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On Wed. Aug. 26, South Sudanese President Salva Kiir 
signed a peace deal with rebel forces, in spite of his previous 
“reservations.” The deal, which is endorsed by the UN, aims 
to put a violent, two-year civil war to rest. 

The war began in 2013 as a result of a power struggle 
between Kiir and one of his former deputies, Riek Machar. 
Although it is political, it has also become an ethnic conflict, 
with the Dinka ethnic group supporting Kiir and the Nuer 
backing Machar, as those are their respective ethnicities. 
The Dinka and Nuer ethnic groups have been fighting over 
resources and land since the nineteenth century.

The deal consists of four main demands: it calls for an 
immediate ceasefire; it requires the demilitarization of the 
country’s capital Juba, which has remained under government 
control with help from Ugandan forces; it asks the government 
and rebel forces to share control over the oil fields, where 
fighting has been most violent, and it also outlines Machar’s 
return to the government as vice president. 

Machar signed the deal on Mon., Aug. 17, in the Ethio-
pian capital of Addis Ababa. Kiir initially refused to sign the 
deal; however, after the United Nations imposed “immediate 
action,” heightened international pressure, and threatened 
arms embargo, Kiir finally gave in to the demands. Even 
though Kiir listed 16 reservations before he signed the deal, 
American State Department spokesman John Kirby said the 
US does not “recognize any separate reservations made about 
the agreement.”

The world’s newest nation may have been fighting this 
civil war for the past two years, but the severity of the con-
flict has dramatically escalated over the last few months. A 
United Nations report by a panel of experts released on Aug. 
25 states that “the situation in South Sudan has deteriorated 
precipitously, posing a significant threat not only to the 
country’s citizens but also to the peace and security of the 
entire region.”

Last summer, the South Sudanese government spent $20 
million on weapons, including grenade launchers and machine 
guns from China. According to the UN report, Kiir has also 
procured Russian amphibious armored vehicles, Israeli-made 
rifles, and Mi-24 attack helicopters that were made in the 
former Soviet Union.

The rebels, on the other hand, have been acquiring weap-
ons from neighboring Sudan. Some of the weapons found were 
manufactured as recently as 2014 in Sudan. The UN report 

Ceasefire settled in South Sudan
hypothesizes that the ammunition was most likely airdropped 
into rebel territory by Sudanese freight planes that have been 
used in the past to aid the rebels.

The report also says that the increase in arms trade has 
been a main factor in the escalation of the war. It states, “The 
continuing resupply of arms and ammunition on both sides 
has been instrumental in the continuation and escalation of 
the war to its current scale, leading to large-scale violations 
of international humanitarian law.” 

South Sudan’s citizens have also been significantly 
affected by the war. The UN report documents 4.6 million 
people facing severe food insecurity, which has almost dou-
bled since the start of this year. Since March, another 100,000 
people have been displaced within South Sudan, raising the 
total number of displaced citizens to 1.6 million.

Although both parties have agreed to the peace deal, at 
least seven previous ceasefires fell apart - sometimes within 
hours. While many obstacles, including political and ethnic 
tension, stand in the way of lasting peace in South Sudan, 
this peace deal is hoped to be the first step towards ending 
the civil war. But only time will tell if peace can be main-
tained by these two unstable, almost polar opposite African 
governments, that happen to be in one of the most volatile 
regions in the entire world.
(Sources: BBC News, NY Times, United Nations)
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People Editor

In order to prevent illegal immigrants from crossing its border, Hungary is con-
structing a four meter (about 13 foot) fence along a 475 meter (110 mile) section of 
its southern border, closing it off from Serbia. Immigrants are desperately attempt-
ing to cross the border into the European Union, fleeing war and poverty-riddled 
countries like Albania, Syria, Iraq, and Kosovo. For most immigrants, the goal is 
to get as far north as possible, preferably into Scandinavia, France, and the Balkan 
states. Germany is expected to receive the most refugees of all, with authorities 
estimating an influx of up to 800,000 immigrants. The German Chancellor and the 
President of France recently arrived at a consensus that not much can be done. 

