
A stereotypical foot-
ball game has cheerlead-
ers on the sideline watch-
ing and cheering on the 
team. This is completely 
normal and unharmful to 
the average person. How-
ever, some people, such as 

myself, have noticed a problem. I, along with many  
others, have seen that the cheerleaders are only 
cheering at sports dominated by men, predomi-
nantly football. 

This is strange to me because it 
seems like an act of discrimination 
towards other sports. Sports such 
as field hockey, soccer, lacrosse, and  
many others include players who are 
working just as hard as those on the 
football team. For example, field 
hockey plays during the same season 
as football. The team has done extremely 
well, and has been the CCS champion for multiple 
years. Why does field hockey not have cheerlead-
ers cheering them on? It seems that the boys have 
cheerleaders because they work harder, and are 
the only ones who deserve recognition. This act of 
having cheerleaders at football games can be seen 
as sexist because of the fact that the cheerleaders 

To the dismay of many, 
Donald Trump currently leads 
in the Republican primary 
polls. While there’s no ques-
tion that a part of Trump’s suc-
cess can be attributed to his 
“Bush bashing,” pre-existing 
fame from Celebrity Appren-

tice, and billions in campaign funds, Trump’s radically 
conservative values are simply the icing on the cake.  
     In recent news, Trump has been especially bold on 
the topic of race in relation to “anchor babies,” the 
babies of mothers who travel to the US so that their 
children can receive automatic citizenship, and his push 
for economic aid to black communities. Many of Trump’s 
remarks via press conferences, Twitter, and interviews 
are blatantly racist and it is completely inappropriate 
for voters to ignore this aspect of his campaign.

Trump’s immigration policy consists of an end to 
birthing tourism and a reinterpretation of the 14th 
Amendment. Trump proposes that the Mexican govern-
ment should build a wall to stop illegal immigrants from 
crossing over the US border. A key component of this 
policy is that said wall will be much stronger than any 
aforementioned fence and that the Mexican government 
will be responsible for funding its construction. 
Additionally, Trump has stated that Mexico is 
“sending” over the worst of its population. 
Trump went on to call all Mexican immigrants 
“rapists,” following a tweet of his reading, 
“who cares that [Jeb Bush] speaks Mexican, 
this is America, English!!”

Trump’s immigration policy confronts the 
ideology of his Republican opponents and their 
take on the current “anchor baby issue” 
in the United States. 
Others, such as former 
president George Bush 
and current candidate 
Jeb Bush, have attrib-
uted anchor babies to 
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both Asian and Mexican immigrants. Despite the fact 
that LA has been home to many a Chinese birthing 
tourism scandal, birthing tourism is not limited to 
a single race and is a delicate issue especially when 
it comes to revising the 14th Amendment. The 14th 
Amendment originally dispelled grandfather clauses, 
thereby giving African Americans the right to vote. 
Any tampering that Trump could manage would be 
highly controversial. Nonetheless, Trump hypocriti-
cally insists that Jeb Bush is “blaming ASIANS” and 
that Trump will expel illegals from the country on day 
one of his presidency. 

Trump, in recent news, has found the audacity to 
call Obama a “race divider” in the US. Trump believes 
that he is the most popular candidate among all voters, 
including African Americans. Interestingly, Quinnipac 
University poll found that 92 percent of African-
American voters believe that Donald Trump does 
not care about their needs and that only two to five 
percent of African American voters would elect Donald 
Trump to office. Trump goes on to explain his black 
economy aid plan, which is not inherently offensive 
and could actually be helpful to disadvantaged com-
munities. Unfortunately, Trump continued to express 
racism towards the black community when he claimed 
that, “because President Obama has done such a poor 
job as president, you won’t be seeing another black 

president for generations.”
Even if it’s hard to believe that 

someone as successful as Donald 
Trump is a white-supremacist who has 
no substantial claim to the American 
presidency, that’s the reality we live 

in. Do not attempt to find some sort of 
secret genius in Trump’s ways because, 
in doing so, you are validating the  

immorality of his campaign.
(Sources: Central News Net-

work, LA Times, The 
Guardian, The Hill, 
Talking Points 
Memo, ABC News, 
Politicus USA)
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While his headline-
making statements may 
make you shake your 
head, Donald Trump’s 
subtle impacts on the 
political sphere have 
a more positive effect  
than you may think. 

