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• There is value      
   in debate
• Media skews   
   religion

Starting in middle school, teachers stress 
the importance of high school academics 
through comments such as, “You’ll have to 
do better in high school…” and “THIS quality 
of work isn’t acceptable in high school…” 

Students become naturally inclined to 
fear high school academically (and anticipate 
its social stress) as the stress of intolerable 

“middle-school-like” behavior is castigated publicly. However, middle 
school teachers fail to provide students with adequate preparation to 
transition into what is now considered an “academically motivated” 
student in high school. 

For example, the level of math an eighth grade student enrolls 
in defines the rest of their math career throughout high school. The 
severity of choosing the path of your high school math career in eighth 
grade is not properly communicated to students. So when students are 
limited to whichever math class chronologically precedes their eighth 
grade course as they select their high school classes, many students 
have already fallen through the cracks and into an oblivion that can 
easily be titled as “not competitive in a pool of applicants.” Ah yes, 
every student’s worst nightmare and every student’s biggest motiva-
tion: what will make ME look better than THEM [other applicants] in 
the college application process? An impossible question to answer, 
but one that keeps pushing students to take on bigger workloads 
than they can balance. 

Changes in the standard apply to all types of students. This rising 
standard is forcing high school students across the nation to fill their 
schedules with extremely challenging classes simply to compete with 
other students, not even secure a spot in any college’s admissions 
list…. No one verbalizes why they stretch themselves too thin and 
burn out in high school, but no one has to. The acceptance rates of 
colleges aren’t going up, but the numbers of students applying are. 
This means that high school students applying to 
colleges with low acceptance rates need an edge 
on their application: something that no other 
student can contribute. How easy can finding a 
class, extracurricular, sport, job, hobby, or inven-
tion that none of the other thousands of students 
applying have found be? I don’t know. I haven’t 
found one yet, and I won’t be inclined to share 
it when I do. You know, because it’ll be my edge 
in the college admissions world.

Overcompetitive high school environments are 
breeding a lack of originality and authenticity. High school students 
decide which classes and extracurriculars to take based on the success 
of students who have taken them in the past and the colleges those 
students got into. No student interested in applying to a competitive 
university or college should be willing to sacrifice one of their classes 
(that could be another AP) for a passion of theirs, such as choir or 
drama. Choosing an art, whether it be performing or liberal, will not 
increase a student’s chances of getting into said competitive college, 
and therefore the student must opt for the AP elective over the one 
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I would like to 
believe that there are 

very few individuals 
who oppose the notion 
of free speech. Our edu-
cation systems, our gov-
ernment systems, and 

our corporate systems are all predicated upon 
the idea that multiple perspectives are inherently 
better than an individual one. The logic behind 
this is simple: individual perspectives can have 
biases and incorrect preconceived notions. 
Furthermore, individual perspectives 
can fail to see errors or fallacies due to 
such biases, whereas rigorous discussion 
and debate encourages exploration and 
analysis of a complex issue. 

Any issue worth debating is often 
intricate enough that it is impossible 
to have an objectively flawless 
perspective or opinion. If we hold 
these beliefs to be true, why do we seem to 
oppose free discussion and debate? Furthermore, if 
we truly attend school or surround ourselves with 
peers to enrich ourselves by exposing ourselves to 
new ideas, perspectives, and opinions, why do we 
take differing opinions so personally? After all, 
the motivation behind arguing about something 
with peers is not fundamentally different from 
the motivation behind attending classes. Students 
attend classes in order to learn new things; in 
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they would prefer… JUST to keep that competitive edge. In short, this 
means that students, as young as 14 and as old as 18, are giving up 
their love, passions, and interests to take classes and participate in 
extracurriculars simply to get into college. Think about it: generations 
of kids giving up what they love to pursue a predetermined standard 
that college admissions has laid out for them.

