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Two treasure hunters find legendary Nazi treasure train

.

Farmers threaten death Venezuela deports Columbians

China’s economic fall continues

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

An investigation in the town of Walbrzych, Poland, began last week 
as a pair of treasure hunters claimed to have found a legendary Nazi 
train packed with gold, gems, and valuable art pieces. Walbrzych is 
known for its mysteries and legends due to its history and involvement 
in World War II. During the war, Germany built several underground 
tunnels in and around the Walbrzych area to protect themselves from 
air raids by the Allied Powers. Local legend has it that a train carrying 
weapons and valuables went missing in one of these tunnels as it 
traveled from Wroclaw, Germany, to Walbrzych. Locals believe that it 
happened sometime in 1945, when the Soviet Red Army was closing 
in on the German forces. 

Local historian, Joanna Lamparska, stated to Polish TV station, 
TVN24, that the legend has never been established as true due to the 
fact that there are no historical documents regarding the missing train. 
She also noted that several more police officers have been assigned 
to the area to prevent amateur diggers from tinkering around the 

site where the train is believed to be located. The Polish army, police 
force, and firefighters have been put on alert because if the train does 
exist, the situation could get dangerous due to methane gas that may 

have built up in the tunnels. Culture Ministry Secretary of State, Piotr 
Zuchowski, has also warned the public of the possibility that the train 
is booby-trapped. He urged the people of Poland to “stop searching for 
the train until official procedures to secure the find are completed.”

The two men who apparently found the train first reached out to 
Polish authorities about their discovery via a lawyer stating that they 
would only reveal its exact location if they are awarded 10 percent of 
the valuables discovered. According to the duo, various guns and weap-
ons could be seen outside the train and gold and the other valuables 
were located inside the train itself. The lawyer for the men, Jaroslaw 
Chmielewski, stated his clients “are treasure hunters, not attention 
seekers” and “people who have significant experience in this area.”

Despite being unaware of where the train actually is, Polish author-
ities have launched an official investigation. Arkadiusz Grudzien, who 
serves as assistant mayor of Walbrzych, stated on Aug. 27 that enough 
evidence has been found to have the case be taken over by the culture, 
defense, treasury, and finance ministries.
(Sources: CNN, ABC, NBC)

TREASURE TRAIN: Two men found the legendary Nazi train that went missingdecades ago. 

by Dakota Rogers
Editorial Editor

Aug. 24, a.k.a “Black Monday,” is the name given to 
the day the Chinese stock market fell to reach a low not 
seen since 2007. The market’s massive dip has affected 
international markets and traders have been left devas-
tated and worried. 

CHINA: The city of Beijing is China’s most important finiancial center 
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by Olivia Hill
Humor Editor

In India, farmers are threatening the largest mass suicide the world has ever 
seen. More than 25,000 impoverished farmers signed a petition directed at the 
president of India, Pranab Mukherjee, stating that the group would commit 
suicide on Aug. 15, India’s independence day, if they are not reimbursed for 
over 700 acres of land destroyed due to public works; now, three weeks after 
the date in question, no concrete action by government or farmers has come. 
Farmers have staged large protests in India against government policies since 
the beginning of this year, though they have been unhappy with how their 

government has been handling the agriculture business for decades.
In 1998, the Indian government built a bridge in Mathura, India, that 

effectively submerged more than 700 acres of privately owned farmland. The 
farmers have been waiting for 17 years to be compensated a total of eight 
billion rupees for the damages. Protests in February broke out among farmers 
demanding to be paid, during which more than 50 farmers were arrested. After 
the spring protests, the government promised to release the funds to pay back 
the farmers who were affected by the bridge, but once again no one was com-
pensated for the damages.

Rajesh Kumar, the Mathura district magistrate, told reporters that “the state 
government is ready to pay four times extra compensation to the farmers” and 
that the “funds will be released soon.” No reports show that the farmers have 
been compensated, leading some to believe that the government did notpay its 
citizens by the Aug. 15 deadline; however, the mass suicide has yet to take place.

This is not the first time farmers have been unhappy with India’s govern-
ment. A recent land reform bill has caused widespread anger because it allows 
businesses to acquire land that farmers depend on more easily. Similarly, farmers 
have protested against Monsanto, saying that its genetically modified corn is 
poisonous to the farmers and to the environment. A petition was created to 
“stop Monsanto’s attempts to take over the Indian food system” and to “save 
India’s farmers.”

