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Levi’s plans for Super Bowl
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by Jordan Evans
People Editor

The start of 2016 brought a new law to the 
county of Santa Clara declaring that the mini-
mum age for the purchase of tobacco products 
be increased from 18 to 21 years old. All tobacco 
products, including cigarettes, cigars, and e-cigs, 
are encompassed in this ordinance. The county 
Board of Supervisors unanimously passed the law 
in June 2015, but it implemented the decree on 
Jan. 1, 2016.

by Jessica Blough
Center Editor 

On Jan. 11, the NFL began laying the 75,000 square 
feet of grass necessary for the 50th Super Bowl, hosted 
by Levi’s Stadium. The event, which will take place on 
Feb. 7, is expected to draw up to one million tourists 
to the Bay Area. Levi’s Stadium and the city of San 
Francisco have set up a variety of events and attractions 
for locals and visitors alike. 

 

by Dakota Rogers
Editorial Editor

There has been a crackdown on crime in 
San Francisco, and another major criminal 
has been taken off the streets. On Friday, 
Jan. 8, former Chinatown mob boss Raymond 
“Shrimp Boy” Chow was found guilty on 162 
counts, including racketeering and murder. 
Chow was caught after a five year undercover 
operation along with former California state 
senator Leland Yee. In total, 29 people were 
arrested in the FBI operation for their con-
nection to the Chinatown crime organization 
Ghee Kung Tong.

Gang leader found guilty

Workers enslaved in Toga

by Abbigale Berry
Web Editor

On Monday Jan. 18, protesters completely 
blocked Bay Bridge westbound traffic in an  
effort to “restore the legacy of Martin Luther King  
Jr.” The blockade occurred across the five-lane  
highway around 4 pm near Treasure Island in  
San Francisco. 

Twenty-five protesters flooded from several cars, 
pulling chains to connect themselves to each other 
and each of their cars. They stood holding signs, 
chanting, and singing, stipulating the “investment 
in the wellbeing of black people.” The protesting 
organizations included Black.Seed, Black Queer 
Liberation, and the Anti Police-Terror Project. The 
groups specified demands of the resignation of the 
Oakland mayor Libby Schaaf, termination of San 
Francisco and Oakland police chiefs, as well as the 
cops involved in racial shooting cases. 

Protesters barricade the Bay Bridge on MLK Monday
According to CHP, within half an hour three 

lanes had been cleared, but the massive backups 
continued. The protesters were arrested and their 
cars impounded. Highway patrol anticipated the 
protesters and had staged themselves close by, but 
were not ready for such a  serious incident across 
the Bay Bridge. An off-ramp to interstate 80 had 
also been shutdown by protesters but was not as 
easily reopened. 

Black.Seed quickly responded to the arrests by 
creating an Indiegogo fund to provide money for 
their members’ bail. The website reads, “We shut 
down the bridge because we are tired of watch-
ing our family, friends and loved ones harassed, 
assaulted, wrongfully criminalized, and killed by 
police.” The posted goal was 7,200 dollars, but 
within 16 hours they had raised 10,023 dollars. The 
group is backed by a diverse group of professionals 
with degrees from Cal, Stanford, and USF.

The aggressive protest was motivated by recent 
police brutality, not just the MLK movement. In 
early December, Mario Woods was suspected of 
stabbing someone in his community. Woods was 
in possession of a knife and when confronted 
and surrounded by 10 San Francisco officers was 
shot and killed. The US Department of Justice has 
been contacted to begin an investigation into 
 the incident.

