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by Olivia Hill
Humor Editor

Junior Heidi Leuthold leaves her house in 
Monte Sereno at 6:45 a.m. every day and makes a 
two-mile drive to Los Gatos High School, arriving at 
6:55 a.m. in order to find a coveted spot on Pleasant 
Street, often called “Sophomore Strip,” and she isn’t 
alone. The strip can be more than halfway full by 
7:00 a.m. Leuthold and the 485 other students who 
make up the junior class at Los Gatos High School 
are not allowed to park their cars in campus parking 
lots for the 2015-2016 school year, unlike the junior 
classes in years past. Hundreds of students are rush-
ing out of their houses in the morning to be able 
to park in the town’s few all-day parking spaces.

Campus parking is no longer offered to juniors 
largely due to Measure E construction, the new 
portable classrooms, and administrative efforts to 
amend the previous lack of staff parking. The work 
being done on Helm Field has forced the school to 
block several spots in the senior lot to give the 
construction site a safe zone. The cars now maintain 
a safe distance away from debris and other hazards 
related to the work being done on the football field. 
Additionally, the school’s growing population has 
surpassed the number of classrooms, so portables 
have been set up in the parking lot for classes such 
as Intro to Business, causing more student spots 
to be unavailable. Lastly, the lack of staff parking 
spaces paired with the growing staff has resulted 
in parking spots that were previously for students 
now reserved for staff parking.

Pleasant Street and Loma Alta Avenue, both of 
which offer all-day curbside parking, have become 
increasingly popular among junior drivers. Cars line 
the two roads from 7:00 in the morning until the 
two o’clock rush to get home after school. Getting 

by Madeline Hagar
Opinion Editor

During the night of Aug. 27, Santa Clara 
County District authorities spread fog through 
a portion of San Jose and Santa Clara in an 
attempt to control mosquitoes carrying West 
Nile Virus. Positive test results from several 
adult mosquitoes warranted such action. The 
fogging occurred in the area bordered by Home-
stead Road, The Alameda, Naglee Avenue, 
South Street, Los Padres Boulevard, and Sara-
toga Avenue. During the treatment, officials 
requested that residents remain indoors with 
their windows closed. The District ensured that 
the trucks releasing Zenivex E4-infused mist 
were following protocol and that the low doses 
posed no danger to people’s health. 

Several factors that influence West Nile 
virus are the climate, the numbers, and types 
of birds and mosquitoes in a region. Some even 
suspect the drought is at fault. They argue 
that the scarce availability of water is caus-
ing more mosquitoes to come in contact with  

by Hyuntae Byun
Editor-in-Chief 

While students were hitting the beach and 
vacationing with family over the summer, the 
school administration has been busy at work 
carrying out the next stage of Measure E.

The Los Gatos-Saratoga Union High School 
District has been working in close association 
with the Division of State Architects (DSA), 
which is the California state agency that reviews 
and approves construction on school campuses 
in order to ensure compliance with state build-
ing codes. The DSA has slowed the progress of 
certain projects, which means that some of the 
field-related projects are falling behind their 
original scheduled dates. To resolve this, the 
school board is coordinating with construction 
crews and project supervisors to try to make up 
for any lost time.

One of the school’s main summer projects 
has been the conversion of Helm Field from 
grass to artificial turf in preparation for the 
first football game. The first home conference 
game will be on Sept. 25. So far, the school is 
on track to finish work by Sept. 15.

The school is also working to update its 
baseball and multi-use fields, but is a week 
or so behind schedule. The current updating 
process is currently scheduled to be completed 
by Oct. 8, but was supposed to be finished by 

by Shreya Koushik
Sports Editor

A new ordinance drafted by the Los Gatos Youth 
Commission and passed by the Los Gatos Town 
Council “regulates electronic smoking devices in the 
same way as traditional tobacco products.”  The ordi-
nance passed on April 24. Any future anti-tobacco 
laws passed by the state and federal governments 
will automatically apply to e-cigarettes, and all 
existing laws regarding tobacco now also apply to 
e-cigarettes.

A study conducted by the FDA in 2014 found 
that 2.4 million high school and middle school 
students have used e-cigarettes. The same study 
showed that 1.6 million of these students regularly 
smoke hookahs, cigarettes, and cigars. The human 
brain is most vulnerable to damage during adoles-
cence. Nicotine is a drug that is highly addictive 
and can cause acute toxicity; it elevates the risk of 
permanent brain damage. 

Youth commissioner and LGHS senior Anne 
Zepecki commented on the process of working 
on this new law, saying that “This was the Youth 
Commission’s first time getting involved with the 
actual laws and policies of Los Gatos, and we hope 
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MOSQUITOS: The virus is affecting many people in the area.

