
EXTEND YOUR SUMMER WITH THESE DAY TRIPS
By Tyler Condensa
Sports Editor

Have you ever found yourself waking up on a Saturday morning with no plans for the upcoming 
day? Lucky for you, one of the world’s most well-known cities is just an hour drive away from 
home. San Francisco is filled with hours of activities to keep you busy for days on end. Below 
you’ll find the top five things to do in “The City” that you’ve probably never done. 

Dumplings at Yank Sing |101 Spear St, San Francisco, CA 94105: Incredibly fresh and 
flavorful, the food from this Chinese restaurant in a massive office complex will keep you 
coming for more once you take your first bite. Ordering is simple and fun: Simply point 
out what looks appetizing as the waiters walk past your table with their carts piled with 
numerous light meals for you to try. Popular choices from the locals include the Shanghai 
dumplings with pork, scallion, ginger, and a shot of hot broth with stuffed crab claws. 
The Goldfish Dumpling is another well-liked choice filled with crunchy shrimp, winter 
bamboo shoot tips, and cilantro.

Boudin Bakery on Fisherman’s Wharf |160 Jefferson St, San Francisco, CA 94133: 
Founded in 1849, this unique bakery allows you to watch the bread-making process from 
the railing overlooking the main kitchen. You can sample some of their famous loaves of 
tangy sourdough at their cafe, or you can buy some to bring back home. The chili bread bowl 
is an extremely popular choice to satisfy all your carb cravings.

Explore a Secret Stairway: The Grand Lyon Street stairway located between Green Street and 
Broadway offers you spectacular views of Alcatraz Island and the Golden Gate Bridge. Built in 1916, this 
stairway features an estimated 290 steps that takes you past flower gardens, hedgerows, and luxurious 

mansions. The Filbert Street Steps offers another glorious walk. 
Starting at the bottom of Sansome Street, this trail will take you 
all the way up to Coit Tower, strolling through tropical gardens 
filled with wild parrots along the way.

Minigolf Through SF Landmarks |1096 S Van Ness Ave, San 
Francisco, CA 94110: Urban Putt, an indoor golf course located 
inside a Victorian mortuary, allows you to putt your way around 
the Transamerica Pyramid, inside a Jules Verne-esque submarine 
hidden under the Bay, along cable cars, and even through the 1906 
earthquake. A sports bar and upstairs restaurant offers fabulous meals 
and snacks to fulfill your appetite. 

Night Tour on Alcatraz Island: You may have traveled to Alcatraz Island 
before, but have you ever taken a trip there at night? Unsettling at any time of 
day, heading there at night offers a whole new layer of chill. For the full effect, 
make sure to pick up the audio tour narrated by former inmates, recounting 
haunting tales of prison life and numerous tragic escape attempts.

By Lauren Stewart and Sarah Sullivan
Opinion Editor and Culture Editor

Extend your summer by spending a relaxing day in Santa Cruz! Head up Highway 17, onto 
Chestnut Street, and right over to Pacific Avenue to begin your awesome day on the coast. 
After making the drive over the hill, stop for a pick-me-up at Verve Coffee in downtown Santa 
Cruz, located on 1540 Pacific Avenue. The atmosphere in the downtown location is great for 
relaxing with friends or working on school assignments. After this, you can stroll through downtown, which is 
always humming with life and music from street musicians and performers. Make sure to check out Sockshop & 
Shoe Company, Pacific Wave, Kurios, and Bookshop Santa Cruz. 

For your next adventure, check out the tidepools at Natural Bridges, taking the scenic drive along the ocean 
on West Cliff Drive. Kick off your shoes and venture along the tidepools housing crabs, sea anemones, hermit crabs, 
and other marine life! After you eat lunch at the iconic Pleasure Pizza on Pacific Avenue, you can take a walk 
through the charismatic downtown area once again to cool off with some ice cream from the Penny Ice Creamery 
at 913 Cedar Street before you head to your next adventure. If you’re still feeling adventurous, make your way over 
to Panther Beach for a swim and a beautiful location for a relaxing beach day. 

Finally, end your day at the famous Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk. Not only does it have exhilarating rides and 
satisfying potato twists, but is also beautifully lit up in the evening to make for an enjoyable nighttime experience. 
Have fun on your coastal adventure!

