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US and Russia feud over Syria Vatican renounces gays
by Antonia Salisbury
Editor-in-Chief

Russian-Syrian relations have changed drastically
since they were established decades ago. While an
alliance between Russia and Syria still exists, Russia
has taken a strong stance against all acts of terrorism
stemming from or taking place within the Syrian state.
Russian President Vladimir Putin is calling for a total
“regime change” in Syria and at a recent conference
stressed that he does not consider President Bashar
Assad’s position to be a permanent one.
According to the Globe and Mail, the United States
and Russia have been carrying out “parallel, bombing
campaigns” across Damascus in areas known as Hama,
Homs, and Idlib. Both countries recently instituted new
aircraft protocols to minimize airstrike interaction and
prevent potentially hazardous situations for either side.
The US has yet to confront Russia about its straying from
the original airstrike plan: to fight against ISIS militants.
Now, Putin is attacking alternative rebel groups, some of
which are backed by the United States. This complicating
of US-Russian affairs is reminiscent of Cold War relations
and is headed for murky waters.
The United States recently deployed “a busload” of
troops to aid and train anti-ISIS rebel groups on the
ground. Unfortunately, these efforts to create a Syrian

democratic force have had few clear results. The
largest issue is a lack of means including a dearth of
ammunition, radios, and weapons. Additionally, the
Syrian rebels who make up this group are, for the most
part, Kurdish. If progress is ever made in taking back
what are currently ISIS-controlled lands, there will
inevitably be conflicts between the Kurdish fighters
and local Arab communities.
Syrian citizens still fear challenging leaders of the

DAMASCUS: The capitol of Syria is one of Assad’s last strongholds.

FOREIGN POLICY: Obama and Putin reflect on Syria at the G8 summit.

current Islamic regime for fear of punishment. This,
in addition to the power and water shortages that
already plague the people of Syria, is just one of the
many reasons why citizens have been emigrating by the
masses. Dissenters of the new regime tend to dislike
Russian involvement in domestic affairs but also note
that they would rather see Russian troops than those of
the Islamic State. Syria is far from a sovereign future.
Global relations experts have dubbed Syria “the
new Afghanistan.” With more and more rebel groups
emerging every day (most of which have drastically
varying viewpoints) and Russian relations this inconsistent, Syrians can only wait for a viable solution
to emerge.
(Sources: The Daily Beast, CBS News, TASS, BBC)

Storm shocks the Philippines
by Sarah Sullivan

by Lark Breen
Culture Editor

In a letter to Pope Francis in October,
senior Vatican priest Krzysztof Charamsa
came out as homosexual. In the letter,
Charamsa described the hostility of the
Catholic Church, saying that the institution makes life “hell” for gay people.
Additionally, Charamsa criticized the
hypocrisy of the Church, claiming that
many other officials are also homosexual.
He came out to the public through a news
conference, admitting not only to being
gay but also to being in a relationship
despite the requirement that Catholic
priests remain celibate.
Pope Francis has yet to respond to the
letter, but as of Oct. 3, Charamsa no longer
holds his position as senior priest. At the
time of his announcement, he stated that
“I also know that I will have to give up the
ministry” and was soon removed from the
Vatican. He felt that he had to come out
due to a responsibility to be honest and
“publicly reject the violence of the Church
towards homosexual, lesbian, bisexual,
transsexual and intersexual people.”
Charamsa made his announcement
the day before a synod, which is a meeting of church officials, met to discuss
homosexuality. The Vatican stated that
“The decision to make such a pointed
statement on the eve of the opening
of the synod appears very serious and
irresponsible, since it aims to subject the
synod assembly to undue media pressure.”
In an interview Charamsa questioned the
accusations, asking, “when is it a good
time to come out in the church? When?
After the synod? The answer is: ‘never’.

RELIEF: The Philippino military assists those who were displaced.
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THE PHILIPPINES: Typhoon Koppu left behind a wake of destruction.