A few months ago it looked as though the 
dynastic duo of Jeb Bush and Hillary Clinton 
were destined to duke it out, but Trump turned 
the whole political field on its head with less 
than three percent of the funding of either Jeb or 
Hillary. In his campaign announcement speech, 
he pointed at the futility of electing current 
politicians, saying that “They will 
never make America great again...
that’s what we have representing 
us...they’re controlled fully by  
the lobbyists, by the donors, and 
by the special interests.” 

This is truly the biggest 
issue facing modern American 
politics, as elected representa-
tives don’t represent the people. 
Instead, polticians represent 
those with the deepest pockets. For example, 
Wisconsin’s governor Scott Walker demonstrated 
the role of campaign contributions in public 
policy when he redirected 250 million dollars 
in funding from the University of Wiscon-
sin towards construction of a new basketball 
stadium for the Milwaukee Bucks following a 
150,000 dollar donation by the team owner to 
Walker’s presidential campaign.

In the wake of the Sandy Hook shooting 
back in 2012, the Senate voted to reject a bill 
expanding background checks on gun buyers 
despite the fact that the bill had the support 
of 86 percent of the nation, according to a 
poll by ABC News and The Washington Post. 

Trump is a political plus

Placement on sports teams, whether 
it be in playing time, on a team, or on a 
relay, should not be due to seniority 
entirely. If an upperclass-
man is surpassed in skill 
by an underclassman, 
he or she should 
not feel like their 

graduating year justifies a starting position,  
position on varsity, or a spot on a relay- nor 
should coaches feel compelled to award them 
the opportunity. 

Many sports have clubs in which kids can 
partake throughout middle school and even 
prior to that. This can mean that an underclass-
man can come in with an experience level greater 
than the athletes who only participate during a high 
school season. Some may argue that the students who have 

Teams should not be structured based on seniority
played on that particular high school team have earned their way to 
the starting line in a game situation or the relay spot in a race, but 
being on a high school sports team means every game played or race 
executed is representing the school. Therefore, 

coaches should reward playing time to 
those who will best represent our 

prestigious athletic program, 
thus playing an underclassman 

who is either more experienced 
or faster than an upperclassman who 
may not be as good or as fast. The goal 
of a race or a game is to win, not 
necessarily making sure everyone 
gets a fair amount of playing 

time. However, this does not 
mean that the starting line 

or the fastest athletes should 
be the only ones participating 

in games and meets. In the event of a championship, where 
our sports teams are competing against the best schools in the 

league or central coast, the best thing for the team is to play the 
most effective members. 

Some believe that seniors should get to play or race more than 
other players  because it is their last chance on 
the team. However, sports imply competition. 
Could you imagine if coaches decided to play 
athletes based solely on seniority? Our school 
athletic ranking would go down, most of the 

club athletes would refuse to participate on the 
high school teams, and our sports teams would cease to 

be anything but recreational. This would ultimately diminish 
the pride we have for our school, because competition would 

be meaningless. Athletes should want what is best for 
their team, so they should not feel more deserving 

of playing time or a relay spot because of their age. 
To keep our sports teams and athletes to 

the high standard that we hold our school at, 
coaches should not feel compelled to play kids 

based on seniority, but rather their individual ability, in order to help 
the team succeed.

There are many dif-
ferent types of housing 
one can choose to reside 
in throughout college. 
Dorms, greek housing, 
off-campus apartments, 
and on-campus co-ops– 
the choices never end. My 

cousin, a college freshman, for example, chose to 
live in the Tolerance Dorm on her school’s campus. 
The Tolerance Dorm is meant to be an accepting 
community of students, where no one harbors 
prejudice against others based on race, religion, 
sexual orientation, or gender.

