Page 4

• Democrats
clash
• Subway
settles suit

National

El Gato • Friday, November 6, 2015 • Los Gatos High School • www.elgatonews.com

Democrats take center stage in debate and Benghazi hearing
by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief
On Oct. 13, the Democratic candidates discussed gun control,
marijuana decriminalization, foreign policies, and more. CNN hosted
the debate in Las Vegas, where popular candidates Hillary Clinton and
Bernie Sanders went head-to-head for the first time. Donald Trump
predicted that the debate would be “two very boring hours;” however,
the program broke the record for most-watched Democratic primary
debate with 15.3 million viewers.
Many of the candidates boasted about their long-standing support
of gun control, gay marriage, and increased minimum wage. Clinton,
who only started to show full support for the LGBT community in
2013, addressed her changing views saying, “Like most human beings,
including those of us who run for office, I do absorb new information,
I do look at what’s happening in the world.” She deflected attention
from her track record by questioning Sanders’ past opposition to the
1993 Brady Act, legislation that would impose background checks
and waiting periods for those buying guns. Sanders responded by
acknowledging the nation’s gun crisis and confirming his support for
future gun control.
After Clinton was questioned about her private email, Sanders
exclaimed “enough of the emails, let’s talk about the real issues facing
America!” Clinton shook Sanders’ hand and Trump praised Sanders’

move via Twitter. Before the debate, Clinton lead polls at 48.1 percent,
with Sanders on her tail at 25.1 percent, according to Huffington Post.
As of Oct. 28, Clinton is still ahead with 55.4 percent, while Sanders
continues to fall behind at 26.4 percent.
On Oct. 22, Clinton had an 11 hour hearing regarding the Benghazi
embassy terrorist attack. The Select Committee on Benghazi threatened Clinton’s tenure, at the time, as Secretary of State because of
her encouragement of intervention in Libya, management of embassy
security, and private email server that held classified government
information. After the hearing, Clinton’s team took to Facebook to
show how she “won” the hearing: “Hillary has been testifying at the

DEMOCRATIC DEBATE: Sanders and Clinton butted heads during the televised debate.

UNDER PRESSURE: Hillary defended her role during the attack in an 11-hour hearing.

House Select Committee on Benghazi for hours, and what have we
learned? That she was a Secretary of State devoted to upholding our
nation’s values abroad, practicing smart foreign policy, and keeping
our diplomats as safe as possible.”
After Joe Biden made appearances in Iowa, South Carolina, and New
Hampshire earlier this year, many speculated he would announce his
presidential campaign. Despite polling at 23 percent, on Oct. 25, Biden
told CNN that he would not run for the presidency because he did not
think he could win, stating “If I thought we could’ve put together the
campaign that our supporters deserve and our contributors deserved,
I would have gone ahead and done it.”
(Sources: Huffington Post, CNN, Time, The Atlantic, NBC)

Subway settles sandwich case

Flowing water found on Mars

by Abbigale Berry
Web Editor
Subway, which is branded as a healthier alternative to fast food, has addressed a lawsuit accusing
the business of false advertising. Subway has long
been the home of the iconic five dollar footlong,
but in 2013, Australian Matt Corby’s photo measuring a Subway footlong to be 11 inches prompted
lawsuits. Following the viral post, a few New Jersey
men challenged the company with their alarming
sandwich measurements.

by Sarah Sullivan
Culture Editor
NASA’s search for extraterrestrial life has led to
yet another amazing discovery that could promise
signs of life on other planets. For the first time,
NASA has discovered concrete proof that there is,
in fact, running water on Mars.
This discovery is only the most recent development in NASA’s search for water on Mars. The
possibility of water on Mars has been suspected
since the 17th century, when Italian astronomer
Giovanni Schiaparelli observed streaks on Mars’
surface. Schiaparelli named these streaks “canali,”
which translates to channels in English. Over time,
it has been argued that the shapes on Mars were
channels of running water and polar ice caps.
Interest in Mars again piqued in the late 1960s
when the technology used to build telescopes was
improved, allowing for higher quality images of
Mars’ canals. Scientists began to shift and develop
their theories, and some believed that the channels
did not contain water but frozen carbon dioxide,
the main component in Mars’ atmosphere. In 1972,
the Viking 2 mission revealed that frozen water
did exist on Mars’ north pole and that much more
water existed on Mars than previously thought. In
2000, Mars Global Surveyor sent evidence that some
shapes on Mars may have been lake beds millions
of years ago.
On Sept. 28, the most recent and strongest
evidence of flowing water on Mars was released by
NASA. Traces of salt were found in several of the
channels. The discovery of salt is an important
development in the the possibility of the presence
of water. NASA explains that “the hydrated salts
would lower the freezing point of a liquid brine,
just as salt on roads here on Earth causes ice and
snow to melt more rapidly. Scientists say it’s likely
a shallow subsurface flow, with enough water
wicking to the surface to explain the darkening.”

disclaimer, similar to what McDonald’s does with
its Quarter Pounder.”
Subway’s immediate response challenged
the accuracy of the measurement. The company
stated that the bread is freshly baked in each of
their restaurants and that variations will occur.
Subway also voiced that the trademark “Subway
Footlong” is a description, not necessarily an
accurate measurement.
Two years have passed since these lawsuits
were filed against the sandwich company. The class
action lawsuit ended in a settlement, released on
Oct. 24, with the company promising to measure
all six-inch and footlong subs before selling them.
The Milford, Connecticut-based chain has also
agreed to complying to inspections to ensure that
their restaurants are following the new rules. The
agreement forced Subway to pay 1,000 dollars in
compensation to cover over 500,000 dollars in
expenses. The final approval is scheduled for Jan.
15, 2016.
(Sources: RT, Observer News, ABC News)

FOOTLONG: The sandwich has been a focus of the Subway menu.