Hungary builds wall

Antonia Salisbury 
Editor-in-Chief

Nunavut, Canada’s largest and most interesting territory 
consists of 25 communities, none of which are connected by 
roads. Each town is only accessible by small plane, snowmo-
bile, or dog sled. Cars and trucks are not recommended in 
case of ice collapse under the weight of the vehicle. 

Nunavut is located on the northern-most tip of Canada 
and living in such a remote area raises many issues for people 
of this region. First of all, while there are many local wonders, 
such as the Northern lights or arctic hares, nature is also 
an obstacle to those who live in Nunavut. During the winter 
months, locals are forced to invest in “blackout shades” to 
compensate for the uninterrupted daylight while, in the 
winter months, days seem almost pitch black. This was a 
much larger issue before Nunavut officially became a Canadian 
territory in 1999 and agreed to implement electricity into 
daily life. Additionally, Iqaluit, the capital community of 
Nunavut, sees snow storms that leave the community with up 
to two or three meters of snow per day. The snow covers local 
road signs which are written in the three official languages 
of Nunavut: Inuktitut, French, and English.

Accessible to the outside world exclusively via plane, 
Nunavut struggles with resources. While the Inuit tradition 
of surviving on seal is still an important part of Nunavut 
culture, it doesn’t sustain the community that lives there 
today. Essentially, all food, clothing, machinery, and other 
retail items must be delivered on a bi-annual basis. Even fast 
food items, such as McDonald’s and Burger King, must be 
pre-made and shipped into local grocery stores.

Alcohol is unavailable unless it is shipped in mass quan-
tities from Ottawa, which is about 2800 kilometers away. 
This is because shipping inflates the prices of regular items 
tremendously; for example, a box of cat litter can cost up to 
70 dollars at a local convenience store. In terms of alcohol, 

TOM: The Nunavut predicament
this means that Inuit peoples tend to buy hard alcohol to get 
more alcohol for their buck, and then binge drink on the large 
amounts they receive in the mail. On top of this, Inuits are 
genetically predisposed to alcoholism. Despite the complete 
prohibition that exists in seven of the 25 communities and the 
extreme restrictions on buying alcohol without a permit in the 
other 14 communities, Nunavut has the highest rate of alco-
holism of any Canadian province or territory. According to the 

Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region Substance Abuse Report, 
over 40 percent of all infants born in Nunavut show signs of 
alcohol-related defects. Iqaluit has attempted to “curb” the 
extreme alcoholism and the number of alcohol-related deaths 
by opening up the first liquor store since prohibition began. 
This is supposed to minimize binge-drinking by enabling 
shoppers to buy smaller quantities of alcohol. Nonetheless, 
the rate of alcohol addiction is stagnant.

Crime in Nunavut directly correlates to the drastic alco-
holism rates. According to Iqaluit Correction Center and the 
Nunavut Mounties, 95 percent of all police calls are “alcohol 
related” and the same percentage of inmates are doing time 
for an alcohol related crime. “Violent sexual assault” and 
other domestic crimes are most common and occur four times 
more frequently in Nunavut than in any other Canadian 
region. Also, Nunavut’s homicide and violent crime rate has 
been ranked as the all-time highest in Canada every year 
since 2002.

While living in Nunavut definitely has its drawbacks, it 
is home to a beautiful scenery and important Inuit culture. 
Managing to preserve many of its native roots despite chang-
ing cultural values. Nunavut is currently starting a process of 
reform for the people of their territory and, hopefully, it will 
pan out well in the future, but in a culture such as the one 
so prevalent in Nunavut, one can never be sure.
(Sources: National Post Canada, Polar health Journal, Vice)
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On Mon.Sept. 24, French President Francois Holland awarded France’s most 
prestigious award, the Legion of Honor, to four civilians who countered a terrorist 
attack on a Paris-bound high speed train.

All four of these men were foreign visitors: three Americans and one Briton. 
The three Americans were touring Europe, heading through Germany, Italy, Spain, 
Netherlands, and France. They were planning to stay in Amsterdam for one night, 
then eventually made the impulse decision to take the train up to Paris. 

