
2015 Time Capsule: A year in Review
january 7
by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

On Jan. 7, Al Qaeda-affiliated gunmen stormed the headquarters of the satirical 
French magazine, Charlie Hebdo, killing ten staff members and two police officers. 
The magazine’s depictions of the Prophet Muhammad incited these attacks. The 
world came together through the phrase and hashtag “JeSuis-
Charlie” to show support for the publication and the country 
as a whole. Showing courage and bravery, Charlie Hebdo 
continued printing the week following the attack.

January 7
by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

On Jan. 7, senior Tessa Davis passed 
away due to a form of lung cancer which, 
prior to Tessa’s diagnosis, has never 
affected anyone under the age of 35. The 
LGHS community commemorated Tessa 
through hikes, services, and memorials. Later  

in 2015, the Los Gatos Girls Water Polo team won the Tessa Joy Invitational, 
a tournament inspired by her dedication to water polo.

february 1
by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

The most memorable moment of Super Bowl XLIX wasn’t the 
football or Katy Perry, but one of the back up dancers in the 
halftime show. On Feb. 1, this anonymous dancer, dressed up in 
a full-body shark suit, impressed the internet with his spastic, 

awkward dance moves.

march 12
by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

On March 12, ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
announced that he accepted a pledge of allegiance from 

Boko Haram, another terrorist organization with similar 
values. This event allowed Boko Haram to establish itself as 

a prominent jihadist organization.

march 4
by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

On March 4, due to the investigation after the 
Benghazi attacks, Hillary Clinton’s personal emails 
were released by the State Department. Clinton 
provoked controversy when she was found to 
be using a private email as Secretary of State. 
Clinton wiped the server’s memory before 

sharing 30,000 of the emails in question.

April 10
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor

On April 10, Apple unveiled a new product: 
the Apple Watch. The smart watch pairs with 
iPhones via Bluetooth to track health prog-
ress, play music wirelessly, and show texts 
at a glance, along with other practical uses.

May 2
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor

The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
welcomed their second child, Princess 
Charlotte Elizabeth Diana of Cambridge, 
on May 2. The Royal Couple’s first daughter is 
fourth in line to the throne, right after her older 
brother Prince George.

April 25
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor 

On April 25, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck 
Nepal, killing over 8,000 people and injuring 

more than 21,000. The earthquake spurred 
an avalanche on Mount Everest. Surrounding 
towns were destroyed, causing hundreds of 

thousands to flee their homes.

June 16
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor

The Golden State Warriors brought 
home the 2015 NBA Championship on 
June 16. The team beat the Cleveland 
Cavaliers to win the title for the first 
time in 30 years. Andre Iguodala was 
named the NBA Finals’ MVP. The team 
celebrated with a parade through down-
town Oakland.

June 26
by Rowyn van Miltenburg

News Editor 
On June 26, the Supreme Court ruled that 

states cannot ban same sex marriage. The land-
mark case, Obergefell v. Hodges, passed with five of 

the nine justices in favor of the decision. Before the ruling, 
only 36 states had issued marriage licenses to same sex couples. After 
the ruling, all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and US territories are 
required by law to issue marriage licenses to same sex couples. The historic 
ruling was celebrated worldwide.
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August 3
by Jessica Blough
Center Editor 

Principal Markus Autrey announced his resignation from his post at LGHS 
before the start of the school year. Autrey accepted a position as the Deputy 
Superintendent of Palo Alto Unified School District, leaving former Assistant 
Principal Kristi Grasty to serve as interim principal until she was named 
Autrey’s permanent replacement. Autrey’s statement to students and parents 
before the school year began stated, “My time at this high school and in this 

district has been some of the most memorable, rewarding, and enjoyable years 
I have had in my career… I will miss the students tremendously.”

September 22
by Jessica Blough
Center Editor

From Sept. 22 to 28, Pope Francis paid a visit to the United States. The Pope traveled to 
Washington DC, New York, and Philadelphia, meeting with important religious and 

political figures, including President Obama. His visit also caused some con-
troversy, as he privately visited Kentucky clerk Kim Davis and canonized 

Junipero Serra.

August 30
by Jessica Blough
Center Editor

After accepting the Michael Jackson Video Vanguard at the MTV 
Video Music Awards, Kanye West shocked viewers by announcing 
his plans to run for president in 2020. Though it is not clear if this 
announcement is real, it immediately gathered huge media atten-
tion as people shared their plans to vote for #Kanyeforpresident.

by Jessica Blough
Center Editor

In front of a huge crowd, the Con-
federate flag was removed from its 54 
year post outside the South Carolina 
State House. South Carolina’s leg-
islature voted to remove the flag 
just one day before the ceremony. 

The flag now resides in a military 
museum down the road from the State House. 

Its removal also prompted the NAACP to lift its 15 
year boycott on South Carolina’s economy.

July 1
by Jessica Blough
Center Editor

American dentist Walter Palmer made headlines after he 
hunted and killed the Zimbabwe lion, which was a major tour-
ist attraction at the Hwange National Park. Palmer was not 
prosecuted, but he became a target for many game hunting 
protestors and animal rights activists. 

November 30
by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

Nov. 30, 2015 marked the start of the Paris Climate Change 
Conference. The United Nations and the world’s political leaders 
made a statement, attending despite the ISIS attacks that rocked 
the city on Nov. 13. The COP21 is considered a success in the 
history of UN Climate Talks, with representatives agreeing to 
cut emissions completely by the second half of the century.

October 23
by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

Adele released her single “Hello” on Oct. 23, blowing everyone’s mind. 
Returning from a three-year hiatus to such massive success is an unprecedented 

feat in the music industry. Her album, 
25, sold 1,000 copies a minute on its  
opening day.

December 18
by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

Star Wars Episode VII: The Force Awakens was released internationally 
on Dec. 18, 2015. It was a wild success, grossing 248 million dollars during 

opening weekend and receiving fan praise across the globe. It was the first 
installment in Disney’s new Star Wars trilogy.

by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

In November 2015 the LGHS Women’s Water Polo team won Divi-
sion I CCS for the first time in the program’s history. The girls faced 
adversity at the beginning of the year, still dealing with the loss of 
both teammate Tessa Joy Davis and coach Pete Kleis. “Winning was 
the best feeling in the world, because we knew that Tessa and Pete 
were with us in that moment,” said senior Emma Weideling.

October 21
by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

In October of 2015, LGHS found a new principal in an old 
friend. Interim Principal Kristi Grasty was announced as Mr. 
Autrey’s official replacement. 
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