him, especially
the Vietnam protests. The four books are tied
together by education, and Jiménez said writing
the books helped him find his purpose and meaning in his life.
Throughout the presentation, Jiménez continually stressed the invaluable worth of education. He explained that “education gives you
the opportunity to make a choice about the kind
of life you want to live,” and that “you can’t
imagine how much richer our world would
be if everyone had the opportunity to learn like
you.” Jiménez also encouraged the students to
be empathetic towards all immigrants. He continually called the immigrant experience the American
experience, explaining one of the reasons that
he writes as “to document an important and
integral part of the American experience.”
Jiménez then added, “My experiences were not my
own, what I was writing was really the experiences
of many people.”

A SAFE HAVEN: Bay Area opens up its gates to Syrian refugees.

Trump called accepting Syrian refugees “insane.”
When addressing reporters, the President called
out the Republican candidates who have opposed
the admittance of Syrian refugees into
the United States and did so by stating, “WhenI
hear a political leader suggesting that there
should be a religious test for which a person
who is fleeing from a wartorn country is
admitted... when some of those folks themselves come from families who benefited from
protection when they were fleeing political persecution, that is shameful. We don’t
have religious tests to our compassion.”
Although California is among the minority regarding the refugee crisis, the state
remains confident in its decision to welcome
refugees. State leaders believe shutting the
door is simply not an option, nor a solution.
(Sources: San Jose Mercury News, CNN, The Guardian, NY Times)

El Niño brings false hope
Sophie Comeau
Web Editor

Scientists predict El Niño will help alleviate the
current drought situation in California. However,
it will not erase the effects of the four year long
drought that has gripped California. “While the
precipitation outlook suggests good news for California, one season of above-average rain and snow
is unlikely to erase four years of drought,” says
Mike Halpert of National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Association (NOAA’s) Climate Prediction Center.
NOAA climatologists who study California’s
drought say precipitation would have to be about
60 inches, or 120 percent of average to completely
eliminate the drought. The last two El Niños in
1982-83 and 1997-98 each brought about 31 inches
of rain to downtown Los Angeles, so to beat the
drought, California would, essentially, need two El
Niños in one year.
Historically, El Niños have only given California
seven percent of its total water supply. So, contrary
to popular belief, El Niño will not save California
from the drought. The majority of the state’s water
actually comes from the Sierra Nevadas. Since
California has had very dry and moderate winters
the last couple of year, the snowpack has been
unusually low. Typically, after winter, all the snow
melts and runs down into reservoirs and aqueducts.
Without a large snowpack, this has not occurred in
California on a large scale. El Niño will help grow

the snowpack and bring rain, but it will not resolve
all the problems surrounding the drought.
People continue to warn others that the hype
over El Niño will not change the current drought
restrictions in California. In fact, water conservation
tactics will likely continue to be in place after this
“El Niño winter.” Even if El Niño produces more water
for California than is expected, it will not reverse
the drought immediately. It is also possible that
California could return to drought restrictions in
years to come if people do not continue to save
water now.
This El Niño will also increase the possibility
of flooding and mudslides. Due to the drought,
California has very dry and loose soil. This makes
it very dangerous when an immense amount of
rain falls, for the soil cannot absorb the rain
quickly; this is also true of the mountains. Therefore, this El Niño will not be as prosperous for
California as many people have made it seem.
(Sources: San Jose Inside, San Gabriel Valley Tribune, National Geographic, KQED)
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LACKING WATER: El Niño may not help end California’s drought.