Together, Spencer Stone, Alex 
Skarlatos, Anthony Sadler, and Chris 
Norman disarmed a gunman and tied 
him up. The suspect was carrying an 
AK-47 and fired at passengers. Another 
American citizen, Mark Moogalian, 
saw the alleged shooter before the 
others and was the first to take action. 
Moogalian tried to disarm the gunman 
and was severely injured by a bullet 
to the neck. 

Skarlatos, Stone, and Sadler, the 
heroes, heard the gunshots within the 
train and rushed towards the commo-
tion. They surrounded the gunman 

and quickly disarmed him. After the 
gunman was subdued, Stone rushed to tend to Moogalian’s injury. He yelled “‘I’m 
a medic! I’m a medic!’ And took the guy and held him down,” reports Stone of his 
actions. He held his hand on Moogalian’s neck until medical help arrived. Stone is 
reportedly injured from the attack, and he wears a sling on his left arm.

 At the ceremony, President Holland referred to the four men as “heroes.” “One 
need only know that Ayoub El Khazzani [the suspect] was in possession of 300 rounds 
of ammunition and firearms to understand what we narrowly avoided; a tragedy, a 
massacre,” President Hollande stated regarding the incident. “Your heroism must 
be an example for many and a source of inspiration.” 

Both Skarlatos and Stone had served in the U.S. military. Stone as a first class, 
Airman and Skarlatos as an Army specialist. In addition to receiving France’s highest 
honor, the three Americans were honored profusely back home in the U.S. Skarlatos 
has been awarded the Soldier’s Medal, a very prestigious non-combat honor. Stone 
will also be receiving a non-combat award, the Airman’s Medal, from the Air Force. 
The men are also being considered for the honor of a Purple Heart in the event that 
this incident is determined as a terrorist attack.

During his speech regarding the incident, French President Holland stated, “Here 
are four men who, with the help of others, acted not just to save their own lives 
but also came to help others and saved the lives of others.”

In response to the attack, European ministers announced their plans to strengthen 
train security. French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve states, “Visual passenger 
identity checks will be reinforced as well as random controls. Official inspections of 
luggage will step up, both at stations and onboard trains, where appropriate.” Europe 
is shaken by this train attack and is determined to step up its railway security in 
order to prevent another, more fatal, incident. This attack may set a precedent in 
European transportation security.
(Sources: Task and Purpose, People, BBC News)

Americans halt attack

NUNAVUT NATIVES: Inikitut children playing with each other.

A STEP TOWARDS PEACE: Kiir welcomes John Kerry to South Sudan.

HUNGARIAN BORDER: A patrol keeps watch for illegal immigrants on the Serbian-Hungarian border.

The Hungarian fence is nearing completion, and the number of refugees is 
skyrocketing in response to the nearing deadline. Two thousand police officers 
from Hungary were recently called to the border, where they sprayed tear gas to 
try and steer away the immigrants. To pass through, refugees find failing sections 
of the fence, climb through, and run. Some are more daring, travelling in vans, 
buses, taxis, or trains across the border. 

Many travel through Greece and Macedonia, clogging the streets and causing 
widespread disarray. In the Macedonian city of Gevgelija, the local government 
has even established centers to give immigrants legal documents to make their 
journey safer. Instead of attempting to stop the crowds, officials are just trying to 
pump them out faster. German administrative officials encourage the 28 individual 
governments associated with the EU to treat the immigrants welcomingly and aid 
them where necessary. 
The trip through Europe is treacherous and expensive; those who reach their des-
tinations have little left to establish a new life. The few centers where refugees 
can congregate offer food, clothing, and even cell phone chargers. A recorded 
50,000 have crossed the Hungarian border since January, and still more cross 
each day. A serious call to action has been proposed by the EU, but thousands 
more immigrants will find loopholes through which to travel. Many believe that 
once the Hungarian fence is completed, the refugees will choose to go around via 
Croatia. Law enforcement agencies from many EU countries are slowly realizing 
the impact of the sheer number of arriving immigrants, and they are working to 
ease the flow until it can be stopped altogether.
(Sources: Euronews, NY Times, and The Guardian)
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BULLET TRAINS: The site of the terrorist attack.
MAP OF NUNAVUT: A territory covering a large swath of Canadian land