The MLK protest didn’t just occur in the 
Bay Area, but also in over 20 cities nation-
wide. The Black Lives Matter campaign began  
in Cleveland, Ohio, and demands both afford- 
able housing for all races as well as fair  
treatment by the police force and financial support  
from the government. It is a rebirth of 
the 1960s civil rights movement and is now 
expanding to races beyond African-American.  
(Sources: CBS SF Bay, The Guardian, Vocativ)

by Olivia Hill
Humor Editor

Following a months-long investigation, three 
San Jose residents were arrested on Nov. 15 on 
evidence of labor exploitation. Police received 
reports of alleged indentured servitude in July 
of 2015 and searched the Saratoga businesses 
TapaOle on Cox Avenue and Utopik Salon on 
Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road, both of which have 
been shut down since the arrest. Three human 
trafficking victims and three wage theft victims 
have been rescued and are receiving assistance 
from the non-profit South Bay Coalition to End 
Human Trafficking. The suspects, Pedro Barea-
Riva, 44, his wife Esther Narbona-Sanchez, 44, 
and their business manager and owner of of 
TapaOle, Paulino O’Farrill, 47, are being held in 
the county jail without bail.

It is thought that the workers were recruited 
from Spain and were then enslaved starting in 
2011. According to the prosecutor, there are at 

County passes smoking law
least 15 more potential victims. The suspects alleg-
edly took advantage of the workers’ lack of English 
speaking skills and unfamiliarity with American 
laws by paying them little to nothing. One person 
was forced to sleep in a coffin-sized room with the 
lights on all night, and another worked for nine 
hours without food. A victim who wished to go 
unnamed stated, “I was in the salon 10 to 7, then 
to the restaurant to work until they close until 11 
or 12; long hours, no pay.”

Barea-Riva, Narbona-Sanchez, and O’Farrill have 
been charged with three counts of human traffick-
ing and one count of wage theft and face up to ten 
years in prison if they are convicted. 

The task force that arrested the threesome is 
made up of investigators from the sheriff’s and 
district attorney’s offices and an agent from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Sgt. James Jensen 
said, “We’re still looking into how they [the victims] 
were forced or why they were in debt to the people 
that ran those businesses.” The Board of Supervisors 
has spent one million dollars to fund the task force.

While these crimes are unusual, human traffick-
ing is not foreign to the Bay Area because the area’s 
diversity allows victims to hide “in plain sight.” It is 
estimated that 40 percent of the human trafficking 
activities on the West Coast come through Bay Area 
airports. With the Super Bowl 50 coming to Santa 
Clara, many suspect that there will be a spike in 
human trafficking in the county.

Anyone with information about the Saratoga 
case or other cases in Santa Clara County can call 
the task force at (408) 918-4960.
(Sources: CBS SF Bay Area, San Jose Mercury News)

GETTING READY: Levi’s stadium is being set up for the big game.

TAPAOLE: The Spanish restaurant served “Tapas,” or appetizers. FUMES: Incorporated stores are not required to follow the law.

UP IN SMOKE: The buying age was increased from 18 to 21.

All photos courtesy Wikimedia Commons

METALLICA: The rock band will be performing at the celebration.

CHINATOWN: Mob boss of Ghee Kung Tong, Raymond Chow, was recently caught by the police in Chinatown.

SPEAKING UP: Protesters in SF fought for black equality on Monday.

Anyone hoping to travel to San Francisco in the 
next few weeks should be wary of street closures that 
will increase traffic and decrease available parking. 
Super Bowl City will open up in front of the Ferry 
Building from Jan. 30 to Feb. 7. To set up, host, and 
clean up after this event, the Embarcadero southbound, 
Washington Street to Don Chee Way; Market Street east 
of Beale/Davis Streets; and Steuart Street from Market 
to Don Chee Way will be closed to motor vehicles and 
bicycles. These closures begin Jan. 23 and end Feb. 12. 
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
encourages everyone hoping to visit Super Bowl City 
to arrive by foot, bike, or public transit. Muni will run 
more often to accommodate the huge but brief popu-
lation increase, but it will not run to E-Embarcadero.

A plethora of events will take place in the Bay Area 
to get locals and guests excited for the big game. Super 
Bowl Opening Night Fueled by Gatorade begins on the 
evening of Feb. 1, replacing the traditional Media Day 

held the Tuesday before the Super Bowl. Fans can 
buy tickets to the event at the SAP Center and watch 
interviews of their favorite players, along with musi-
cal and cheerleader performances. Music and football 
will come together at the Davies Symphony Hall on 
Feb. 3-4. The San Francisco Symphony will play a live 
accompaniment to a montage of several NFL docu-
mentaries. The event is hosted by NFL Hall of Fame 
running back Marcus Allen and includes music by 
composers David Robidoux, Thomas Hedden, and Sam 
Spence. The evening before the Super Bowl, heavy 
metal band Metallica will put on a show in AT&T Park 
via CBS Radio’s The Night Before. The opening act is 
alternative rock band Cage the Elephant.