Now doesn’t that contradict the over-preached, “do what you 
love!” and “pursue with passion!” posters plastered 
in every elementary school classroom in the nation?  
The students must choose between  passion or 
college. There is no happy medium between the 
two, and that is where colleges’ extremely selec-
tive admissions process comes to a fault. Students 
 are now beginning adulthood with college rejec-
tion letters and despair as they forfeit their hopes 

and dreams to go to a college that never even 
graced their top five choices. Entire generations of 

children are currently suffering because they are unable 
to compete at the highest academic, athletic, or social level, 

even as the rest are falling through the cracks even after giving up 
love and passion to compete in a pool of applicants. What does this 
 say about college admissions and the ambivalence of what high school 
teachers are preaching in their classrooms? The standard of public 
education needs to be reevaluated, or else more students will continue  
to fail to find their calling in the world as a sacrifice to the edge 
they will need to be able to compete in a college application pool in 
the future.
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The United States is 
arguably one of the most, 
if not the most, patriotic 
countries in the world. 
People will often say, “The 
United States of America 
is the best country in the 

world!” I, however, disagree with that statement. 
Yes, I love my country and no, I don’t hate America. I 
just believe that there is no best country in the world 
because every country has its faults and advantages.

There are so many other countries, like the 
United Kingdom, Germany, France, Canada, and 
others, that are very successful world powers. I 
don’t think that any of the countries I just listed 
are any better or worse than the United States. The 
“best country in the world” is not an award that can 
be won, and there is no rubric to determine which 
country is the best. This, in my opinion, is why the 
“best country,” simply put, does not exist. 

The United States is an accomplished world 
power, and arguably the most powerful country in 
the world, but that does not make it the best country 
that someone could possibly live in. How can the 
United States be better than every other country 
in the world when we have more imprisoned people 
per capita than any other country?  Also, we are 
seriously slacking in math and science compared 
to other countries including the Nordic countries 
of Sweden and Denmark. We still have more gun 
violence and school shootings than any other first 
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world country. Our healthcare system is extremely 
inefficient and extremely expensive. Our middle 
class is shrinking, and our Republicans and Demo-
crats continue to disagree on nearly everything and 
accomplish nothing in Congress.

Furthermore, there are other aspects of the 
United States that are drastically different from 
other countries. For example, we spend more money 
on our military than any other country in the world; 
subsequently, we currently have the most advanced 
and largest military force. Some say this is a great 
show of strength for the United States, yet others 
say it is a superfluous use of money. So, does our 
military strength make us a better or worse country? 
I think that the United States is too dependent on 
its military and that, there is an enormous amount 
of tax money spent on our military exploits.

Countries such as the United Kingdom and 
most of the Nordic countries have free health-
care and decent systems of public housing and  
welfare systems. However, this comes with a 
price. Every citizen pays extremely high taxes 
(based on United States standards). Even though  
they give up a larger percentage of their income, 
these countries have far superior healthcare systems 

Issues like these are why you can’t determine 
the best country in the world. The grading rubric 
does not exist, which is why nobody can have the 
illustrious title. Many Americans tend to let their 
patriotism blind them into believing that the United 
States is the best country in the world. The United 
States is an extremely powerful world force, but that 
does not make ‘Merica better than everywhere else.
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fact, one of the most common complaints that 
students have is that they are “bored” of being 
force-fed old information that they’ve already 
learned countless times.

The largest obstacle in learning through dis-
cussion is an unwillingness to do so. Many people 
view debate as a redundant and useless activity; 
after all, you’re just stating a position that you’ve 
probably reiterated several times. However, the 
secondary aspect of discussion is the aspect that 
we frequently ignore. After making a point, it is 
important to listen to the points made by others 

and compare those points to your own. If 
those points differ, the natural response 
should be to defend your points if those 
differences are illogical or alter your own 
perspective if the nuances reflect a flaw 

in your argument.
Another obstacle in personal enrich-

ment and edification is the individual 
desire to ignore the valid opinions of 

others because they are uncomfort-
able. New ideas are uncomfortable by 

virtue of being novel. We commonly mistaken the 
discomfort derived from being exposed to new 
opinions as an intended avenue of attack by the 
person who voiced that new opinion. Generally, 
people will not argue for the sake of making others 
feel bad about themselves.

