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by Camille Fowler
Web Editor

The Supreme Court case Obergefell v. Hodges marked a milestone 
for the gay community, as it legalized gay marriage across the United 
States. However, in recent months, multiple conservative states in the 
South have passed bills that allow refusal of service to transgender 
and gay people. These bills implicitly show that the LGBT community 
still must fight for its constitutional, inalienable rights.

In March, Mississippi passed a law allowing store owners, religiously 
affiliated institutions, and certain private health care providers to 
refuse service on the basis of religious belief. In practice, that would 
allow a predominantly Christian health clinic to refuse service to a 
gay couple due to conflicting beliefs regarding gay marriage. Governor 

Phil Bryant headed the campaign for this bill, which quickly caused 
an uproar from the LGBT community. Protesters marched outside of 
Bryant’s mansion to fight against this discriminatory bill, and the anger 
quickly spread like wildfire throughout the nation.

Before Mississippi passed a religious freedom bill, North Carolina 
passed a bill allowing refusal of service to transgender people due 
to religious beliefs. Large American companies such as PayPal have 
reacted to these laws. After the bill was activated, Paypal retracted its 
3.6 million dollar investment in the state after the discriminatory law 
was passed. The film company Lionsgate is also considering following 
suit in light of these events. 

Indiana, where another religious freedom bill was passed, was 
also scheduled to host the Final Four, one of the most popular NCAA 
basketball tournaments in the nation, but soon after the bill was 
passed thousands of basketball fans expressed their plans to boycott 
the event until Indiana revoked it. Not long after, Indiana officials 
amended the bill to protect the rights of gay and transgender people. 

Georgia governor Nathan Deal vetoed a religious freedom bill after 
receiving warnings from big-name companies such as Disney and Apple, 
which threatened to pull their investments in the state.

In addition to businesses, other states have also showed their 
contempt towards discrimination in governments. The governor of 
New York passed bills in response to North Carolina and Mississippi, 

Anti-LGBT laws pass in southern US despite corporate backlash

by Lark Breen
Culture Editor

Following Antonin Scalia’s death in February, the eight 
remaining justices of the Supreme Court are split: four liberals 
and four conservatives. With no ninth vote to break deadlocked 
decisions, many cases reaching the federal court have stagnated. 
On Mar. 29, 2016, the court split on the subject of union wages 
in the case Friedrichs v. California Teachers Association.

The case, which was under dispute at the time of Scalia’s 
death, involves the constitutionality of public-sector unions 
collecting agency fees from workers who refuse to participate 
in union activities. The four conservative justices, Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts, Jr. and Justices Anthony M. Kennedy, Clarence 
Thomas, and Samuel Anthony Alito, Jr., moved to allow refusal 
to pay union dues; with Scalia’s vote, their ruling would have 
become law.

However, with Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Sonia Soto-
mayor, Elena Kagan, and Stephen G. Breyer standing their 
ground on the liberal side, the court was split. The official 
ruling of the court states, “The judgement is affirmed by an 
equally divided court.” This means that the ruling of the lower 
court holds, and the 22 states that allow public-sector unions 
to require agency fees for all workers will continue to do so.

On the day of the decision, Eric C. Heins, the president 
of the California Teachers Association, stated “The Supreme 
Court today rejected a political ploy by the wealthy corporate 
special interests backing this case. Now it’s time for senators 
to do their job and appoint a successor justice to the highest 
court in our land.” Although Heins is ready to look forward, 
many argue that a rehearing is necessary. On Apr. 8, the Center 
for Individual Rights petitioned for a rehearing when a ninth 
justice is confirmed. Either way, many, especially Democrats, 
agree that the best possible course of action for the future 
would be to appoint a ninth Justice.

The 4-4 decision in Friedrich v. California Teachers Associ-
ation is the second deadlock since Scalia’s death and will not 
be the last. On the issue of immigration reform, the court is 
divided. Congress failed to pass a law to deal with the thou-
sands of illegal immigrants, leading to Obama’s plan to defer 
deportation and a suit brought by Texas and other states that 
has just reached the Supreme Court. The justices appear to be 
at yet another stalemate oral arguments on Apr. 18.

Meanwhile, the Senate continues to block Obama’s nom-
ination of Merrick B. Garland to the ninth spot on the  
Supreme Court.
(Sources: New York Times, Chicago Tribune, NPR, Supreme Court)

Unions get victory

ENCUMBERED COURT: The Court can’t settle 4-4 ties with eight members.
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banning nonessential state travel to either state in protest of the laws. 
He also threatened to do the same to other states that pass legislation 
similar to those of North Carolina and Mississippi.