Cupertino
By Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

On any given Friday night, the town of Los Gatos is promptly asleep by 9 o’clock. By 10 o’clock, LGHS students are about to give up on a seemingly endless search for late night activities. Little do they know that there’s a 24 hour neon 
paradise full of Karaoke, fast food, and pearl milk tea just ten minutes away. That’s right, I’m talking about Cupertino, the hidden gem of San Jose. To get there, get on Highway 85 North and look for the De Anza Boulevard or Stevens Creek 
Boulevard exits. 

CREAM: Love ice cream sandwiches but hate waiting in line for half an hour? The CREAM of Cupertino is open until 11 p.m. and never has a line out the door. CREAM serves gourmet ice cream sandwiches, brownie sandwiches, sundaes, 
milkshakes, and ice cream tacos. For less than three dollars, you can treat yourself to a warm red-velvet cookie sandwich. CREAM is located on 19501 Stevens Creek Blvd #102.

85°C Bakery Cafe: This bread metropolis, conveniently and coincidentally located right off of Highway 85, is open until midnight on Friday and Saturday nights. If you stop by, make sure you try a milk pudding bun and a classic pearl 
milk tea. Get there early, and a wider variety of pastries will be available. If you don’t find something you like, just wait around until all of the employees scream “Fresh bread!” in unison. This Asian-influenced bakery is located on 1183 S De 
Anza Blvd #10.

Sno-Crave Tea House: Explore the world of toast towers, hot pot, Taiwanese shaved ice, and yogurt drinks at this dessert utopia. On weekends, you can play Jenga over pearl milk tea until 1 a.m. I recommend their strawberry shaved ice 
with condensed milk, sweet toast, and passion fruit green tea. Located next to 85°C Bakery Cafe, Sno-Crave can be found at 1183 S De Anza Blvd #30.

Tpumps: At this popular tea house, customers customize their pearl milk tea by blending three different flavors 
and adding various toppings. Unfortunately, Tpumps closes at 10 p.m. and has no seating, but the tea is well worth 
it. Parking can be found on the residential streets nearby. If you’re in the mood for some custom pearl milk tea, head 
on over to 9959 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Gyu-Kaku: This grill-it-yourself style Japanese barbecue restaurant is open until midnight on the weekends. The 
menu is full of different kinds of vegetables and raw meats for you to cook to perfection. I recommend their spicy tuna 
rice cubes and garlic noodles. A Facebook check-in will get you a free serving of edamame! Gyu-Kaku is tucked away 
in a shopping center located at 19620 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Music Tunnel KTV: Rent a private karaoke room for you and your friends into the wee hours of the night! If you 
get tired of singing Beyonce’s greatest hits, you can rest your vocal cords at the pearl milk tea cafe in the lobby. It 
may be hard to get a cheap room on the weekends, so rent your room ahead of time. Be careful, Musical Tunnel KTV is 
expensive, and each person may have to pay around 15 dollars. Just across the street from Sno-Crave and 85°C Bakery 
Cafe, this karaoke mecca can be found at 1132 S De Anza Blvd #10.

By Danika Lyle
Humor Editor

If you’re not into the metropolitan day trip scene and prefer to spend your weekends in the great outdoors, then this is the day trip for you! 
Start off the day early with a Sunrise Hike to Mt. Umunhum (Instagram posts here are suggested). Bring a snack, sit on a blanket, and just stare out at that 
orange/pink sky while trying not to let the drought stricken grass affect your experience. To get to the trail of the hike, turn onto Shannon Rd, and head down it 

for 3.3 mi. After, turn right onto Hicks Rd, and head down it for 5.3 mi. Finally, turn right onto Mt Umunhum Rd; your destination will be on the right. Let the 
beauty of the Silicon Valley soak in, then pack up and get in the car, there are more adventures to go on!

Next, put Twin Lakes Beach, 9th Ave Eastcliff Dr, Santa Cruz on your GPS, and head toward Highway 17 (with caution). This beach is the perfect 
place for a brunch picnic to fuel you for a day of natural wonder. Walk over to Beach Market for some 

sandwiches and drinks before laying on the sand.
After you’re full and tanned from the beach, drive a short 20 minutes to Wilder Ranch 
State Park, 1401 Coast Rd, for a day hike leading up to beachside cliffs. Wilder Ranch is a 

beautiful place to enjoy the natural beauty of CA, but just make sure to be eating snacks 
and staying hydrated the whole day long! A photo shoot is required at this location. 