Don’t take arguments personally, especially 
when those arguments aren’t about your personal-
ity or individuality. Allow your opinions to change. 
After all, that’s what school is for.

courtesy wikimedia commons

El Gato • Friday, November 6, 2015 • Los Gatos High School • www.elgatonews.com

The female frontrunners in the con-
temporary music industry face harsher 
criticisms, expectations, and injustices than 
their male counterparts. Time after time, I 
hear my generation constantly berate female 
musicians for arbitrary reasons irrelevant 
to the content of their music. When people 
actually praise female musicians, it’s usually 

ironically or presented as a guilty pleasure. Our society is reluctant to 
take female art at face value.

The Beck vs. Beyonce Grammy drama is a clear example 
of how female musicians are treated by our society. When 
Beyonce’s pop album lost to Beck’s folk rock album for Album 
of the Year back in February, Beyonce fans took to Twitter 
to vent their frustration. Beck fans pointed towards her 
extensive list of album contributors and lack of instrument 
skills for the reason behind her defeat. It seems very unfair 
that female musicians are expected to produce grandiose, 
larger-than-life albums and then get attacked when other 
people help. 

Female musicians are expected to be vocalists, song-
writers, entertainers, and celebrities all at the same time. If a female 
musician cannot succeed in all of these roles at once, she will be 
unfairly attacked and discredited. It is valid to criticize Beyonce’s 
dependence on other writers, but people should equally praise her 

talent as a vocalist, humanitarian, and performer as much as they 
attack her for not writing all of her own song lyrics. Remember when 
Meek Mill exposed Drake for not writing the most memorable lyric on 
his most recent independent album? Drake still received the majority 
of support. 

Another example of gender discrimination in the music scene is the 
public reaction to Rihanna’s high-budget music video for B**** 
Better Have My Money. The video, directed by Rihanna her-
self, is seven minutes of engaging cinematography, unique 
sets, and beautiful costume design. The overwhelming 
majority of comments on Youtube are about her naked 

boobs or how she is a bad role model for children. 
Male musicians are never held accountable to 
be role models for children, and no one would 
criticize a male musician for showing his chest 
in a video. 

It sickens me to see how the value of a 
woman’s music video, which took months of 

work to produce, is diminished by the public for reasons 
beside the artistic content of the video. However, if you 
look at Kendrick Lamar’s music video for King Kunta, 
which has garnered the same number of views, you’ll see 
that the response to his video was much more positive. His 

video is four minutes of him casually dancing with his friends around 
Compton. Comments either praise the song or the video, despite its 
cinematic originality and lackluster content. Female musicians have 
to do so much to get the same attention as their male counterparts, 

and then all of their hard work goes unappreciated because Rihanna 
showed her nipple (and, of course, no one said anything about the 
male nipples in Kendrick Lamar’s video). It’s a lose-lose situation 
for female musicians.

On another note, no one cares that the majority of Ed Sheeran’s 
music is about his relationships, but when Taylor Swift writes 

about her relationships, she’s crazy, annoying, obsessive, 
and boring. No one cares that some of Kanye West’s 

music is sexually explicit, but people are up-in-arms 
about the explicit content in Nicki Minaj’s music. 
No one cares that Eminem is legitimately homo-
phobic, but when Azealia Banks, a bisexual rapper, 
reclaims a homophobic slur, all hell breaks loose.  
Society needs to be consistent with its praise and 
criticism of male and female musicians alike. 

When was the last time you heard a teenage 
boy express appreciation for a female musician? 
Was it followed by “to be honest” or “she’s my 

guilty pleasure?” Males do not want their own masculinity to 
 be questioned, so they stay away from praising female musicians. 
This puts women at a great disadvantage in the industry because 
so many people are reluctant to show vulnerability by associating 
themselves with femininity. 

Let’s start giving female musicians the same artistic credit that 
their male counterparts receive. Let’s stop ignoring all of their 
achievements because of the amount of skin they show. Let’s start 
treating female musicians like male musicians.
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