VAPING: E-cigarettes, such as this, are now treated as cigarettes.

BUG SPRAY:  P eople apply spray to fend off the bugs.

WORK IN PROGRESS: The football field and track are getting reconstructed and will be ready for the first home game on Sept. 25. 

SOPHOMORE STRIP: Juniors are now having to park in other areas.

a parking spot isn’t impossible; Los Gatos offers 
two free, all-day parking lots within 0.6 miles from 
school. The closer of the two is located between 
Gina’s Shop and Lorenzini on East Main Street, 
near the Los Gatos Coffee Roasting Company. The 
other is located off of South Main Street next to 
the Post Office.

Juniors looking to get a parking permit for 
campus parking may apply by filling out a form 
explaining the circumstances necessitating the need 
to drive to school. Permits have been granted to 
students who live in the Santa Cruz Mountains off 
of 17 Highway and those in positions of hardship. 
Forms are located in the Attendance Office.

Juniors face parking crisis

that the action we took last year to become more 
involved in town legislature will set a precedent for 
the future of the Commission.”

There is a California state law that bans the sale 
of electronic cigarettes to minors, yet e-cigarettes 
have found their way into the hands of many teens. 
These battery-operated devices provide nicotine, 
flavor, and other harmful substances, which are 
inhaled by the user. The vaping industry has started 
to target high school students, who do not realize 
how harmful electronic cigarettes are. Though they 
don’t contain tobacco, as traditional cigarettes 
do, e-cigarettes are composed of “vape,” which is 
made up of at least ten chemicals that are listed 
as carcinogens. 

The Youth Commission, comprised of high school 
students from around the area, worked for six 
months to get this ordinance written and passed. 
Zepecki added, “The process of working on writing 
the Staff Report and identifying how to amend the 
ordinance was very interesting and informative for 
myself and the rest of the members of the subcom-
mittee working on this project. We got the chance 
to work with Detective Jamie Field and the town 
attorney, Robert Schultz, while learning how to 
write up legal documents.” 

Before this ordinance passed, there were no 
warning labels on electronic cigarettes in Los Gatos. 
The penalties for violating the newly enforced  
laws include a 100 dollar fine and a write-up for 
the infraction. 
(Sources: Council Agenda Report, San Jose  
Mercury News)

LG changes vaping laws

CIGARETTES: Anti-tobacco laws are now applied to e-cigarettes .

the end of August. The updates have been stalled 
by utility issues and a paucity of acceptable soil 
for the fields.

At the same time, the school is working to 
implement the next phase of its renovations. 
District administrators are collaborating with 
the firm HMC Architects to come up with some 
mockups and early plans. 

Over the summer, HMC created schematic 
designs for the new classroom and music build-
ings, which will eventually be built over the cur-
rent maintenance yard and former Junior parking 
lot area. To accommodate the new buildings, 
the school is also working on implementing its 
maintenance relocation project.

Of course, LGHS is not the only school to bene-
fit from the Measure E funds. Saratoga High School 
is currently renovating its softball and multi-use 
fields; work is scheduled to be completed before 
November in anticipation of the softball season.

Saratoga is also receiving a new music building, 
and its design was submitted to the DSA already. 
The district estimates that the entire process  
will include a 5-month review period and an 
18-month construction timeline, with construc-
tion expected to be completed by June 2017. To 
accommodate these new changes, Saratoga is in 
the process of demolishing Building H in order 
to make room.
(Sources: LGSUHSD, Patch, SJ Mercury News)

E construction continues

each other, which could increase the likelihood 
of transmission. 

The virus affects humans, squirrels, horses, 
and some types of birds. West Nile Virus is mos-
quito-borne and transmitted through mosquito 
bites. According to Santa Clara County Vector 
Control District, “it causes mild to severe flu-like 
symptoms such as fever, headache, body ache, 
and in severe cases, significant neurological 
symptoms or even deaths.” However, most people 
who contract West Nile experience no symptoms 
and completely recover. 

There are many preventative measures people 
can employ to limit their chances of exposure. 
An easy solution is to apply insect repellant 
containing active ingredients like DEET, picari-
din, and eucalyptus oil to prevent bites. People 
can also wear long sleeves and pants at dawn 
and dusk, the most active times for mosquitoes. 
Drain all sources of standing water in order to 
reduce the number of mosquitoes near homes. 
This includes flower pots, ponds, and buckets, 
for they are breeding grounds for mosquitos. 
Lastly, contact the Santa Clara County Vector 
Control District if you notice any breeding 
activity or have any questions and concerns.  
(Sources: Mercury News, NBC, Santa Clara County 
Vector Control District)

Mosquitos circulate virus

CONSTRUCTION: Renovation is limiting parking for students at LGHS.

LIMITED PARKING: Available spaces around campus are few.
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