Additionally, because human trafficking in the 
United States peaks during the Super Bowl, the 
city of San Francisco and Levi’s Stadium have taken 
several steps to provide awareness and reduce traf-
ficking during the event. On May 9, Levi’s Stadium 
hosted Freedom Summit 2015, America’s largest 
community-based anti-human trafficking event. 
Experts, survivors, motivational speakers, musicians, 
and athletes gathered together to discuss the steps 
the city and the stadium should take against human 
trafficking, especially as the Super Bowl draws closer.  
(Sources: ABC7News, SFBaySuperBowl.com, Bill-
board, SFMTA)

Advocates explained that 95 percent of smok-
ers begin the habit before age 21, and 90 percent 
of tobacco users start before they turn 19. Further 
analysis shows teenagers are more likely to social-
ize with 18-year-olds than 21-year-olds, helping 
the younger population avoid those who can buy 
tobacco and nicotine for them.

This new law affects 17 unincorporated stores 
in the 15 towns that make up Santa Clara County. 
Unincorporated stores are those are do not belong 
to chain or larger company; therefore, this law 
does not affect businesses like 7-Eleven and Wal-

greens because they are incorporated. This is the 
first county in the state of California to raise the 
tobacco age limit to 21; however, 115 governmental 
systems in America, including the cities of Boston, 
Cleveland, and New York City and the state of 
Hawaii, have taken comparable measures as well.

Ken Yeager, the board member who proposed 
the ordinance in May of last year, stated that “Our 
county continues to be a national leader in protect-
ing the health of our residents, particularly our 
children and youth, from the harms of tobacco.”

Stores who do not cooperate with this law will 
face a 100 dollar fine for the first infraction, 200 
dollars for the second during the same year, and 
500 dollars for following ones. The store may also 
have its retailer’s permit temporarily withdrawn for 
a maximum of 30 days for the first infraction, 90 
days for the second, and one year for following ones 
if they all happen within 24 months of each other.
(Sources: San Jose Mercury News, KTVU News)

On the day of the trial, he happily greeted 
his team of defense attorneys before sitting 
and hearing he was found guilty on all counts. 
The long investigation began years ago in an 
undercover FBI sting operation, where one 
agent acted as a dirty East Coast businessman 
with mafia ties. The FBI agent infiltrated 
Chow’s group and helped the FBI round up 
and convict a large number of members 
who had been participating in a variety of 
illegal activities such as drug trafficking and  
money laundering. 

After his release from prison in 2003, 
Chow claimed to have turned his life around 

through meditation and was also writing a 
biography, but he actually returned to lead the 
group known as Ghee Kung Tong. The group 
Chow led is a major brotherhood turned-crime 
organization in San Francisco’s Chinatown. 
Chow and the group have been under watch by 
the FBI since his release, and the government 
claims Chow’s organization has both a legiti-
mate and criminal side. This tong, or  family 
association, is one of many active groups in  
Chinatown, a popular tourist attraction in the  
San Francisco.

Chow’s trial was separated from those of the 
other defendants, and just preceding his trial, 

both Yee and former school board president 
Keith Jackson pleaded guilty. Additionally, 
right before Chow’s trial opened, charges of 
murder and murder conspiracy were tacked on  
to his case. Upon Chow’s final day of court, 
the 52-year-old mobster appealed to the 
jurors one final time, but apparently none 
took his honorable story of reform seri-
ously, as he was found guilty on all charges 
and will most likely spend the remain-
der of his life in prison. Chow has plans  
to appeal the ruling, and is set for sentencing 
on March 23. 
(Sources: San Francisco Examiner, USA Today)