After the day hike, relax your tired legs by going to West Cliff Drive; the 
best place in Santa Cruz to watch the sunset, only a six mile drive from 

Wilder State park.
Once you’re all tuckered out from all the adventuring, ease on 
down to Lighthouse Field Park, where on a clear night, it’s the 

perfect place to stargaze. 

By Neil Lugovoy
National Editor

Monterey is is about an hour’s drive along Route 17 and 1 from Los Gatos and a perfect 
spot for a day trip. As well as offering a host of restaurants in the downtown area, the city 
has a multitude of engaging pastimes.

The Monterey Bay Aquarium is located at 886 Cannery Row and features events for 
everyone. In addition to educational exhibits about life cycles of sea organisms and the effects 
of climate change, the aquarium features hands-on activities allowing visitors to touch marine 
life. There are also exciting spectacles such as the feeding of the vocal penguins, as well as 
calming environments such as the the large windowed tanks which simulate the open sea.

The calm waters of Elkhorn Slough offer an up-close view of otters, sea lions, and vari-
ous birds. Kayak rentals as well as guided tours are available from Monterey Bay Kayaks at 
693 Del Monte Avenue. Nearby Phil’s Fish Shack serves award-winning seafood in generous 
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portions for a quick bite 
at 7600 Sandholdt Rd.

Scuba divers can go 
diving at San Carlos 
Beach Park and visit 
the captivating metridium fields and find life among the rocks. The nearby Breakwater 
Scuba Shop, located at 225 Cannery Row, offers gear rentals, tank refills, and open water 
certification classes. 

On the weekend of Sept. 18th, Monterey County Fairgrounds will host the 58th annual 
Monterey Jazz Festival. This award-winning event will feature eight stages of jazz by art-
ists from around the country as well as food and drinks.



By Cole Potter
Web Editor-in-Chief

With Big Sur as your destination, summer in paradise 
becomes more than just a Beach Boys song. That isn’t 

to say that you can’t blast some Pet Sounds on 
your way down Highway 1 to this little slice of 

heaven. If you enjoy any of the following, 
Big Sur may be the right day trip for you: 

peace, love, burritos (make-your-
own, but a hundred times better 
than the brick in tinfoil you’ll get 

at Chipotle), tie-dye, libraries in 
the middle of redwood for-

ests, untouched beaches, 
waterfalls, yurts (think 

of a luxury tent 
hotel), whales, or feelings of self-worth.

Directions to Big Sur are easy; get on 17, transfer to the 1, and just drive. You’ll 
know you’ve arrived when the road you are driving on looks like the one you have 

seen countless car commercials staged on, because it is. Stop and take a picture at 
Bixby Creek Bridge if you want. Or don’t. That’s the beauty of Big Sur: there are no tourists 

here, and all pretenses are left alone. You are just as much a part of this place as are the 
leather-clad bikers whizzing past or your waiter at Nepenthe who grew up in a three room 
cabin ten miles down the road.

 Alright, I’m guessing I’ve sold you on it by now. Here are some actual things to go see. 
There is so much to do here, but most of it has to be found on its own. My best advice is to 

start at one of these places and explore from there.
Pfeiffer Beach | Sycamore Canyon Rd, Big Sur: One of the few places in Big Sur that some-

times fills up with tourists. This beach is among the most beautiful in California, but on 
weekends the parking lot overflows quickly so get here before 10!

Big Sur River Inn |46840 Highway One, Big Sur: Great restaurant, with live music 
and a poolside eating area, but the real draw here is the river. Buy a burrito at the 
general store, grab a lawn chair, and stick your feet in the water.

McWay Falls | Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park, Big Sur: One of two waterfalls in Big 
Sur that actually feed into the ocean. There are plenty of longer hikes to take in the region, but unless 

you want to plan most of your day around one of those, the short walk to this beautiful spot can’t be beat.

EXTEND YOUR SUMMER WITH THESE DAY TRIPS
Cupertino
By Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

On any given Friday night, the town of Los Gatos is promptly asleep by 9 o’clock. By 10 o’clock, LGHS students are about to give up on a seemingly endless search for late night activities. Little do they know that there’s a 24 hour neon 
paradise full of Karaoke, fast food, and pearl milk tea just ten minutes away. That’s right, I’m talking about Cupertino, the hidden gem of San Jose. To get there, get on Highway 85 North and look for the De Anza Boulevard or Stevens Creek 
Boulevard exits. 