It’s great that my cousin chose to live in the 
Tolerance Dorm, but it was irritating how it was such 
a big deal to the rest of my family. After she made 
her decision, it became the focus of every family 
dinner, event, and group chat. During her move- 
in, my aunt kept sending pictures of the specially 
labeled bathroom doors, coupling them with surprise 
face emojis. I could not understand why she acted 
like the Tolerance Dorm is such a wild concept; the 
whole point of that dorm theme is that people are 
accepting and being different is not a big deal.

In other words, choosing to live in a Tolerance 
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The independent group CREDO Action found 
that at least 12 of the senators who voted no 
received checks from the NRA before the vote 
on the bill.

Trump differs from other candidates 
because he does not need backers with spe-
cial interests and has personally declared that 
“I’m not using lobbyists. I’m not using donors.” 
Trump has even rejected five million dollars in 
funding and won the support of leading cam-
paign finance reform proponent and Harvard 
Law Professor Lawrence Lessig. 

Because he does not take campaign funds, 
Trump can say and do whatever he likes and 
has brought up topics that few politicians like 
to discuss, such as how the unemployment 
rate of 5.3 percent is misrepresentative and 

the true value is over double 
that. He has insisted that “I’m 

not gonna cut [Social Secu-
rity] at all… we’re going to 
save it.” Such liberal ideas 
would be certain death for 

a normal GOP candidate, 
but not for Trump. When 
he ran for the Reform 
Party in 2000, Trump 
was in favor of universal 

healthcare. He recently praised Scotland’s 
universal system and has said that he wants 
to replace Obamacare with “something much 
better for everyone.” 

By taking ideas from both sides of the 
aisle, Trump is encouraging progress in a 
gridlocked partisan system. He has been 
able to use his bulletproof ratings to bring 
attention to the most important issue in our  
democracy, and therefore he is a positive force 
in the political sphere.
(Sources: Wall Street Journal, New York 
Times, CNBC, Washington Post, Huffington 
Post, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Politifact, 
Politico.)

Dorm is not an earth-shatteringly crazy deci-
sion, nor is it a worthy conversation topic. 
Tolerance Dorms are also not uncommon on 
college campuses.  Barnard College, a women’s 
college in New York, has gone as far as to include 
non-discriminatory bathrooms in every single 
dorm on campus.

Some people believe even traditional co-ed 
dorms are inappropriate and wrong, saying 
that men and women should not cohabitat 
unless married. This idea is antiquated, as it 
perpetuates that men and women cannot coex-
ist as equals, friends, and anything other than 
romantic partners. The reality is that no matter 
a person’s gender identity, he or she is a human 
being with the right to choose where, how, and 
with whom they live.

Being non-discriminatory should not be 
hyped as something unique and different, but 
accepted as the norm. If equality is in fact 
the end goal of social reform, then the shock 
should be that there is only one Tolerance 
Dorm on a campus housing thousands of stu-
dents. People who find a small decision such as  
residence choice to be so wacky should take a 
clue from the legalization of gay marriage or 
Caitlyn Jenner’s Vanity Fair cover and catch up 
to the twenty first century.

cheer at a boys’ sport. If it were the other way 
around, where the cheerleaders cheered for a girls’ 
sport, then it would cause protest from men. The 
inequality is unfair and must be changed.

 Along with this observation, it should be 
noted that the dance team performs at the 
football games, then performs during the winter 
for the basketball team. At first I was glad to  
hear that there was another sport that was getting 
attention. However, I then found that the dance 
team was solely performing for the boys basket-
ball team, not for the girls. This fact is another 
act of sexism. Both men and women should be 

treated equally, and that goes for sports 
as well. The girls team is working 

extremely hard and they deserve 
the same recognition, even if it 

means having the dance team 
performing at their games. It 
wouldn’t hurt anyone if the 

dance team performed for the 
girls as well.

Since both performing teams are 
displaying a sexist approach towards 

sports, I think that we should have the cheer-
leaders and dance team perform at both male 
and female sports. The women work just as hard, 
and deserve the same recognition as the men. 
This would then be another step into the correct 
direction of equality for both sexes.
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