While the threat of suicide is shocking to the western world, suicide is not 
uncommon in India, especially among its farmers, who represent the lowest 
caste of Indian society. Almost 26,000 farmers committed suicide from 2012-
2013 alone. In India, 9 percent of deaths are due to suicide; among farmers, 
suicide accounts for 11 percent of deaths. The remarkable amount of suicides 
amongst farmers is due to their mistreatment.
(Sources: Mission Network News, Ryot News)

INDIAN FARMERS: Indian farmers are known for using livestock while farming to increase crop harvest.

INDIAN FARMERS: Farmers in India typically cultivate food by hand which requires much labor.

by Lark Breen
Culture Editor

In an attempt to prevent illegal migration and 
smuggling between Venezuela and Colombia, Venezuelan 
president Nicolas Maduro closed the border post near 
the city of Cúcuta, Colombia, following a mishap on 
Wed., Aug. 19, where smugglers injured three soldiers 
and one civilian. Initially, President Maduro closed the 
border for 72 hours. Maduro has since extended the 
closure indefinitely.

Venezuela’s problem with smuggling may be due 
to cheap gas and generous government allowances for 
foods like cornflour, milk, and basic cosmetic items. The 
cheap commodities can be purchased in Venezuela and 
smuggled into border countries like Colombia to be sold 
for a major profit. There are shortages of staple foods 
and petrol in Venezuela, which may be attributed to 
smuggling; however, some say shortages are the fault 
of the Maduro’s government.

Since the closing of the borders, the Venezuelan 
government has deported more than 1,000 Colombians. 
In addition, about 6,000 Colombians have fled Venezuela 
by crossing the Tachirai river, which runs inbetween the 
sparring countries.

The Venezuelan armed forces have been removing 
Colombians from their homes, marking houses with the 
letter D, and proceeding to demolish the structures. 
Maduro placed five border provinces under a state of 
emergency, which allows the unwarranted search of 
homes and businesses in the area. 

Maduro accuses Colombian paramilitaries of crossing 

the border to commit violence, while Santos argues that the 
Colombians in Venezuela are simply families trying to make a 
living. 1,500 Venezuelan troops have been deployed to search 
for smugglers and paramilitary groups. The only suspect in 
the incident of Aug. 19 who has been arrested thus far is a 
Venezuelan.

Both countries have recalled their ambassadors. The 
Colombian and Venezuelan foreign ministers who met on Aug. 
26 sought to relieve the situation in Cucuta, Colombia, where 
many families have settled in ramshackles with whatever 
possessions they brought across the border. 

Meanwhile, the food shortage in Venezuela is causing major 
problems for citizens. Crowds gather to wait outside food 
stores in great numbers. At one store, an 80 year old woman 
died, possibly due to trampling, while thieves pillaged the 
crowd, and another 75 people were injured as the National 
Guard attempted to control the crowd using tear gas. Similar 
situations have occurred in past months as well and are 
expected to continue in the future.
(Sources: BBC, The Guardian)

VENEZUELA: Officers attempt to prevent immigration by escorting aliens.

China recently devalued its own currency, the yuan, taking 
five trillion dollars off of world equity markets since this event. 
This action, as well as countless other factors, led the market 
to become unstable and eventually crash. Failed efforts by the 
government to stabilize the economy after the crash are also 
bringing more problems to the country and are only damaging 
the market more. 

The deprication of the yuan on Aug. 11 came as a surprise, 
but was simply a technical change and did not irequire the 
Chinese government taking action in international currency 
struggles. The government normally regulates the value the 
yuan, and this vast deprication of its own currency panicked 
investors involved. 

Banks in China have been affected by these new, rapid 
changes through interest rates and an increase in the amount 
of money kept in their reserves. Interest rates have dropped 
to 4.6 percent and are projected to continue to fall. Decreasing 
the amount of money in the reserve, as well as lowering interest 
rates, will allow people to take out more money and reduce 
costs for borrowers.

Along with these passive changes, the Chinese government 
is buying shares to stabilize the market, spending nearly one 
trillion yuan. This daily hands-on involvement has increased the 
problems as share prices have dropped even lower. Furthermore, 
portions of the market, about 72 percent, have been frozen, 
locking investors out of selling Chinese shares. The government 
has frozen the markets in order to stop prices from falling even 
further. This move has investors losing confidence, and prices 
will likely plunge dramatically when the markets are unfrozen. 

Prices dramatically rising and falling in China makes invest-
ing dangerous, but can lead to opportunities for big payoffs. 
While China is suffering from a hard-hitting blow dealt by the 
plunging market prices and damaged economy, the country is 
likely not in total economic crisis. However, the fall in China 
has affected other parts of the international community and 
economy. Nations like the United States are being heavily 
impacted by the Chinese stock market’s plumet.
(Sources: The Economist, Bloomberg Business)
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