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Students need to understand the school budget and spending plan

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30

STEM Awards

AP Testing
-Chemistry

-Environmental 
Science

-Psychology

Senior Panorama 
Photo

Wildcat Week

Senior Prom
7-11 pm

Percussion Ensemble 
Concert

Senior Beach DayCheer Tryouts
Senior Awards Night

by Antonia Salisbury
Editor-in-Chief

Here at LGHS, it often seems that our fund-
ing is being put to use for unpopular causes. Yet, 
LGHS has an accumulation of wealth, meaning that 
our budget should be able to extend funds to any 
area of our community that we see fit. Blame for 
unnecessary spending is passed around everywhere, 
from faculty members to student organizations on 
campus, but who actually controls our finances, and 
how are budgetary decisions made? This editorial 
will attempt to debunk common myths about our 
finances because, before criticizing Leadership, Mrs. 
Grasty, or anyone else for what are perceived 
as misuses of our funds, it is important to 
understand where our funds come from, 
who allots them, how they are allotted, 
and the impact they actually have.

Let’s begin with where our 
funds come from. Like most 
public schools, LGHS receives 
funding from the state of Cali-
fornia. But, unlike most public 
schools, we also live in a dis-
trict where the average home 
costs north of 1.3 million dollars, 
giving us an unusually large 
sum of local tax revenue. While 
most schools are given categori-
cal funds from the government, 
LGHS draws its money from local 
property taxes. In the past, this 
system was known as “a basic aid 
district.” According to LGHS social studies teacher 
and former School Site board member David Homa, 
“When the great recession hit a lot of [funding] 
began to dry up and disappeared, and now we 
get basically nothing from the state… the school 
district allocates money and, over the last three 
or four years, it was 25,000 dollars. This year they 
cut it down to 10,000 dollars. So, that eliminates a 
source for teachers to use, especially for those who 
want to go to conferences, which, in theory, would 
make them a better teacher.” Homa added that the 
School Site board used to have over 300,000 dollars 
to “work with.”

Nonetheless, many LGHS teachers allude to the 
ease with which departments are able to access 
classroom supplies, whether essential or lavish. To 
a large extent, this is true. Teachers can turn to sev-
eral resources if they find themselves in need. First, 
the Los Gatos Home and School Club donates tens of 

thousands of dollars every year to LGHS, with 65,187 
dollars from August to April of the 2015-2016 
school year. Their donations cover costs ranging 
from school events (Senior Breakfast, 
Freshman orientation, 
and the school picnic), 
to school insurance and 
office supplies. Next, 
the New Millennium 
Foundation allots over 
500,000 dollars in grants 
to our district every year, 
with 248,000 dollars dis-

tributed just this past fall. New Millennium funding 
covers most big-ticket technological expenses at our 
school, including most computers and televisions. 
Other groups, such as the Los Gatos Rotary Club, also 
play an important role in funding school endeavors.

The process through which teachers go about 
asking for new supplies can be convoluted, but 
Mr. Homa notes that “If you just go ask, there’s at 
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least a pretty good chance that you’re going to get 
what the resource is as long as it’s something useful 
for the job you’re doing.” To begin the process, 
a teacher must first look for approval from their 
department head. Money is generally apportioned 

by department rather than by teacher. So, some 
departments, such as the sciences which 

have more expensive supply needs, are 
given a larger sum of funding. But, 

if the cost of a teacher’s request is 
above a certain price limit, they 
seek approval from Mrs. Grasty and 
the School Board. For example, 
textbooks, which can cost tens of 
thousands of dollars, must 

be funded through Mrs. Grasty and have 
their content approved by the school 

board; this can cause a notable delay 
in receiving new textbooks. In 

general, the school is willing to 
pay for materials, such as semi-

nars and subject-pertinent 
novels, that will genuinely 
aid the staff in improv-
ing students’ educational 

experiences at LGHS.
Another common misconception about the LGHS 

budget lies within its ties to the leadership class. 
LGHS senior and ASB Treasurer Caitlin Buckley 
is responsible for managing all of the money that 
flows in and out of the ASB fund. She explained, 
“We have one big ASB fund at Wells Fargo Bank, 
but within our school system we divvy up that 

money into individual clubs, sports, transportation, 
leadership, so that’s where [we] deposit money.” 
Leadership receives the same amount of money 
every school year, usually totalling about 100,000 
dollars, from its own fundraisers ranging from Cat’s 
Corner t-shirt sales to school dances. By the end 
of the school year, depending on how “exorbitant” 
events are, the class nears the end of the year with 
a few thousand dollars of debt. As a result, prom 
bids are priced not only to account for the expense 
of hosting the event, but also to cover costs from 
earlier in the year. Leadership tries to keep bids as 
low as possible; Buckley notes, “we’re not trying 

to nickel and dime you.” Overall, Leadership 
must abide by ASB laws. So, 
its influence has a “limited 
scope” – meaning that Lead-
ership has no direct control 
over expenditures such as 
CASSY services or the recon-
struction of the front lawn, 
for which the funding comes 
from the 99 million dollars 
granted to LGHS by 2014 

Measure E funds. 
Most years, Leadership is also criti-

cized for its “rush spending” near the end 
of the calendar year. This is because, in 

the event that Leadership ends up with 
several thousands of dollars left over, 
these remaining funds enter a “slush 

account” that is not carried over into 
next year’s ASB budget. As a result, Leader-

ship seeks spending opportunities to benefit the 
entire school as the year comes to a close. Buckley 
notes, “For example, we wanted to renovate the 
bathrooms… but we can’t because maintenance 
pays for the bathrooms and therefore we cannot 
pay for that. And, all of the money that we use 
for ASB must benefit the entirety of the school, so 
we can’t divvy it out to individual classes.” This is 
why Leadership often ends up using funds for more 
overarching school supplies, such as hand sanitizer 
and tissues.

Debatably, more funding could be given to 
departments with a pressing need for expan-
sion, such as the college counselling department,  
infrastructure, or even CASSY. But, before criticiz-
ing, all students should understand the role that 
teachers, administrators, and clubs actually play 
in our school’s finances. Stay informed and stay 
involved.

courtesy Marina Rogers


