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I, along with many 
early decision appli-
cants, got rejected from 
my top choice college. 
When I told my acquain-
tances about my rejec-
tion, I received plati-
tudes like, “the college 

application process is a lottery, it’s not your fault!”
This mindset has some truth, but it ultimately 

hinders personal growth. I have come to terms 
with the fact that my college application resume 
is good and homogenous. We’re seniors. We should 
be self-aware and able to 
recognize our failures and 
successes. College admis-
sion decisions serve as an 
important opportunity to 
evaluate our work ethics 
and target areas for growth.

Self-awareness should 
be practiced long before the 
application process begins. 
I hate to break it to you, 
but the vast majority of us are not going to get 
into schools with astronomical standards. Having 
a severe mental breakdown due to a Stanford, 
Columbia, Harvard, etc. rejection letter is delu-
sional and reflective of poor self-awareness. 
Being within a certain SAT or ACT range, having 
a “sparkling” resume, or taking hard classes does 
not mean you’re entitled to any school. Schools 
aren’t looking for robots, they’re looking for intel-
lectual diversity: world travelers, distinguished 
inventors, famous prodigies, and more. These 
schools are certainly enticing, sure, but I think 

Be realistic about colleges
by Sean Clark
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Spend less time on your phone and more time socializing

When Googling the 
Oscar recipients of any 
given year, the first 
winners to appear are 
those from the Best Pic-
ture, Director, Actor, and 
Actress categories. Farther 
down the list, which is 

clearly ranked with the most popular at the top, is 
that of the Adapted and Original Screenplay. The 
same is true for Googling Emmy winners; the writers 
are not a priority. The writing category habitually 
lies in the middle of an awards show, when most 
people are biding their time between the red carpet 
arrival and the “important awards” that come at the 
end, like Best Actor and Director. What concerns 
me is that the general public cares more about the 
actors portraying memorable film characters rather 
than the writers who create these stories.

Some of the most recognizable names in the 
film industry are Steven Spielberg, Johnny Depp, 
Alfred Hitchcock, and Meryl Streep. All of these 
people are directors, producers, and actors; none 
of them are writers. You’ve probably never heard 
of Steven Zaillian, who wrote the heart-wrenching 
script for Schindler’s List. He created the plot and 
the characters whom no one can forget, but most 
never even learn his name.

Behind every great movie is a script that carries 
the characters through conflicts and resolutions. 
No matter how talented the director, the actors, or 
the producers, it is the script of a film that gives 
it the ability to become a classic; that is where the 
message lies. A script is the backbone of a movie 
or television episode because there is nothing 
without one.

Writers deserve more credit
by Jordan Evans
People Editor

One instance that comes to mind is a plotline 
from “30 Rock” when Liz Lemon pens the catch-
phrase “That’s a dealbreaker, ladies!” Automatically, 
the public catapults Jenna Maroney, the actress 
on the show who delivers the line, into comedic 
stardom. Liz receives no credit until she fights to 
remind people that the famous line is her invention. 
Although a dramatization, the idea behind this 
storyline is clear: writers deserve more recognition 
for their work.

My intention is not to discredit the effort and 
work that actors pour into their movies, but I think 
it is unfair that the public recognizes the vessel 
of a character rather than its creator. To increase 
the awareness and appreciation of a writer is my 
ultimate goal, not to lower the status of the more 
recognized people in the film industry.

To get you started, Charles Randolph and Adam 
McKay won the award for Adapted Screenplay at 
this year’s Academy Awards for their movie “The Big 
Short.” Josh Singer and Tom McCarthy received the 
Original Screenplay award for “Spotlight.” So next 
time you watch a movie or a TV show, just stick 
around to see who wrote it.
(Sources: New York Times, Emmys)

our generation has been told that we’re special 
too many times.

The best thing we can do is accept the fault 
on our end. Whether it be a low SAT score or a 
red flag in a personal essay, there are legitimate 
reasons behind the college decisions we aren’t so 
proud of. A likely reason for the rejection of many 
applicants is that they simply aren’t a good fit for 
the school. There is room for luck or misfortune, 
but let’s be real, it’s not entirely the college’s 
fault. At the end of the day, a college admissions 
counselor’s job is to pick students who will most 
likely thrive at their school. 

We should also evaluate whether or not a col-
lege acceptance is all it’s cracked up to be. There’s 

so much drama surrounding 
acceptances and rejections 
that we feel the need to 
have a dramatic response to 
every college decision. It’s 
easy to slip into the mind-
set that a college decision 
will guarantee happiness, 
but the high is only tem-
porary. Make sure you stop 
and think about whether 

or not a college acceptance will lead to your  
personal fulfilment.

To summarize, we need to amend the platitude 
“don’t take it personally” to “don’t take it too 
personally.” Our student body needs to learn that  
college rejections aren’t just the result of a 
broken lottery system. Oftentimes they’re indica-
tive of a conflict between our achievements 
and the college’s high expectations. Accepting 
responsibility for your mediocrity and working  
to improve yourself is more valuable than  
any college acceptance letter.
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With the rise of smartphone technology, 
it has become very clear that making small 
talk with strangers in lobbies and halls is a 
thing of the past. Face to face communica-
tion is outdated whether we realize it or 
not. Phones, electronics, and social media 
are used to communicate online with people 
rather than taking the time to ask them face 

to face how they really feel. 
Walking around campus is becoming a light show: bright LED 

reflections of the faces of strangers, or even classmates, as they pass 
in the halls, hoping to avoid an “awkward” conversation.  By avoiding 
people in hallways, waiting rooms, or on airplanes, we eliminate all 
possibilities of making a new friend or simply enjoying the presence 
of another human being. Our social skills are far too dependent on 
technology and social media.