Although most villagers were happy to escape with
their lives, the typhoon economically and physically
damaged many families’ farms in the area. Luzon is a
primarily agricultural community, and the storm and
the flooding destroyed nearly all of the rice fields. Many
villagers barely escaped and were forced to leave their
personal belongings, such as their livestock, behind.
Koppu is the 12th storm to hit the Philippines this
year, a country which usually receives around 20 storms
per year on average. Despite the destruction Koppu
has wrought in the Philippines, it could have been
much worse. Back in 2013, Typhoon Haiyan completely
destroyed several towns and caused the deaths and
disappearances of over 7,300 citizens.
Although many people in the Philippines are still in
danger, they are being aided by hundreds of soldiers,
policemen, and volunteers working to get them to safety.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times)

Although Pope Francis is well-known to
be a liberal pope and leader of the Catholic Church, many of his predecessors held
very conservative views on important issues,
including and especially homoesexuality.
While Pope Francis inspires kindness and
acceptance towards gay people, the previous
pope, Pope Benedict, described homosexuality as “a strong tendency ordered toward an
intrinsic moral evil.” Charamsa, on the other
hand, insists that he is “not a monster” and
encourages other gay church officials to “have
the courage to abandon this insensitive, unfair
and brutal church.”
(Sources: BBC, The Guardian, Telegraph)

Terrorists strike in Nigeria
Editorial Editor

On Oct. 18, the catastrophic Typhoon Koppu
wreaked havoc in the Aurora province of the Philippines, resulting in numerous fatalities and irreparable
damage. Located on the northern island of Luzon, the
Aurora province is home to many villages and farming communities. The disaster left at least 11 dead
and displaced over 65,000 villagers from their homes.
Although the typhoon diminished into a tropical storm,
Typhoon Koppu has continued harming the Philippines in its destructive aftermath. Nearly all of the
rivers overflowed, and, given the nearly 17.6 inches
of rainfall, the storm resulted in massive flooding in
the area, trapping residents in their homes until help
arrived. Authorities fear the possible flooding of the
nation’s more heavily populated capital, Manila, which
would put more lives in danger.
Those killed as a result of Typhoon Koppu include
a 14-year-old boy who died when a tree branch fell
on his home and a 62-year-old woman who suffered a
fatal head injury after being struck by a falling wall.
Another man died after being caught in a landslide in
the Benguet province, and two men have drowned in
the Nueva Ecija province.
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Culture Editor

The responsible time for coming out is never.”
The synod, which discussed homosexuality
among other “family issues,” concluded the
weekend of Oct. 24. Even with Charamsa’s
announcement and the attention it brought
to the meeting, the bishops encouraged the
respectful inclusion of gay Catholics but also
determined that there is nothing in the Bible
to justify same-sex marriage. The Vatican
stated that there is “no basis for any comparison, however remote, between homosexual
unions and God’s design for marriage and
the family.”

Suicide bombings in the northern Nigerian city of Maiduguri killed 34 in a series of
attacks. A majority of the damage was dealt
in twin attacks on a mosque during evening
prayers in which 30 people were killed and
32 more were injured. Recently, conflict
in northern Nigeria has escalated due to
increased terrorist activity by the Islamic
extremist group Boko Haram.
The major attack was carried out by two
suicide bombers who worked together to
carry out a deadly strike on a local mosque.
One of the bombers disguised himself as a
worshipper and entered the mosque during
the evening prayer. Inside, he set off his
explosives, killing 14. In the panic of people
and emergency services outside the mosque,
the second bomber blew himself up and
killed 16 people. The attack also wounded
32 other people, whom were in critical
condition. Nobody has claimed responsibility for the attack yet, but a major suspect
is the Boko Haram group, which has been
carrying out numerous suicide bombings
in the region.
The Nigerian army has been able to
successfully push back Boko Haram in the
region, taking away territory in the northeast that the group had initially claimed to
create an Islamic state. Unfortunately, they
have not been able to stop the suicide bombings in the region, which have increased in
frequency. In addition to the double hit on
the mosque, three women carried out three
separate suicide bombings on the outskirts

of Maiduguri, killing four and injuring 17.
Earlier in September and October, more
suicide bombers struck and killed civilians
in the area. On Oct. 1, 10 people were killed
and 39 injured in a four-bomber attack near a
military base and airport in Ajilari Cross. On
Sept. 20, nearly 120 people were killed in an
attack on a mosque, that killed fans watching a
televised soccer game. This most recent attack is

FIRST LADY: Mrs. Obama mourns 2014 Boko Haram victims.

not above the bloody and brutal actions taken
by Boko Haram, only furthering suspicions of
the group.
Maiduguri has recently been beseiged by
multiple bloody attacks recently, supported
and carried out by the Islamic terrorist group
Boko Haram. They have been brutal and violent
in their conquest to impose Islamic law in the
country, which has divided the mostly Muslim
north and majority Christian south. The group
has conducted numerous attacks in a variety of
locations across the country, killing hundreds of
innocent civilians and uniformed officers. The
group is infamous for the kidnapping of over
200 girls from a Chibok in the northeastern
region of the country.
(Sources: CNN, Al Jazeera)
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