Back in November of 2013, a New Jersey man,
Jason Leslie, sued Subway for a discrepancy in
length. According to Leslie, the sandwiches range
from being a half an inch to an inch off of the
one foot mark. Soon after Leslie filed his suit,
Charles Pendrak and John Farley, represented
by Stephen DeNittis, sued the sandwich chain.
DeNittis described the issue as simply the lack of
a disclaimer that the name “footlong” does not
necessarily refer to its actual length. He hired an
investigator to measure 17 sandwiches which all
came up under the foot-long mark. He proposed
that, “either get [Subway] to sell sandwiches
that are foot long, or get them to put up a

SANDWICH SETTLEMENT: Subway settled the lawsuit in October.

However, when the channels were smaller, no salt
was found. Lujendra Ojha of the Georgia Institute
of Technology, who co-authored the report of the
findings, states “we found the hydrated salts only
when the seasonal features were widest, which
suggests that either the dark streaks themselves
or a process that forms them is the source of the
hydration. In either case, the detection of hydrated
salts on these slopes means that water plays a vital
role in the formation of these streaks.”
Ohja also believes that the salt may be hydrated
minerals called perchlorates. If they are, the salts
would be a combination of magnesium perchlorate,
magnesium chlorate, and sodium perchlorate. These
perchlorates would have an important impact on
the presence of water on Mars, as some perchlorates are able to keep liquids from freezing, even
in negative 94 degree celsius temperatures. This
would fit well with Mars’ environment, which is
incredibly cold.
Although there are still great strides to be made
in the search for water on Mars, these traces of salt
are promising evidence of its presence. “Mars is not
the dry arid planet that we thought of in the past,”
says Jim Green, the director of planetary science at
NASA Headquarters. “Under certain circumstances,
liquid water has been found on Mars.”
(Sources: NASA, TIME magazine)

WATER ON MARS: NASA researchers found evidence of liquid water.

Paul Ryan takes over as Speaker after John Boehner’s resignation
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor
On Thurs., Oct. 29, the House of Representatives officially elected
Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan as the Speaker of the House. Ryan was
nominated the day before following much encouragement from the
Republican Party to run for the position. His nomination followed previous Speaker of the House John Boehner’s resignation in September.
Boehner, elected to the position in 2011, originally planned to step
down at the end of last year; however, he decided to prolong his tenure
“to provide continuity to the Republican Conference and the House.”
Boehner was known to compromise with Democrats, which fostered
discord within the Republican Party. On the day of his resignation,
Sept. 25, he told a press conference that he believed that “prolonged
leadership turmoil would do irreparable damage to the institution.”
Boehner’s resignation came as a surprise to many and, therefore,
left the Republican Party desperate to find new leadership. At first,
House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy was the expected frontrunner
in the race. McCarthy announced his candidacy soon after Boehner
resigned but unexpectedly pulled out of the race on Oct. 8 as the
House was preparing to vote.
On Oct. 22, Ryan officially announced his bid for Speaker of the
House after gaining support from a large proportion of the Republican
Party. The congressman, the youngest to assume the role of Speaker
since 1869, has already had an impressive political career. He has

been a member of Congress for the past nine years. Ryan was also
Mitt Romney’s running mate during the 2012 presidential election.
Before Ryan agreed to run, he laid out a set of conditions under
which he would announce his bid. The most notable is that he refuses
to sacrifice family time while in office. Ryan explained, “family commitment comes first.” He went on to say, “I considered to [run] with
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BIG SHOES TO FILL: Paul Ryan will have to lead a polarized Congress and a split party.

reluctance… I genuinely worry about the consequences my agreeing
to serve will have on [my children].” This stipulation was unusual
coming from a government official and even more so from a man. Many
are crediting Ryan with setting the stage for a more equal work-life
balance in the future.
Ryan garnered 236 out of 432 votes on Oct. 29 and was sworn in
later that day. In an address to the House of Representatives after
his election, he said, “We are not solving problems; we are adding to
them. I am not interested in laying blame. We are not settling scores.
We are wiping the slate clean. Neither the members nor the people are
satisfied with how things are going. We need to make some changes,
starting with how the House does business.” Many hope and predict
Ryan will be the force that unites the currently divided Republican
Party and House of Representatives.
Even Representative McCarthy was optimistic about Ryan assuming
the role of Speaker of the House, saying, “The future looks brighter…
The whole conference is united. And when we’re united, we can
accomplish big things.”
Before Boehner left, he reached a fiscal agreement with President
Obama to increase government spending by 80 billion dollars through
2017 and raise the federal debt limit. While many hardline conservatives
were not pleased with this decision, it will leave Ryan with one less
job to do as he steps into his new role.
(Sources: CNN, NPR, Washington Post, ABC News)