CREAM: Love ice cream sandwiches but hate waiting in line for half an hour? The CREAM of Cupertino is open until 11 p.m. and never has a line out the door. CREAM serves gourmet ice cream sandwiches, brownie sandwiches, sundaes, 
milkshakes, and ice cream tacos. For less than three dollars, you can treat yourself to a warm red-velvet cookie sandwich. CREAM is located on 19501 Stevens Creek Blvd #102.

85°C Bakery Cafe: This bread metropolis, conveniently and coincidentally located right off of Highway 85, is open until midnight on Friday and Saturday nights. If you stop by, make sure you try a milk pudding bun and a classic pearl 
milk tea. Get there early, and a wider variety of pastries will be available. If you don’t find something you like, just wait around until all of the employees scream “Fresh bread!” in unison. This Asian-influenced bakery is located on 1183 S De 
Anza Blvd #10.

Sno-Crave Tea House: Explore the world of toast towers, hot pot, Taiwanese shaved ice, and yogurt drinks at this dessert utopia. On weekends, you can play Jenga over pearl milk tea until 1 a.m. I recommend their strawberry shaved ice 
with condensed milk, sweet toast, and passion fruit green tea. Located next to 85°C Bakery Cafe, Sno-Crave can be found at 1183 S De Anza Blvd #30.

Tpumps: At this popular tea house, customers customize their pearl milk tea by blending three different flavors 
and adding various toppings. Unfortunately, Tpumps closes at 10 p.m. and has no seating, but the tea is well worth 
it. Parking can be found on the residential streets nearby. If you’re in the mood for some custom pearl milk tea, head 
on over to 9959 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Gyu-Kaku: This grill-it-yourself style Japanese barbecue restaurant is open until midnight on the weekends. The 
menu is full of different kinds of vegetables and raw meats for you to cook to perfection. I recommend their spicy tuna 
rice cubes and garlic noodles. A Facebook check-in will get you a free serving of edamame! Gyu-Kaku is tucked away 
in a shopping center located at 19620 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Music Tunnel KTV: Rent a private karaoke room for you and your friends into the wee hours of the night! If you 
get tired of singing Beyonce’s greatest hits, you can rest your vocal cords at the pearl milk tea cafe in the lobby. It 
may be hard to get a cheap room on the weekends, so rent your room ahead of time. Be careful, Musical Tunnel KTV is 
expensive, and each person may have to pay around 15 dollars. Just across the street from Sno-Crave and 85°C Bakery 
Cafe, this karaoke mecca can be found at 1132 S De Anza Blvd #10.

By Danika Lyle
Humor Editor

If you’re not into the metropolitan day trip scene and prefer to spend your weekends in the great outdoors, then this is the day trip for you! 
Start off the day early with a Sunrise Hike to Mt. Umunhum (Instagram posts here are suggested). Bring a snack, sit on a blanket, and just stare out at that 
orange/pink sky while trying not to let the drought stricken grass affect your experience. To get to the trail of the hike, turn onto Shannon Rd, and head down it 

for 3.3 mi. After, turn right onto Hicks Rd, and head down it for 5.3 mi. Finally, turn right onto Mt Umunhum Rd; your destination will be on the right. Let the 
beauty of the Silicon Valley soak in, then pack up and get in the car, there are more adventures to go on!

Next, put Twin Lakes Beach, 9th Ave Eastcliff Dr, Santa Cruz on your GPS, and head toward Highway 17 (with caution). This beach is the perfect 
place for a brunch picnic to fuel you for a day of natural wonder. Walk over to Beach Market for some 

sandwiches and drinks before laying on the sand.
After you’re full and tanned from the beach, drive a short 20 minutes to Wilder Ranch 
State Park, 1401 Coast Rd, for a day hike leading up to beachside cliffs. Wilder Ranch is a 

beautiful place to enjoy the natural beauty of CA, but just make sure to be eating snacks 
and staying hydrated the whole day long! A photo shoot is required at this location. 

After the day hike, relax your tired legs by going to West Cliff Drive; the 
best place in Santa Cruz to watch the sunset, only a six mile drive from 

Wilder State park.
Once you’re all tuckered out from all the adventuring, ease on 
down to Lighthouse Field Park, where on a clear night, it’s the 

perfect place to stargaze. 

Scan the QR code for a 
summer playlist to accompany 

your adventures!
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