The widespread anti-LGBT sentimentality in southern state gov-
ernments has caused huge controversy, and the states will be forced 
to deal with the uproar over their new discriminatory laws. The liberal 
portions of America are fighting back against anti-LGBT proceedings 
in southern states, and giants of equality such as the Human Rights 
Campaign have not ceased to protest the unconstitutional correspon-
dence of church and state.
(Sources: CNN, Newsweek, The Washington Post, Time Mag)

VETO: Governor Nathan Deal vetoed an anti-LGBT bill after corporate pressure.

courtesy youtube

Tesla Motors reveals new affordable model
by Jack Zukin
World Editor

Tesla recently introduced its newest car with the announcement 
of the highly anticipated Model 3. Tesla’s stock rose impressively after 
pre-order numbers were released, which account for 300,000 units for 
the new model. To put this number in perspective, the highest-selling 
car last year was the Toyota Camry, selling to the tune of 361,000 units.

Although this number is fairly impressive, the question lies in 
whether a company that only sold 51,000 cars last year can keep up 
with the demand. Tesla’s CEO and founder, Elon Musk, does not see 
an issue with those numbers, saying that Gigafactory has the supply 
output to produce 500,000 vehicles this year. And if anyone knows 
anything, it’s to not bet against Elon Musk.

The car itself is revolutionary in both its affordability and techno-
logical specifications. Initial pricing predictions range anywhere from 
30,000 dollars to 40,000 dollars, much cheaper than the firm’s more 
luxurious Model X and Model S. Additionally, the car’s battery will 
have a minimum life of 215 miles, which is much longer than most 
of its competitors’ battery lives such as the Nissan Leaf’s 155 mile 
range. The Model 3 will come with two different drivetrain options: 
a cheaper rear-wheel-drive version and a more expensive four-wheel-
drive version. As for the car’s power, which has generally been kept 

FBI unlocks iPhone without help of Apple
by Sophie Comeau
Web Editor 

The fight between Apple Inc. and the Federal Investigation Bureau 
over one of the San Bernadino shooter’s phones has come to an end. 
The week of Mar. 27, the FBI announced that it was able to use a 
private contractor to unlock the iPhone and that the help of Apple 
was no longer needed.

“Our decision to conclude the litigation was based solely on the 
fact that, with the recent assistance of a third party, we are now able 
to unlock that iPhone without compromising any information on the 
phone,” US Attorney Eileen M. Decker said in a statement, adding 
that the investigation will continue to ensure that all of the evidence 
related to this terrorist attack is collected. 

The government was trying to force Apple to build a back door 

HIGH DEMAND: Tesla has received more than 300,000 pre-orders for the Model 3.

courtesy wikimedia commons

SHOOTER’S PHONE: Syed Farook did not contact anyone during the shooting.
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under wraps, Elektrek reports that the base level car will accelerate 
from 0-60 in just under six seconds, while the all-wheel-drive option 
will accelerate from 0-60 in around four and a half seconds.

In terms of the car’s aesthetics, the sedan exterior resembles that 
of the classic Model S. The most in-depth public viewing of the interior 
was during the car’s first reveal event, which displayed a minimalistic 
look with no dashboard, only a large centrally mounted screen. The 
next reveal will most likely come with an entirely different interior and 
a heavy HUD interface focus, but all anyone really knows is what Musk 
is telling us and in his words, the interior will “look like a spaceship.”

This car will allow people to buy a relatively affordable luxury 
sports car that is also energy efficient. Its massive production and 
impressive pre-order numbers are enough evidence of the precedent 
that Tesla Motors Inc. is setting for “green” cars and the consumers 
that purchase them. This is a big step in the right direction for the 
auto industry away from gas guzzlers, and hopefully Tesla will challenge 
its competitors with this move.
(Sources: Business Insider, Motley Fool, Tampa Bay Review)

VISIONARY: Tesla CEO Elon Musk wants to reduce the cost of electric vehicles.
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PROPONENT: Mississippi governor Phil Bryant supported and signed the bill.
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to Apple’s iCloud service to retrieve information that the FBI had 
unintentionally locked while trying to retrieve information off of 
Syed Farook’s phone. 

Apple did not want to provide a “backdoor” to the government, 
saying that it would allow easier access for hackers and establish a 
new precedent of ignoring basic civil liberties and the right to privacy. 
The FBI was attempting to force Apple to hack into its own system.  
Apple refused, saying it is starting to develop another, more difficult 
system to prevent hackers from obtaining information.

However, the government found a third party that was able to 
unlock the phone without damaging any information. It was subse-
quently revealed by FBI Director James Comey that the FBI paid for 
the tool, and other reports suggested hackers siding with the FBI 
helped with the crack.

With the information obtained on the iPhone, the FBI was able to 
determine that Farook did not make contact with anyone else during 
the 18 minutes of the attack.

Now Apple is claiming that the government has to give Apple the 
“tool” they used to hack into the system. “We may be in a situation 
where, if the government does decide it wants to disclose this vul-
nerability, it may have to figure out how it can legally do that,” said 
Robert Knake, former director of cybersecurity policy for the National 
Security Council in the Obama administration. “Does it have the right 
to disclose that or are those rights held by the company that discovered 
the vulnerability in the first place?”

This series of events is setting precedents for future and on-going 
cases and creating a new chapter in the battle between national 
security and personal privacy. 
(Sources: NPR, Fortune, New York Times)