Millennials, as we are often called, are familiar with phrases from 
our elders along the lines of, “back in the day…” followed by some 
comment on how technology has evolved so much and how privileged 
we are, yet we are all too often scolded for “having our phones at the 
dinner table” or “not being social enough.” Our elders hold the right 

to call us out on our actions. If not for them, how would we ever come 
to realize our poorly developed habits?

Our generation is the first to be blessed with the innovation 
implemented in today’s society, with growing up with computers in 
each of our classes, with the ability to carry a smartphone in our 
pockets, and with the chance to have 
our lives documented through digital 
photography. We are also the first genera-
tion to experience the negative effects 
of a technology-based world. With this 
immense power we are granted, we must 
understand and determine when we are 
using technology to our benefit and when 
we are simply wasting an opportunity. 

According to a Kaiser Family Founda-
tion Study in 2010, CNN reported, “Young 
people ages 8 to 18 spend an average of 
a half-hour a day talking on their cell 
phones, and an average of 49 minutes a day listening to, playing or 
watching other media on their phones. In addition, 7th to 12th-graders 
spend an hour and a half a day text messaging.” In total, three hours 
of a standard teen’s day falls subject to the reign of technology instead 
of experiencing what the world has to offer. 

What I’m really getting at is that life is beautiful and holds sur-
prises, but if we live our lives day to day engrossed in our phones, we 
will miss them. We will miss the warm smile of a stranger, the view 
of nature (not the one on our screen), and we will lose the oppor-
tunity to be a positive force in someone’s day, a loving and personal 

individual that lightens up someone 
else’s day. Not everyone evades human 
interaction, but I believe that those of 
us with social habits that originated 
from technology use are slowly teaching 
our ways to those who otherwise would 
not have them. It is like a ripple effect. 
One splash continues on forever. How 
will we make a difference?

We most definitely should not 
renounce the groundbreaking advance-
ments we are making in technology or 
by any means abandon the use of cell 

phones and computers. We should, however, put down our phones 
whenever possible and push ourselves to reach out and be the best 
person we can. No one is too good for friendship, too strange to be 
liked, or too much of a stranger to be ignored.
(Source: CNN)

Be considerate of those around you while at the beach
Recently, El Niño has been wreaking 

havoc on power lines and telephone poles 
across the west coast, though it seems to 
have granted the Bay Area time to recover 
from damages (and weeks in rain boots) with 
its brief hiatus.

On the very numbered sunny days this 
past February had to offer, I frequently found 
myself making the trek over Highway 17 to 

indulge in the parting clouds from a towel on the sand. But rather than 
being able to relax on the beach, I found myself overly concerned by the 
general lack of public beach etiquette exhibited by fellow beachgoers.

So, in preparation for the next time El Niño lets up or the summer 
months ahead, here is a refresher of what should be expected on a 
public beach.

Music and speakers: If you insist on bringing a speaker to the 
beach for you and (hopefully) your friends, there are some general 
rules to follow that should become more of a moral obligation. If the 
speaker, at any point, reaches its maximum volume, something is 
extremely wrong and you should probably pack up and leave the beach 
you have tainted with your presence. A reasonable or ideal volume for 
a public beach is no volume, but since you’ve already been working on 
your beach playlist for weeks, you may turn the volume halfway from 
the maximum (at the MOST).

Additionally, the music you play should not be explicit. We get that 
you drive a Jeep and don’t bring a backpack to school, but censoring 
the disgusting, trashy rap that emits from your speaker will allow other 
people to relax at the beach rather than listen to derogatory lyrics. 
And maybe you’ll even have a chance at Heaven again.

Space and Proximity: Personal space really comes into play here. 
First of all, the beach is 100 percent first come, first serve. If someone 
has already laid out a towel and essentially claimed that little rectangle 
as their “beach property of the day,” you may not set up your towel 
(or tapestry or whatever) in front of them. This is known as “beach 
blocking” and makes you “that guy” at the beach. Respect the fact 
that they arrived before you did and set up somewhere else.

Aside from beach blocking, setting up anywhere within a five foot 
radius of a stranger should be prohibited. Again, if you are arriving 
at the beach at a point in the day where space is compromised and 
you are about to break the five foot bubble every beachgoer should be 
promised, don’t. Go home. Come back another day, maybe a rainy one, 
and you won’t ever have this problem. Let people enjoy their day at the 
beach without having to wonder why you are basically on top of them.

Your sand: I am going to call sand that is on your towel, in your 
beach bag, and in your swimsuit “your sand” for this example. The 
second you step your Rainbow on the beach, all the sand that will 
cling to your belongings for the next few hours is your responsibil-
ity. That means that flinging your sandy towel and clothing around, 
casting sheets of sand on other people isn’t just some innocent thing 

you can brush off. If people wanted someone to throw sand on them, 
they would get on Craigslist or something – not try relaxing at the 
beach. Just keep your sandy items to yourself. Everyone has their own 
swimsuit sand; they don’t want yours. 
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